
HOUSE 65

To the Honorable Senate and the House of Representatives

In compliance with General Laws, chapter 30, section
33, as amended by section 43, chapter 362, Acts of 1923,
I have the honor to submit herewith such portions of my
annual report (Pub. Doc. No. 43) as embody recommenda-
tions for legislation, accompanied by drafts of bills to
cover said recommendations.

F. W. COOK,

Cte Commontocaltlj o( e@assacinisnts

Secretary.

Office of the Secretary.
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1. General Laws, chapter 51, section 29, makes pro-
vision for the registrars of voters to hold a continuous
session on the fourth day preceding a special election.
There is no provision made for holding a specified session
preceding a special primary. There have been several
special primaries and elections held during this past year,
and the matter ofregistration prior to the special primary
has been questioned by several boards of registrars. I
therefore recommend that an act be passed regulating
this matter.

2. Under the existing laws regulating the filing of state-
ments of receipts and expenditures of candidates for pub-
lic office the candidate is required to file his statement
within seven days after the last day for filing nominations
for that office. There seems to be considerable confusion
as to just what constitutes "seven days after the last day
for filing nominations.” It has always been interpreted
in this office to mean the seven days after the last day and
hour for filing written acceptance by candidates to be
voted for by districts whose names were not printed on
the primary ballots. In some cities the procedure in rela-
tion to filing nomination papers makes the filing of finan-
cial statements prior to the date of primary, and as the
laws pertaining to corrupt practices apply to cities and
certain towns, I recommend that an act be passed to
clarify this situation.

On the other hand, under the existing laws a candidate
for an office to be voted for at large is required to file his
statement of receipts and expenditures several days before
the time set for a candidate for all other offices. The
passage of an act as hereby recommended will obviate
the necessity of having two sets of dates for such returns.

RECOMMENDATIONS.






