
HOUSE 155

report of the special commission on
plans for the participation of
THE COMMONWEALTH IN THE CELEBRA-
TION OF THE TERCENTENARY OF THE
FOUNDING OF THE MASSACHUSETTS BAY
COLONY.

[Ways and Means, Joint

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representative

The Massachusetts Bay Colony Tercentenary Conn
mission, appointed by His Excellency the Governor,
under provisions of chapter 35 of the Resolves of the
year 1929, respectfully submits its recommendations
as to form of a suitable and fitting memorial to com-
memorate the founders of the colony.

That the Commonwealth procure, to be executed and
placed in the State House, on or before the date of the
commemoration of the establishment of the General
Court, elsewhere herein referred to, at least two oil
paintings representing significant scenes, episodes or
incidents of the period of the early Puritan foundations
in Massachusetts.

As a permanent memorial to commemorate the founders
of the colony, the Commission respectfully recommends
that there be erected upon that portion of the State
House grounds, near where the Banks statue now stands,
a memorial building of impressive architectural char-
acter and significant memorial features for the Supreme
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Judicial Court, providing for its libraries, the safekeep-
ing of its records, for adequate accommodations for
clerical and official departments and employees, for ap-
propriate court and hearing rooms, and for becoming
arrangements for the comfort and convenience of the
Justices in the discharge of their duties and in the conduct
of affairs of the court.

The structure which the Commission respectfully
recommends to the favorable consideration of the Gen-
eral Court and of the people of the Commonwealth
should include as its characteristic feature a Memorial
Hall, where should be placed a statue of Governor John
Winthrop and portraits or statues of ether founders,
of the magistrates of the Bay Colony, of the Justices of
the Superior Court of Judicature and of the Supreme
Judicial Court, and paintings of significant interest in
our judicial history; there also may be placed tablets
or inscriptions commemorating the establishment, under
the Massachusetts Bay Colony Charter, of that system
of law on which, through the inspiration, the vision and
the sacrifices of our Puritan ancestors, were set the
foundations of the Constitution, under which the judg-
ments of the law are now enunciated and proclaimed.

The Commission feels confident that the honorable
the General Court and the people of the Commonwealth
desire to manifest their respect for this great tribunal,
now the original and final authority in the interpretation
and administration of our laws, by the erection of a
worthy edifice for its abiding place, and forum for the
enunciation of the law of the land which has been trans-
mitted to us by those who planted its principles here
three centuries ago.

The Commission further respectfully recommends that
a commission be appointed by the General Court, em-
powered and directed to consider in detail the precise
location, design, construction and furnishing of the
proposed structure, and the means and methods for
raising and appropriating the necessary funds for that
purpose.
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The Commission has the honor, pursuant to its under-
standing of the resolution under which it serves, to
make report and announcements to the honorable Gen-
eral Court of the Commission’s plans and recommen-
dations for the participation of the Commonwealth in
the celebrations of the three hundredth anniversary
of the founding of the Massachusetts Bay Colony.

The Commission, however, begs leave of the General
Court to file and present further more detailed and sup-
plemental announcements of its plans, if such course
shall be deemed advisable.

Among the features and incidents of such partici-
pation by the Commonwealth, the Commission respect-
fully announces that plans have been made for the
entertainment by the Commonwealth of military organ-
izations of colonial origin, on or about the first of June,
1930, preceding, but in association with the annual
military ceremonies of the Ancient and Honorable
Artillery Company of Boston.

The Commission contemplates the promotion and
conduct of an impressive musical festival as fitting
contribution to the celebrations of the coming year.
The date of this feature of the State’s observance cannot
yet be fixed.

It is believed that religious services of Thanksgiving
and of praise, in which the people of all faiths and creeds
may have part, may be conducted through the united
action of churches and religious organizations.

The Commission plans for the conduct of historical
observances at the State House on or about the 15th
of July, at which it is hoped that the President of the
United States will be present and have most honored
place. It is expected, also, that the Chief Magistrate
and officials of the Nation, of our own and of our sister
States, will also be present as honored guests. Repre-
sentatives of foreign governments will be invited to
have participation in what we believe will be most
interesting and impressive proceedings. Representatives
of our own and of foreign universities,' colleges, and
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educational institutions will be asked to lend their ap-
proving presence to the occasion. It is intended and
planned that this celebration shall be of splendid and
stately effect, becomingly dignified and imposing in
every particular. An oration, suitable to the occasion,
will be there delivered by a distinguished scholar and
statesman.

The Commission, under the direction and with the
approval of the Honorable the Senate and House of
Representatives, plans to conduct in the State House
commemorative observances of the first sitting of the
General Court, and it is hoped and believed that a special
session may be convened and held in October, to fittingly
present legislative proceedings, in their every form and
particular, reflecting the source and the inauguration
of the unique system of parliamentary administration
adopted anciently, and since continued, in the General
Court of the Commonwealth.

It is planned by the Commission to conduct, with the
co-operation of the law schools of the Commonwealth,
commemorative observances especially related to the
development of the law of the Commonwealth, derived
from the elementary principles of the common law,
reflected in the Massachusetts Bay Colony Charter, and
later translated into the Constitution of the State of
Massachusetts.

It is hoped that the American Bar Association will hold
some of its sessions here in the autumn, bringing with it,
as guests of the Commonwealth, representatives of the
Bar Association of Great Britain, of Canada, and, it is
hoped, of France.

The Commission intends to promote and sanction,
during the months of July, August and September, as
appropriate days may be assigned, interesting features
of public entertainment and enjoyment, in maritime
displays, exhibitions and competitions, at or near Glouces-
ter, representing the picturesque and stirring features
of the fishing industries, including races of fishing ves-
sels, in which -.it Js hoped those of Canada and of the
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British Provinces will have part. At Marblehead it is
planned to arrange a series of yacht and boat races
presenting scenes of unusual interest. In the waters
of Dorchester Bay, or thereabouts, it is intended to
conduct such races and marine displays as may be either
appropriate or desirable. At New Bedford it is planned
to present actual restorations and reappearances of the
old whaling industry in its historic and adventurous
aspects.

The Commission plans to locate by our roadsides a
series of appropriate markers to indicate the former
pathways of the Puritans, so that our visitors may readily
trace their journeyings and the upbuildings of the com-
munities of our forefathers.

The Commission has, also, planned for the actual
restoration upon its verified site in Sudbury of a Block
House, or Garrison House, once actually the refuge of
the settlers during the early Indian Wars; and to there
establish and preserve, in permanent form, with the
domestic furnishings and equipment, and with the
weapons used in its defence, a typical frontier fortress,
dwelling and meeting house of those courageous men and
women pioneers who advanced their settlements from
the seacoast westward into the wilderness.

As a special impressive and significant incident of the
public observances, it is hoped and expected that a
parade of the 26th Division of the Massachusetts Na-
tional Guard will be held in Boston as the conclusion of
the regular tour of duty of the Division.

The American Legion has, by its choice of the city
of Boston as the place of its annual convention in the
coming year, signally honored that city, and as well the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts. All our people will
gratefully and joyously unite in extending their heart-
felt welcome and their most generous hospitality to this
veteran company of warriors, so many of whom have
honorably and valiantly borne arms on foreign fields of
battle in victorious defence of those principles of gov-
ernment and of human liberty which our forefathers here
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formulated and proclaimed, and which our own united
America has assured to the world.

The Commission is aware of legislation already formu-
lated and enacted, but not yet operative, which relates
to and may provide for the erection of a Court House
in Boston which will include appropriate provisions for
the Supreme Judicial Court, in which event, the fore-
going recommendation relating to a building for the
Supreme Court would be eliminated from legislative
consideration.

In view of the conditions hereinbefore referred to, the
Commission asks to be relieved from filing at this time
a draft of proposed legislation, but requests leave to file
a supplementary report hereto, if further developments
render it advisable.

Respectfully submitted,

HERBERT PARKER, Chairman.
FRANK R. BATCHELDER.
SYBIL H. HOLMES.
FREDERIC WINTHROP.
WELLINGTON WELLS.
A. C. RATSHESKY.






