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Department of Education.
State House, Boston, January 12, 1930.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts in General Court assembled.

In accordance with section 6 of chapter 3 of
eral Laws, as amended by chapter 51 of the Acts of 1923,
and by chapter 170 of the Acts of 1924, the Department
of Education transmits herewith the petition of Arthur
W. MacLean and others and accompanying bill to amend
the charter of the Portia Law 7 School, located in Boston,
Massachusetts, so that said corporation may be granted
the right to confer the degree of Bachelor of Laws to
men.

In making its recommendation concerning the afore-
said petition and bill, the Department begs to call the
attention of the Legislature to the following reasons
upon which it based its recommendation that the petition
of the Portia Law School to grant the degree of Bachelor
of Laws to women, presented in 1919, be not granted.

The Department found at that time that the Portia
Law School did not have:

L A resident faculty whose chief purpose is to give
instruction required by the institution.

2. An adequate endowment.
3. Affiliation with other institution of higher learning.
4. Admission requirements beyond that of two years

of high school work.
In considering the present bill and petition, and the

material furnished by the petitioners in support thereof,
the Department finds that:
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1. There is a faculty of sixteen members, but two of
whom, including the dean, are devoting full time to the
institution.

2. The school has no endowment and must, therefore,
rely entirely upon tuition fees.

3. There is no affiliation with any other institution of
higher learning which would guarantee permanence to
the school.

4. The requirement of two years of high school work
for admission has not been changed.

It would appear from the foregoing that the situation
concerning the Portia Law School has not materially
changed, as to these particulars, from the conditions
existing in 1919. The Department recommends, there-
fore, that the petition be not granted.

Very truly yours,

PAYSON SMITH,
Commissioner of Educati
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At the request of Mr. Caldwell of Walpole, the petition of Arthur W.
MacLean and others that the Portia Law School in the city of Boston
be authorized to grant the degree of bachelor of laws to men, was
taken from the files of the preceding year. Education.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty

An Act enlarging the Powers of the Portia Law School.

Be it enacted by the Senate and Rouse of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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1 Section two of chapter two hundred and nineteen,
2 of the Special Acts of nineteen hundred and nineteen,
3 as amended by section one of chapter one hundred
4 and sixty-one of the acts of nineteen hundred and
5 twenty-six, is hereby further amended by striking
6 out, in the second line, the words “to women only”,
7 and by striking out, in the fifth line, the words
8 “both men and women ”, so as to read as follows:
9 Section 2. The purposes of said corporation shall

10 be to furnish a course of not less than four years’
11 instruction in law suitable to prepare men and women
12 or either for the degree of bachelor of laws and also,
13 in the discretion of its trustees, to furnish to holders
14 of the degree of bachelor of laws from such institu-
-15 tions as are authorized to grant said degree and the
16 degree of master of laws a one year course of instruc-



HOUSE No. 189. [Jan. 1930.4

17 tion in law suitable to prepare them for the degree of
18 master of laws; provided, that said one year course
19 shall be given in the day time and shall require at
20 least one third more work than was required prior
21 to July first, nineteen hundred and twenty-five in
22 one school year of the aforesaid four year course.
23 For the aforesaid purposes, it may appoint such
24 teachers and lecturers and adopt such form of organi-
-25 zation, by-laws, regulations and methods of admin-
-26 istration as it may deem advisable. The corporation
27 shall provide suitable offices, library and lecture
28 halls, and shall pay the expenses of maintaining the
29 said school, directing its income to that end.


