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commission to deny a renewal of, or to rescind, revoke or cancel, 
because of a decrease in population, any seasonal license out
standing and in full force on April thirtieth, nineteen hundred 
and fifty. 

SECTION 2. Said chapter 138 is hereby further amended by 
adding after said section 17, the following section:-

Section 17A. The local licensing authority of a city or town 
which granted seasonal licenses under section twelve prior to 
January the first, nineteen hundred and seventy-eight, and 
which accepts this section by majority vote of a town meeting if 
a town, or by majority of the city council if a city, is hereby 
authorized to grant, in addition to, and irrespective of any 
limitation of number of licenses contained in section seventeen, 
but subject to all other provisions of this chapter, additional 
licenses under section twelve. 

Approved July 12, 1978 

Chap. 378. AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE OBSERVANCE OF 
SUNDAY AND HOLIDAYS. 

Be it enacted, etc •, as follows: 

SECTION 1. Section 7 of chapter 136 of the General Laws is 
hereby amended by striking out the second paragraph, as appear
ing in section 2 of chapter 616 of the acts of 1962, and inserting 
in place thereof the following paragraph :-

A permit under this section shall cover not more than one day. 
Application shall be made within sixty days prior to the day on 
which the permit is to be used, and a permit shall be issued or 
denied within fifteen days of application. 

SECTION 1A. Said chapter 136 is hereby further amended by 
inserting after said section 7 the following section:-

Section 7A. In any city or town which accepts the provisions 
of this section when an application for a permit has been denied 
under the provisions of sections seven or fifteen such applicant 
may appeal such denial to the board of selectmen in a town or to 
the mayor of a city, as the case may be, and after a hearing 
such selectmen or mayor may issue such permit as provided in 
said sections seven or fifteen. 

SECTION 2. Section 15 of said chapter 136 is hereby amended 
by striking out the third paragraph, as so appearing, and 
inserting in place thereof the following paragraph:-

A permit under this section shall cover not more than one day. 
Application shall be made within sixty days prior to the day on 
which the permit is to be used, and the permit shall be issued 
or denied within fifteen days of application. 

Approved July 12, 1978 
EMERGENCY LETTER - October 4, 1978 @ 2:48 P.M. 

Chap. 379. AN ACT REDEFINING CERTAIN CRIMES IN SEX-
NEUTRAL TERMS. 
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Be it enacted, e t c . , as follows: 
SECTION 1. Chapter 265 of the General Laws is hereby 

amended by striking out section 24, as amended by section 4 of 
chapter 474 of the acts of 1974, and inserting in place thereof 
the following section:-

Section 24. Whoever assaults a person with intent to commit a 
rape, as defined in section thirty-nine of chapter two hundred 
and seventy-seven, shall be punished by imprisonment in the 
state prison for life or for any term of years or by a fine of not 
more than one thousand dollars and imprisonment in a jail or 
house of correction for not more than two and one half years . 

SECTION 2. Said chapter 265 is hereby further amended by 
striking out section 24B, as most recently amended by section 6 . 
of said chapter 474, and inserting in place thereof the following 
section: -

Section 24B. Whoever assaults a child under sixteen with 
intent to commit a rape, as defined in section thirty-nine of 
chapter two hundred and seventy-seven, shall be punished by 
imprisonment in the state prison for life or for any term of 
years; and whoever over the age of eighteen commits a subsequent 
such offense shall be punished by imprisonment in the state 
prison for life or for any term of years but not less than five 
years. 

SECTION 3. Chapter 269 of the General Laws is hereby 
amended by striking out section 14A, as amended by chapter 521 
of the acts of 1965, and inserting in place thereof the following 
section: -

Section 14A. Whoever telephones another person, or causes 
any person to be telephoned, repeatedly, for the sole purpose of 
harassing, annoying or molesting such person or his family, 
whether or not conversation ensues, or whoever telephones a 
person repeatedly, and uses indecent or obscene language to 
such person, shall be punished by a fine of not more than five 
hundred dollars or by imprisonment for not more than three 
months, or both. 

SECTION 4. Chapter 272 of the General Laws is hereby 
amended by striking out sections 1 to 3, inclusive, and inserting 
in place thereof the following three sections :-

Section 1. Whoever fraudulently and deceitfully entices or 
takes away an unmarried person under sixteen from the house of 
such person's parents or elsewhere, without the consent of the 
parent or guardian, if any, under whose care and custody such 
person is living, for the purpose of effecting a clandestine 
marriage of such person without the consent of such parent or 
guardian, shall be punished by imprisonment for not more than 
one year or by a fine of not more than one thousand dollars, or 
both. 

Section 2. Whoever fraudulently and deceitfully entices or 
takes away a person from the house of his parent or guardian 
or elsewhere, for the purpose of prostitution or for the purpose 
of unlawful sexual intercourse, and whoever aids and assists in 
such abduction for such purpose, shall be punished by imprison-
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ment in the state prison for not more than three years or in jail 
for not more than one year or by a fine of not more than one 
thousand dollars, or by both such fine and imprisonment in jail. 

Section 3. Whoever applies, administers to or causes to be 
taken by a person any drug, matter or thing with intent to 
stupefy or overpower such person so as thereby to enable any 
person to have unlawful sexual intercourse with such person 
shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison for not 
more than three years or in jail or the house of correction for 
not more than two and one-half years or by fine of not more 
than one thousand dollars, or by both such fine and imprisonment 
in jail or the house of correction. 

SECTION 5. Said chapter 272 is hereby further amended by 
striking out section 6, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, 
and inserting in place thereof the following section :-

Section 6. Whoever, being the owner of a place or having or 
assisting in the management or control thereof induces or know
ingly suffers a person to resort to or be in or upon such place, 
for the purpose of unlawfully having sexual intercourse, shall be 
punished as provided in section three. 

SECTION 6. Said chapter 272 is hereby further amended by 
striking out section 9, as amended by section 9 of chapter 313 of 
the acts of 1959, and inserting in place thereof the following 
section: -

Section 9. If a person makes oath before a district court that 
he has probable cause to suspect that a house, building, room 
or place is kept or resorted to for prostitution and that a certain 
person owning or having or assisting in the management or 
control of such house, building, room or place knowingly suffers 
another person to be in or upon such place for the purpose of 
unlawfully having sexual intercourse, said court shall, if satisfied 
that there is probable cause thereof, issue a warrant commanding 
the sheriff or his deputy, or any constable or police officer, to 
enter such house, building, room or place and search for such 
owner or person in control, and take into custody both the 
owner or person in control and such other person as may be in 
or upon such place for such purpose. Said owner or person in 
control shall be detained for not more than twenty-four hours 
until complaint may be made against him, and any such other 
person for a reasonable time until brought before said court to 
be recognized with or without sureties at the discretion of said 
court to appear as witnesses before the next or any succeeding 
sitting of said court. This section shall be in addition to and 
not in derogation of the common law. 

SECTION 7. Said chapter 272 is hereby further amended by 
striking out sections 12 to 14, inclusive, and inserting in place 
thereof the following three sections:-

Section 12. Whoever knowingly procures, entices, sends or 
aids or abets in procuring, enticing or sending, a person to 
practice prostitution, or to enter as an inmate or a servant a 
house of ill fame or other place resorted to for prostitution, 
whether within or without the commonwealth, shall be punished 
by a fine of not less than one hundred nor more than five 
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hundred dollars or by imprisonment for not less than three 
months nor more than two years. Whoever as a proprietor or 
keeper of an employment agency, either personally or through an 
agent or employee, procures or sends a person to enter as 
aforesaid a house of ill fame or other place resorted to for 
prostitution, the character of which on reasonable inquiry could 
have been ascertained by him, shall be punished by a fine of 
not less than fifty nor more than two hundred dollars. 

Section 13. Whoever, for any length of time, unlawfully 
detains or attempts to detain, or aids or abets in unlawfully 
detaining or attempting to detain, or provides or administers or 
aids or abets in providing or administering any drug or liquor 
for the purpose of detaining a person in a house of ill fame or 
other place where prostitution is practiced or allowed, shall be 
punished by imprisonment in the state prison for not more than 
five years or in the house of correction for not less than one 
nor more than two and one half years or by a fine of not less 
than one hundred nor more than five hundred dollars. 

Section 14. A married person who has sexual intercourse with 
a person not his spouse or an unmarried person who has sexual 
intercourse with a married person shall be guilty of adultery and 
shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison for not 
more than three years or in jail for not more than two years or 
by a fine of not more than five hundred dollars. 

SECTION 8. Section 39 of chapter 277 of the General Laws is 
hereby amended by striking out the definition of "Adultery", as 
appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, and inserting in place 
thereof the following definition:-

Adultery. - Sexual intercourse by a married person with a 
person not his spouse or by an unmarried person with a married 
person. 

SECTION 9. Said section 39 of said chapter 277 is hereby 
further amended by striking out the definition of "Fornication", 
as so appearing, and inserting in place thereof the following 
definition: -

Fornication. - Sexual intercourse between an unmarried male 
and an unmarried female. 

SECTION 10. The schedule of forms and pleadings at the end 
of said chapter 277 is hereby amended by striking out the form 
of complaint or indictment for "Abduction" and inserting in place 
thereof the following form:-

Abduction. (Under Chap. 272, §§ 1, 2.) - (1) That A.B. aid 
fraudulently and deceitfully entice (and take away) one C D . , an 
unmarried person under the age of sixteen years, from th? 
house of the father (or guardian, e tc . , as the case may be, , 
without the consent of the said father (or guardian, e tc . , as the 
case may be) , under whose care and custody said C D . was 
living, for the purpose of effecting a clandestine marriage of 
said C. D. without the consent of said father (or guardian, e tc . , 
as the case may be) . 

(2) That A.B. did fraudulently and deceitfully entice (and 
take away) C D . from his house (or, if a minor, from his father's 
or guardian's house; or if elsewhere, state it as the case may 
be) , for the unlawful purpose of prostitution (or for the purpose 
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of unlawful sexual intercourse). 
SECTION 11. Said schedule of forms and pleadings of said 

chapter 277 is hereby further amended by striking out the form 
of complaint or indictment for "Adultery" and inserting in place 
thereof the following form:-

Adultery. (Under Chap. 272, § 14.) - (1) That A.B. , a 
married person, did commit adultery with C D . , a person not his 
spouse. 

(2) That A .B . , an unmarried person, did commit adultery 
with C D . , a married person. 

SECTION 12. Said schedule of forms and pleadings of said 
chapter 277 is hereby further amended by striking out the form 
of complaint or indictment for "Assault to Rape" and inserting in 
place thereof the following form:-

Assault to Rape. (Under Chap. 265, § 24.) - (1) That A.B. 
did assault C D . , with intent to commit rape. 

(2) That A.B. did assault C D . , a child under the age of 
sixteen years, with intent unlawfully and carnally to know and 
abuse. 

SECTION 13. Said schedule of forms and pleadings of said 
chapter 277 is hereby further amended by striking out the form 
of complaint or indictment for "Fornication" and inserting in 
place thereof the following form:-

Fornication. (Under Chap. 272, § 18.) - That A .B . , an 
unmarried person, did commit fornication with C D . , an unmarried 
person. 

SECTION 14. Said schedule of forms and pleadings of said 
chapter 277 is hereby further amended by striking out the form 
of complaint or indictment for "Illegitimacy". 

SECTION 15. Said schedule of forms and pleadings of said 
chapter 277 is hereby further amended by striking out the form 
of complaint or indictment for "Manslaughter by negligence" and 
inserting in place thereof the following form:-

Manslaughter by negligence. - That A .B . , being under the 
legal duty, and being of sufficient ability to provide C D . , who 
was his spouse, with sufficient food and drink for sustenance 
and maintenance, did neglect and refuse so to do; by reason 
whereof said C D . , being unable to provide sufficient food and 
drink, became and was mortally sick and died. 

SECTION 16. Said schedule of forms and pleadings of said 
chapter 277 is hereby further amended by striking out the form 
of complaint or indictment for "Neglect of wife or minor child" 
and inserting in place thereof the following form:-

Neglect of Spouse or Minor Child. (Under Chap. 273, § 1.) -
That A. B . , during the three months next before the making of 
this complaint, being of sufficient ability, did unreasonably 
neglect to provide for the support of C D . , his lawful spouse 
(and E.D., his minor child). 

SECTION 17. Said schedule of forms and pleadings of said 
chapter 277 is hereby further amended by striking out the form 
of complaint or indictment for "Prostitute" and inserting in place 
thereof the following form:-

Prostitute. (Under Chap. 272, § 53.) - That A.B. was a 
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prostitute, offering his or her body indiscriminately to others 
for hire. 

SECTION 18. Said schedule of forms and pleadings of said 
chapter 277 is hereby further amended by striking out the form 
of complaint or indictment for "Polygamy" and inserting in place 
thereof the following form:-

Polygamy. (Under Chap. 272, § 15.) - (1) That A.B. unlaw-
fully married C D . , the said A.B. having at the time he so 
unlawfully married a lawful spouse living other than said C D . 

(2) That A .B . , having a lawful spouse living, to wit: X. , did 
at (state place) unlawfully marry and have for his spouse one 
C D . , after which the said A.B. did, while said X., was still 
living, on, at , e t c . , unlawfully cohabit and continue to cohabit 
in (Boston) with the said C D . 

SECTION 19. Said schedule of forms and pleadings of said 
chapter 277 is hereby further amended by striking out the form 
of complaint or indictment for " Rape" and inserting in place 
thereof the following form:-

Rape. (Under Chap. 265, §§ 22, 23) - (1) That A.B. did 
assault C D . , with the intent to commit rape; and did commit 
rape upon said C D . 

(2) That A . B . , in and upon C D . , a child under the age of 
sixteen years, did make an assault with the intent to unlawfully 
and carnally know and abuse; and did unlawfully know and 
abuse said C D . 

Approved July 12, 1978 

Chap. 380. AN ACT FURTHER REGULATING THE DISPOSI
TION OF PROPERTY TO SPOUSES OF CERTAIN 
DECEASED PERSONS. 

Be it enacted, e tc . , as follows: 

SECTION 1. Section 1 of chapter 191 of the General Laws, as 
amended by chapter 291 of the acts of 1971, is hereby further 
amended by striking out the second sentence. 

SECTION 2. Chapter 196 of the General Laws is hereby 
amended by striking out sections 1 and 2 and inserting in place 
thereof the following two sections:-

Section 1. Articles of apparel and ornaments of the surviving 
spouse and minor children of a deceased person shall belong to 
them respectively. The surviving spouse may remain in the 
house of a deceased spouse for not more than six months next 
succeeding the death without being chargeable for rent. 

Section 2. Such parts of the personal property of a deceased 
person as the probate court, having regard to all the circum
stances of the case, may allow as necessaries to the surviving 
spouse and for the family under the care of such spouse or if 
there is no surviving spouse, to the minor children of the de
ceased, not exceeding one hundred dollars to any child, and also 
such provisions and other articles as are necessary for the 
reasonable sustenance of the family, and the use of the house of 
the deceased and of the furniture therein for six months next 
succeeding the death, shall not be taken as assets for the pay-


