
No. 766HOUSE
By Mr. Power of Winthrop, petition of Edgar F. Power for legisla-

tion to compel the payment of compensation to persons injured in
accidents caused by motor vehicles and otherwise to promote safety
in the operation of such vehicles. Insurance.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty.

An Act to compel the Payment of Compensation to Per-
sons injured in Motor Vehicle Accident Cases by those
Responsible therefor upon the Penalty of Foregoing the
Privilege of Registering or Operating Any Motor
Vehicle or Trailer, and otherwise to' promote Safety
in the Operation and Use of Motor Vehicles and
Trailers.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

C!je Commoutocaltf) of Q^asgacinisetts

1 Section 1. Definitions. The following words as
2 used in this act shall have the following meanings:
3 (a) “Certificate” (except as used in the phrase
4 “certificate of registration”) shall be taken to mean
5 the certificate of an insurance company authorized
6 to transact the business specified in subdivision ( b )

7 of the sixth clause of section forty-seven of chapter
8 one hundred and seventy-five stating that it has
9 issued to or for the benefit of the person named

10 therein a motor vehicle liability policy or policies,
11 or the certificate of a surety company authorized to
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12 transact business under section one hundred and five
of said chapter one hundred and seventy-five as surety
stating that it has issued to or for the benefit of the
pei son named therein a motor vehicle liability bond
or bonds, which at the date of issuance of said
certificate is in full force and effect, provided, how-
ever, that a certificate furnished under section four
of this act shall be in compliance with this definition
if it certifies that the operator or owner against whom
a petition is brought under section three of this act
is covered by the motor vehicle policy or motor vehicle
bond cited in said certificate as respects the accident
upon which said petition is brought ; and provided,
further, that any certificate furnished under section
four or under section thirteen of this act shall be in
compliance with this definition only if it shall further
certify that the motor vehicle policy or motor vehicle
bond therein cited, notwithstanding the provisions of
such policy or bond with respect to cancellation or
termination, shall not be cancelled or terminated
except upon at least ten days’ prior written notice
thereof to the registrar of motor vehicles.
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(6) “Motor vehicle liability policy,” a policy of
liability insurance which provides indemnity for or
protection to the insured and any person responsible
for the operation of the insured’s motor vehicle or
trailer, with the insured’s express or implied consent,
against loss by reason of the liability to pay damages
to others for bodily injuries, including death at any
time resulting therefrom, accidentally sustained
during the term of said policy by any person other
than employees of the insured or of such other person
responsible as aforesaid who are entitled to payments
or benefits under the provisions of any workmen’s
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46 compensation act, arising out of the ownership,
47 operation, maintenance, control or use within the
48 limits of the United States of America or the Do-
49 minion of Canada of such motor vehicle or trailer,
50 to the amount or limit ofat least five thousand dollars
51 on account of injury to or death of any one person,
52 and subject to such limits as respects injury to or
53 death of one person, of at least ten thousand dollars
54 on account of any one accident resulting in injury to
55 or death of more than one person, as herein provided,
56 or a binder pending the issue of such a policy, or an
57 endorsement to an existing policy, as defined in

59 (c) “Motor vehicle liability bond,” a bond con-
60 forming to the provisions of section seven and con-
61 ditioned that the obligor shall within thirty days after
62 the rendition thereof satisfy all judgments rendered
63 against him or against any person responsible for the
64 operation of the obligor’s motor vehicle or trailer with
65 his express or implied consent, in actions to recover
66 damages for bodily injuries, including death at any
67 time resulting therefrom, accidentally sustained dur-
68 ing the term of said bond by any person other than
69 employees of the obligor or of such other person
70 responsible as aforesaid who are entitled to pay-
71 ments or benefits under the provisions of any work-
72 men’s compensation act, arising out of the ownership,
73 operation, maintenance, control or use within the
74 limits of the United States of America or the Do-
75 minion of Canada of such motor vehicle or trailer to
76 the amount or limit of at least five thousand dollars,
77 on account of injury to or death of any one person,
78 and, subject to such limits as respects injury to or
79 death of one person, at least ten thousand dollars on

58 section seven.
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account of any one accident resulting in injury to
or death of more than one person.

80

81

Section 2. Board of Inquiry. There shall be a
2 board of inquiry on motor vehicle liability cases
3 (hereinafter sometimes referred to as the “board”
4 serving in the division of insurance and consisting
5 of the commissioner of insurance or a representative

6 to be designated by him, the registrar of motor
7 vehicles or a representative to be designated by the
8 commissioner of public works, and an assistant at-
9 torney general to be designated by the attorney

10 general. The compensation of such a representative
11 if not an employee of the commonwealth, shall be
12 fixed by the board, subject to the approval of the
13 governor and council. The commissioner of insur-
14 ance or his representative shall be the chairman of
15 the board. With the approval of the governor and
16 council, the board may appoint and remove a clerk
17 and such clerical and other assistants as its work may

18 require, and fix their compensation. All expenditures
19 incurred under this section shall be paid from the

20 highway fund. The clerk shall keep a record of all
21 proceedings before the board and he and such clerical
22 and other assistants shall perform such duties as the
23 board may direct. Any member of the board shall
24 have power to examine and compel the attendance
25 and testimony of witnesses and the production of
26 books, records and documents, and may administer
27 oaths. Sections nine and eleven of chapter two hun-
28 dred and thirty-three shall apply to the board and
29 witnesses examined before it. The fees of witnesses
30 before the board for attendance and travel shall be
31 as provided by section twenty-nine of chapter two
32 hundred and sixty-two and need not be paid nor
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33 tendered to them prior to their attendance. An

34 office and a room for hearings shall be provided by
35 the commonwealth, to be assigned by the governor

36 and council. The board, with the approval of the
37 governor and council, may make and amend reason-

-38 able rules and regulations to expedite and regulate
39 hearings and the procedure before it. Hearings may
40 be held in any city or town in the commonwealth, in
41 the discretion of the board, with the approval of the
42 governor and council.

1 Section 3. Petition for Security. Any person,
2 personally or by his legally qualified representative,
3 who has suffered a bodily injury, including death, by
4 reason of an automobile accident in which the motor
5 vehicle or trailer of another person is involved, and
6 who is not satisfied that the owner and/or the opera-
-7 tor of said motor vehicle or trailer is financially
6 responsible for the damages caused by said accident,
9 may, by petition, apply to the board of inquiry for

10 an investigation. The board, upon its own motion,
11 may, and upon such petition shall, make an inquiry
12 into the questions, (1) whether such accident was
13 due, in whole or in part, to the negligence of said
14 operator and not due in whole or in part to the
15 negligence of the petitioner or the petitioner’s testa-
-16 tor or intestate, and (2) whether the motor vehicle
17 or trailer was operated by the owner thereof, and (3)
18 whether, if not operated by the owner thereof, the
19 motor vehicle or trailer was being operated with the
20 express or implied consent of the owner.

1 Section 4. Security Ordered: Suspension of
2 Registration. If upon such inquiry as to the board
3 seems proper, the board shall find that such accident
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was probably due, in whole or in part, to the negli-
gence of the operator, and not due, in whole or in
part, to the negligence of the petitioner or the pe-
titioner’s testator or intestate, the board shall order
the operator to furnish forthwith such security as to
the board shall seem proper to satisfy within thirty
days after the rendition of a final judgment such
portion of such judgment as shall not be in excess of
five thousand dollars in regard to bodily injuries or
death. If the operator shall fail to furnish such
security forthwith, the clerk of such board shall
immediately notify the registrar of motor vehicles
of the action of the board and of the failure of the
operator to furnish such security, and the registrar
shall forthwith suspend the license to operate of the
operator and shall forthwith suspend the registration
of any motor vehicles or trailers registered in the
name of the operator, and if the board shall have
found that such motor vehicle or trailer was being
operated with the express or implied consent of the
owner thereof, of which finding the clerk of such
board shall immediately notify the registrar, the
registrar shall forthwith suspend the owner’s license
to operate, if he has one, and shall forthwith suspend
the registration of such motor vehicle or trailer and
the registration of any other motor vehicles or trailers
registered in the name of said owner. If the operator
shall fail to furnish such security forthwith and the
operator has no license to operate in the common-
wealth which license is subject to suspension, the
board shall enter an order prohibiting such operator
from further operating motor vehicles or trailers in
the commonwealth and prohibiting the operation in
the commonwealth of any motor vehicles or trailers
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38 owned by said operator if the registration thereof is
39 not subject to suspension; and if the board shall have
40 found that such motor vehicle or trailer was being
41 operated by the owner or with the express or implied
42 consent of the owner thereof, the board shall enter
43 an order prohibiting the operation in the common-
-44 wealth of any motor vehicles or trailers of said
45 owner or by said owner when the registration of such
46 motor vehicles or trailers or the license to operate
47 is not subject to suspension.

1 Section 5. Security Acceptable. The board
2 shall accept as sufficient security or as a sufficient
3 compliance with any order for security, as provided
4 in section four a certificate as defined in section one
5 of an insurance company or of a surety company or
6 the fact that the operator has furnished prior to the
7 accident and has continuously maintained or renewed
8 proof of financial responsibility satisfactory to the
9 board under the provisions of section thirteen of this

10 act.

1 Section 6. Registration Reinstated When. No
2 motor vehicle or trailer the registration of which has
3 been suspended, as provided in section four, shall be
4 reinstated or again be registered, nor may the owner
5 of any such motor vehicle or trailer thereafter register
6 any motor vehicle or trailer, unless and until the
7 security ordered by the board, as provided in section
8 four, or unless and until the certificate as provided in
9 sections one and five shall be furnished, or the fact

10 that the operator had previously furnished proof of
11 financial responsibility under the provisions of section
12 thirteen as provided in section four, or unless there
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13 is a judgment for the defendant in a suit brought
14 against the owner, his agent or employee growing
15 out of the accident as a result of which the registra-
-16 tion was suspended. No person whose license has
17 been suspended under section four shall be permitted
18 again to be licensed unless and until such security
19 or such certificate shall be furnished or filed or unless
20 there is a judgment for the defendant in a suit brought
21 against such person or the one responsible for the
22 operation of the automobile at the time of the acci-
-23 dent as a result of which his license was suspended.
24 No person who has been prohibited from operating,
25 and no owner whose motor vehicles or trailers have
26 been prohibited from being operated under section
27 four, shall be permitted again to operate, or to have
28 his motor vehicles or trailers operated, in the com-
-29 monwealth unless and until such security or such
30 certificate shall be furnished or filed, or unless there
31 is a judgment for such person or owner in a suit
32 growing out of the accident as a result of which said
33 prohibition arose.

1 Section 7. Policy Form. No motor vehicle
2 liability policy shall be issued or delivered in this
3 state until a copy of the form of the policy has been
4 on file with the commissioner of insurance for at
5 least thirty days unless before the expiration of said
6 period the commissioner shall have approved the
7 form of the policy in writing, nor if the commissioner
8 notifies the company in writing that in his opinion
9 the form of said policy does not comply with the

10 laws of the commonwealth, provided that he shall
11 notify the company in writing within the period of
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his approval or disapproval thereof. The commis-
sioner shall approve only a form of policy which con-

tains the name, address and business of the insured,
a description of the motor vehicles and/or trailers
covered with the premium charge therefor, the policy
period, the limits of liability and an agreement that
insurance is provided in accordance with the coverage
defined in section one hereof and is subject to all the
provisions of this act.
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Such motor vehicle liability policy shall be subject

to the following provisions which need not be con-
tained thereon;
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(a) The liability of any company under a motor

vehicle liability policy shall become absolute when-
24
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ever loss or damage covered by said policy occurs,
and the satisfaction by the insured of a final judgment
for such loss or damage shall not be a condition
precedent to the right or duty of the company to
make payment on account of said loss or damage.
No such contract of insurance shall be cancelled or
annulled by any agreement between the company
and the insured after the said insured has become
responsible for such loss or damage, and any such
cancellation or annulment shall be void. Upon the
recovery of a final judgment against any person for
any loss or damage specified in this section, if the
judgment debtor was, at the accrual of the cause of
action, insured against liability therefor under a
motor vehicle liability policy, the judgment creditor
shall be entitled to have the insurance money applied
to the satisfaction of the judgment. But the policy
may provide that the insured or any other person
covered by the policy shall reimburse the company
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45 for payments made on account of any accident, claim
46 or suit involving a breach of the terms, provisions,
47 or conditions of the uolicv.or conditions of the policy.
48 ( b ) The policy, the written application therefor, if
49 any, and any rider or endorsement, which shall not
50 conflict with the provisions of this act, shall constitute
51 the entire contract between the parties.
52 (c) No statement made by the insured or on his
53 behalf, and no violation of the terms of the policy,
54 shall operate to defeat or avoid the policy so as to
55 bar recovery within the limit provided in the policy,
56 provided, however, that the policy may provide for
57 the prorating of the insurance thereunder with other
58 applicable valid and collectible insurance.
59 (d) If the death, insolvency or bankruptcy of the
60 insured shall occur within the policy period, the
61 policy during the unexpired portion of such period
62 shall cover the legal representatives of the insured.
63 The provisions of this section, except provisions
64 (a), ( b) and (c), shall apply to motor vehicle liability
65 bonds, as defined in section one, and every such bond
66 shall be subject to, although it need not be contained
67 therein, the provision that no statement made by the
68 principal on such bond or on his behalf, and no viola-
69 tion of the terms of such bond, shall operate to defeat
70 or avoid such bond as against the judgment creditor
71 of such principal
72 Any company authorized to issue motor vehicle
73 liability policies, as defined in section one, may, pend-
74 ing the issue of such a policy, execute an agreement
75 to be known as a binder; or may, in lieu of such a

76 policy, issue an endorsement to an existing policy;

77 each of which shall provide indemnity or protection
78 in like manner and to the same extent as such a policy.
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79 The provisions of this section shall apply to such
80 binders and endorsements.

1 Section 8. Hearing upon Petition. Upon the
2 filing of the petition, as provided in section three,
3 which petition shall set forth that the petitioner is
4 seeking an order of the board that the operator fur-
-5 nish security, as provided in section four, the board
6 shall as soon as possible give a hearing thereon, said
7 hearing to be held not earlier than seven days after
8 service upon the operator or owner. Service of said
9 petition made at the address given by the operator

10 or owner on his application for registration of the
11 motor vehicle involved in the accident, or at the
12 address given on the application for a license to
13 operate, shall be deemed sufficient.

1 Section 9. Preliminary Hearing Not Evidence.
2 Neither the findings of the board upon questions into
3 which it makes an inquiry, the action taken by the
4 board upon the petition, as provided in sections three
5 and four, the classification or reclassification under
6 sections fourteen and fifteen nor a certificate or
7 security filed by the operator or owner as provided
8 in sections one, four, five and ten, shall be referred
9 to in any way, and shall not be any evidence of the

10 negligence or due care of either party, at the trial of
11 an action at law to recover damages.

1 Section 10. Petition Dismissed When. If after
2 a petition as defined in sections three and eight is
3 filed, the operator or owner files with the board a
4 certificate of an insurance company or surety com-
-5 pany as provided in sections one and five or then has
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6 in the possession of the board evidence of financial
7 responsibility, the board shall dismiss the petition,
8 if filed, without a hearing thereon.

Section 11. Cash, etc., as Security; Regulations.
If, in compliance with the order of the board, as
provided in section four, the operator or owner fur-
nishes as security cash, bonds, stocks, or other evi-
dences of indebtedness satisfactory to the board, such
security shall be deposited with the clerk of sai d board
who shall give the operator or owner receipt therefor.
The operator or owner shall be entitled to any interest
accruing on his deposit, and to the income payable
on the securities deposited, and may, from time to
time, with the consent of the board, change such
securities. Upon presentation to the clerk of said
board by an officer qualified to serve civil process of
an execution issued on a judgment in the action at
law to recover damages arising out of the accident
for which such security has been deposited, the clerk
of said board shall pay, out of the cash deposited by
the defendant, as herein provided, the amount of the
execution, including costs and interest. If the opera-
tor or owner has deposited bonds, stocks, or other
evidences of indebtedness, the clerk of said board
shall, upon presentation of an execution as aforesaid,
cause the said securities, or such part thereof as may
be necessary to satisfy the judgment, to be sold at
public auction, giving the operator or owner at least
ten days’ notice by registered mail of the time and
place of said sale, and from the proceeds of said sale
the clerk of said board shall, after paying the expenses
thereof, satisfy the execution. Any payment upon
an execution by the said clerk in accordance with

9.

3
4
5

6

/

8

9

10

11
12
13
14
15
16

17
18

19

20

21
99

23
24
25
26

27
28

29
30



No. 766.HOUSE1930.] 13

31 the provisions of this section shall discharge said
32 clerk from all official and personal liability whatever
33 to the operator or owner to the extent of such
34 payment.

1 Section 12. Limitation of Act. Nothing in this
2 act shall be construed as preventing the plaintiff in
3 any action at law from relying for security upon the
4 other processes provided by law.

1 Section 13. Proof of Financial Responsibility.
2 (a) In every civil action wherein a judgment is
3 recovered against any defendant for damages for
4 personal injuries (including death) caused by a motor
5 vehicle owned or operated by such defendant, the
6 clerk or any assistant clerk of the court wherein such
7 judgment is entered shall, not sooner than ten days
8 nor later than thirty days after the same becomes
9 final by expiration, without appeal, or by final

10 affirmance on appeal, certify the fact of such judg-
-11 ment to the board of inquiry, together with the name
12 and address of such defendant and the license or
13 registration number (if it appears upon the records
14 of the court) of the motor vehicle by such defendant
15 so owned or operated.
16 (6) Immediately upon every such certification, and
17 upon a conviction of a violation of section twenty-
-18 four of chapter ninety of the General Laws being
19 reported by the court or magistrate to the registrar
20 as therein provided, a copy of such report shall be
21 sent by the registrar of motor vehicles to the board
22 of inquiry which shall require of the person, firm or
23 corporation, all of whom shall be included as requisite
24 in the word “person” as used herein, concerning
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25 whom such certification or report shall have been
made, proof of financial responsibility to satisfy any
claim for damages arising upon any subsequent
accident caused by or involving any motor vehicle
owned or operated by such person or for the operation
of which such person is responsible, of at least five
thousand dollars for personal injury to or death of any
one person, and subject to the same limit for each
person, of at least ten thousand dollars for personal
injury or death of more than one person in any one
accident; and if it shall appear to the board that
the person against whom requirement of proof of
financial responsibility is made is not the owner of
the motor vehicle the board shall inquire into the
facts of the ownership and operation of said motor
vehicle upon the occasion of the violation or accident ;

and if the board shall determine that the motor
vehicle was then being operated on the business of
the owner, or with the consent of the owner, express
or implied, the board shall require of the owner like
proof of financial responsibility, and the word “per-
son” wherever used in this section shall include, as
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requisite and applicable such owner.47
(c) If such person shall fail to furnish such proof,

within ten days after notice from the board is mailed
to such person, unless the registrar has revoked the
license and/or certificate of registration under the
provisions of section twenty-four of chapter ninety
of the General Laws, said registrar of motor vehicles
upon the receipt of such advice from the board shall,
until such proof is furnished the board, and until
such judgment is satisfied to the extent of at least
five thousand dollars for an injury to one person in
one accident and to the extent of ten thousand dollars
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59 for an injury to more than one person in one accident,
60 suspend the license of such person and suspend the
61 registration of any or all of the motor vehicles and
62 trailers registered in the name of such person, and
63 shall refuse thereafter to register any motor vehicle
64 or trailer owned by or subject to the control of such
65 person, or, if such person is not a resident of this
66 state, suspend the right of such person to operate or

67 cause to be operated any motor vehicle or trailer in
68 this state owned or controlled by him, and refuse to
69 register any motor vehicle or trailer transferred by
70 him unless it shall appear to the satisfaction of said
71 registrar of motor vehicles that such transfer is a
72 bona fide sale. After a person has been required to
73 file proof of financial responsibility, as herein pro-
-74 vided, he shall not thereafter be entitled to any
75 renewal or reinstatement of his license nor to again
76 register any motor vehicle or trailer owned or con-
-77 trolled by him unless such proof or a continuance or
78 renewal thereof is kept on file and in force, except as
79 provided in paragraph (h) of this section.
80 (d) Such proof of financial responsibility shall be
81 furnished as shall be satisfactory to the board and the
82 filing with the board of a certificate as defined in
83 section one shall be acceptable proof thereof.
84 (e) The board shall hold such proof of financial
85 responsibility and shall require the continuance or
86 renewal of such proof except as provided in paragraph
87 (h) of this section. In so far as such proof shall
88 consist of security in the form of cash, bonds, stocks
89 or other evidences of indebtedness, the provisions of
90 section eleven of this act shall apply thereto.
91 (/) Upon the request of any insurance or surety
92 company, the registrar of motor vehicles shall furnish
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96 such company a certified abstract of the operating
94 record of any person subject to the provisions of this
95 act, and, if there shall be no record of any conviction
96 of such person of a violation of any provision of any
97 statute relating to the operation of motor vehicles or

98 of any injury or damagi
99 herein provided or of the

caused by such person as
suspension or revocation of
on, the registrar of motor100 the license of such pen

101 vehicles shall so certify The registrar of motor
102 vehicles shall collect for the benefit of the common
103 wealth for each such certification the sum of one
104 dollar.
105 ( g) Any person whose certificate of registration
106 shall have been suspended or whose license to operate
107 shall have been suspended as in this act provided
108 shall immediately return to the registrar of motor
109 vehicles such suspended certificate of registration,
110 the number plates issued thereunder and such sus-
-111 pended license to operate, and if he fail to do so the
112 registrar of motor vehicles shall forthwith direct any
113 enforcement officer to secure possession thereof and
114 to return the same to the office of the registrar of
115 motor vehicles; and any such person so failing shall
116 be fined not more than five hundred dollars.
117 (h) The board may relieve any person furnishing
118 proof of financial responsibility under this act from
119 further continuing or renewing such proof after three
120 years, provided that during that time such person
121 shall not have been convicted of a violation of section
122 twenty-four of chapter ninety of the General Laws
123 and shall not have suffered any suspension or revo-

-124 cation of registration or suspension or revocation of
125 license or right to operate motor vehicles and pro-
-126 vided no suit or judgment for personal injury arising
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127 out of the maintenance, operation or use of a motor
128 vehicle shall then be outstanding against such person.

1 Section 14. Classification. The board shall
2 classify all persons, who are ordered to furnish security
3 by the board under section four of this act or from
4 whom the board shall require proof of financial
5 responsibility under section thirteen of this act, in
6 three classes in accordance with the seriousness of
7 the offenses which shall have been committed by
8 them or of the injuries which shall have been caused
9 by the accident in which they shall have been con-

-10 cerned or of the degree of their negligence as set forth
11 in sections three and thirteen of this act. Such
12 classes shall be known as classes A, B and C.
13 Those persons who shall have committed the least
14 serious offenses or who shall have caused, in the
15 opinion of the board, the least serious injuries or who
16 shall have been the least negligent, shall be classified
17 in class A; those who shall have committed more
18 serious offenses or who shall have caused, in the
19 opinion of the board, more serious injuries or who
20 shall have been more negligent, shall be classified in
21 class B; those who shall have committed the most
22 serious offenses or who shall have caused, in the
23 opinion of the board, the most serious injuries or
24 who shall have been the most negligent, shall be
25 classified in class C. The board shall accept no
26 certificate unless the company by which such certifi-
-27 cate shall have been issued shall have filed with the
28 commissioner of insurance its manual of rules and
29 schedules of standard rates for the issuance of auto-
-30 mobile insurance or bonds in this commonwealth
31 covering liability for injury to persons (including
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death), including any rules which may be applicable
to the development of experience rates for sales
agencies and garages and for fleets of not less than
five motor vehicles in all, unless such certificate shall
show, in such manner as the board may determine,
that the premiums charged for the insurance certifi-
cate or for such bond are as follows:

32
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If the person insured or bonded shall be classified
in class A, the premium at standard rate, without
modification except as provided by such rules for
the development of experience rates as hereinbefore
specified, plus ten per centum of such premiums;
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If such person shall be classified in class B, the
premiums at standard rate, without modification, as
hereinbefore specified, plus twenty-five per centum
of such premiums;

44
45
46
47

And if such person shall be classified in class C,
the premiums at standard rate, without modification,
as hereinbefore specified, plus fifty per centum of
such premiums.
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The commissioner of insurance may require from
any company issuing such policy or bond, full infor-
mation concerning the facts and figures upon which
any experience rate may be based. Such rules and
schedules may be amended upon ten days’ written
notice to the commissioner of insurance. Any in-
surance or surety company may appoint a rating
organization of which it is a member its agent to file
with said commissioner a manual of rules and sched-
ules of rates and amendments thereof by a written
notice filed with the commissioner stating that such
rules, schedules and amendments will be the rules,
schedules and amendments of such company until
the same shall be amended or such agency shall be
revoked.
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1 Section 15. Reclassification. The board shall,
2 upon application by any person classified in any such
3 class who shall not have violated any statutory pro-
-4 vision nor been involved in any accident hereinbefore
5 designated during the twelve months immediately
6 preceding, reclassify such person in the next lesser
7 class of premiums or shall eliminate his classification
8 if such person shall have been classified in class A.
9 Whenever any classified person shall violate a statu-

-10 tory provision or be involved in an accident as afore-
-11 said, which would render him liable, if unclassified,
12 to classification in a class of greater premiums than
13 that in which he is classified, the board shall re-
-14 classify him into such class of greater premiums.

1 Section 16. Judicial Review. Any person or
2 company, aggrieved by any action, order, finding,
3 decision or classification of the board under this act,
4 may, within twenty days from the filing of such
5 action, order, finding, decision or classification of the
6 board under this act, file a petition in the superior
7 court for a review of such action, order, finding,
8 decision or classification. The court shall have juris-
-9 diction in equity to modify, amend, annul, reverse or

10 examine such action, order, finding, decision or
11 classification, shall review all questions of fact and
12 of law involved therein, and may make any appro-
-13 priate order or decree. An order of notice returnable
14 not later than seven days from the filing of such
15 petition shall forthwith issue and be served upon the
16 board. Within ten days after the return of said
17 order of notice, the petition shall be assigned for a
18 speedy and summary hearing on the merits. The
19 action, order, finding, decision or classification of the
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20 board shall remain in full force and effect pending
21 the final decision of the court, unless the court, after
22 notice to the board, shall by a special order otherwise
23 direct. The decision of the court shall be final and
24 conclusive on the parties. The court may make
25 such order as to costs as it deems equitable. The
26 court shall make such rules or orders as it deems
27 proper governing proceedings under this section, to
28 secure prompt and speedy hearings and to expedite
29 final decisions thereon.

1 Section 17. Chapter three hundred and forty-
-2 six of the acts and resolves of nineteen hundred and
3 twenty-five and all acts amendatory of and supple-
-4 mentary thereto are hereby repealed.

1 Section 18. This act shall take effect January
2 first, nineteen hundred and thirty-one.


