
25TH ANNIVERSARY 
 
 Congratulations!  The Caucus of Women Legislators will be celebrating its 25th 
anniversary with a press conference and reception at the State House on Friday, June 16.  
Doris Kearns Goodwin will be the keynote speaker at the event.  In addition, the Caucus 
has invited all current and former women legislators along with those women who have 
played an active role in politics at the local, state and federal levels.  Special thanks to 
Senator Cheryl Jacques and Representative Cory Atkins for all the work they have done 
as co-chairs of the festivities. 
 
 At this event, the Caucus will not only honor women who have served in the 
Legislature, but also highlight some of this organization’s major accomplishments over 
the last 25 years.  When this group of women legislators first came together in 1975, one 
of their initial goals was to pass a state Equal Rights Amendment.  This goal was realized 
in 1976, and it laid the ground work for the passage of hundreds of other laws that helped 
promote the status of women and establish basic rights for the female gender.  The 
following is a timeline of some of the major legislation that has passed over the last 25 
years. 
 
 
PRIORITY LEGISLATION 
 
 Chalk up another victory for the Women’s Caucus as the “Mental Health Parity” 
bill, a legislative priority for the Caucus, was signed into law last month.  This law 
requires insurance companies to provide equal coverage for mental and physical illnesses.  
Massachusetts joins 29 other states that have enacted similar legislation. 
 
 With the increase in the state minimum wage and mental health parity already in 
the law books, the Women’s Caucus has focused much of its attention toward the passage 
of S. 2043, “An Act Prohibiting Discrimination in Insurance Policies.”  This legislation 
requires insurance companies to provide gender-neutral insurance for consumers.  The 
Senate has unanimously passed this bill for the second legislative session, and it is now 
before the House Ways and Means Committee.  The Women’s Caucus has drafted a letter 
requesting that the Ways and Means Committee release S. 2043 with a favorable report.  
More than ?? legislators have signed on to this letter which will be sent to Chairman 
Haley this week. 
 
 Over the last two months, there have been no changes in the status of the other 
two legislative priorities for the Women’s Caucus.  Currently, S. 690, which requires 
insurance companies to provide full coverage for reconstructive surgery after a 
mastectomy, is before the Senate Ways and Means Committee, and H. 4519, “An Act to 
Provide Education and Training to Welfare Recipients,” is before the House Ways and 
Means Committee.  However, both the House and Senate budgets include provisions that 
are similar to the language in H. 4915.  Both the bill and the provisions in the two 
budgets direct the Department of Transitional Assistance to count participation in a 



recognized job training and education program toward the 20-hour work requirement for 
welfare recipients subject to the work requirement. 
 
OTHER LEGISLATION 
 
Letter  of Support – Address Confidentiality 
 In addition to the focus it has placed on its priority legislation, the Women’s 
Caucus continues to support S. 1418, “An Act Providing Address Confidentiality for 
Victims of Domestic Abuse, Rape, Sexual Assault, and Stalking.”  This bill authorizes 
the Secretary of State to implement an Address Confidentiality Program which will 
provide victims of abuse, rape, sexual assault, and stalking, who have recently moved and 
whose new residential address is unknown to their assailant, with a substitute mailing 
address.  The Senate unanimously passed this bill last April, and it is now before the 
House Ways and Means Committee.  A letter was sent to the Ways and Means 
Committee, on behalf of the Women’s Caucus, requesting the favorable release of the 
bill.  Jane Doe Inc., the Massachusetts Office for Victim Assistance, and Secretary of 
State William Galvin have endorsed this bill. 
 
Legislative Tracking – Paid Family & Medical Leave 
 Senate President Birmingham and Speaker Finneran have appointed a 6-person 
task force to examine ways in which the Commonwealth could offer paid family and 
medical leave.  The members of this task force, Senators Cheryl Jacques, Stephen Lynch, 
Brian Lees, and Representatives Peter Larkin, MaryAnne Lewis, Vinny deMacedo are 
expected to hold a hearing at the end of June to hear proposals from the public on this 
matter.  
 
 One idea would allow workers who are eligible for the Family Medical and Leave 
Act to receive a portion of their average weekly wage through unemployment benefits for 
leave related to the birth or adoption of a child.  This proposal comes on the heels of 
President Bill Clinton’s announcement that the federal government has finalized 
regulations allowing states to expand unemployment insurance to cover family and 
medical leave related to new born babies and newly adopted children. 
 
 
BUDGET 
 
 While House and Senate conferees reconcile the differences between their 
respective budgets for Fiscal Year 2001, Women’s Caucus members can put some of 
their budget worries to rest.  Both the House and Senate versions include the full funding 
requested for three of the four Women’s Caucus budget priorities, and a significant 
increase in the fourth.  Members of the Caucus voted on these priorities at the end of 
February, and the Caucus has been advocating for these items/programs throughout the 
budget process.  The following is a list of the Women’s Caucus budget priorities along 
with the amount of money requested, the amount of funding allocated in FY 2000, and 
the amount of funding allocated in the House and Senate Budgets: 
 



Breast Cancer Early Detection/Research 
The Breast Cancer Early Detection and Research line item provides funding for the early 
detection awareness program and for scientific research to investigate potential 
environmental factors that contribute to breast cancer. 
Women’s Caucus Request - $9.9 Million ($500,000 increase from FY 2000) 
FY 2000 – line item 4570-1500 - $9.4 Million 
House Ways and Means – line item 4570-1500 - $9.9 million 
Senate Ways and Means – line item 4570-1500 - $9.9 million 
Breast Cancer Early Detection for Uninsured Women 
Included in the breast cancer early detection and research line item, this provision 
earmarks funds for mammograms and breast cancer early detection and education 
awareness programs for uninsured women in identified high-risk communities  
Women’s Caucus Request - $1.0 Million of $9.9 million earmarked (same funding as 
FY 2000) 
FY 2000- line item 4570-1500 $1.0 million earmarked 
House Ways and Means – line-item 4570-1500 – $1.0 million of $9.9 million 
earmarked 
Senate Ways and Means – line-item 4570-1500 – $1.0 million of $9.9 million 
earmarked 
 
Battered Women’s Legal Services / Medicare Advocacy Project / Disability Benefits 
Project 
The Battered Women’s Legal Services Assistance Program provides legal services to 
domestic violence victims statewide through ten local legal services programs.  
Currently three out of every five low-income individuals who contact legal services 
programs are turned away because there are not enough resources. 
Women’s Caucus Request - $4.3 Million ($500,000 increase from FY 2000) 
FY 2000 – line item 0321-1600 - $3.8 million 
House Ways and Means - line item 0321-1600 - $4.3 million 
Senate Ways and Means – line item 0321-1600 - $4.3 million 
 
Newborn Visitation Program -  
The Newborn Visitation Program provides home visiting services for newborns in low-
income homes and for teenage mothers.  This program has been very successful in 
keeping teenage mothers in school and enhancing the developmental progress of their 
babies.   
Women’s Caucus Request - $18.7 Million ($7.6 million increase from FY 2000) 
FY 2000 – line item 4130-1000 - $11.1 million 
House Ways and Means – line item 4130-1000 - $16.1 million 
Senate Ways and Means – line item 4130-1000 - $17.8 million 
 
 
BROWN BAG LUNCHES 
Mexican Senator 
 The Women’s Caucus hosted two brown-bag lunches in the month of May.  On 
May 3, Luz Lajous Vargas, a fellow at Harvard University, spoke to women legislators 



about her experience serving in Mexican Congress.  She touched on some of the 
similarities and differences between Mexico’s Government and the Federal Government 
in the United States, and also discussed some of the challenges that women legislators 
face when serving in Mexican Congress.  Senator Resor and Representatives Alice Wolf, 
Barbara Hyland, Patricia Jehlen, Mary Rogeness, Ellen Story, Kay Khan, and Anne 
Paulsen all attended the event. 
 
Environmental Protection Agency 
 Mindy Lubber, the new Regional Administrator for the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA), was the speaker at the May 25 brown bag lunch.  Ms. Lubber highlighted 
some of the current priorities of the EPA, such as researching environmental factors that 
adversely effect one’s health, increasing awareness of potential environmental hazards, 
and working to educate the public to prevent environmental disasters before they occur.  
She also listened to legislators as they shared some of the environmental concerns they 
had with their own legislative districts.  Representatives Geraldine Creedon, Anne 
Paulsen, Patricia Jehlen, Kathy Teahan, Cory Atkins, Ruth Provost, Kay Khan, and Alice 
Wolf were all in attendance.  Senators Cynthia Creem and Susan Tucker stopped by as 
well. 
 
Girl Scouts Pipeline to Power 
 The next Brown Bag lunch will take place Tuesday, June 27.  The Women’s 
Caucus will be hosting high-school aged girls participating in the Patriots’ Trail Girl 
Scouts “Pipeline to Power” program.  “Pipeline to Power” is a grassroots initiative 
providing  girls with opportunities to learn about and explore government, leadership and 
the political process.  The girls attending this event will have the chance to talk to women 
legislators about the successes and challenges they have experienced as leaders in 
government, and about the impact women can have and the role they can play by 
becoming active in politics.  
  
SUFFOLK COUNTY HOUSE OF CORRECTIONS VISIT 
 
 Last April, members of the Women’s Caucus visited the Suffolk County House of 
Corrections to tour the facilities and learn more about some of the programs being offered 
to female inmates.  As part of the visit, the women legislators attended a graduation 
ceremony honoring inmates who had successfully completed education and rehabilitation 
programs while in prison.  At the end of the ceremony, the inmates had the opportunity to 
talk to legislators about some of their concerns with the current conditions of the prison.  
Many of the women indicated a need for programs that are geared more toward the skills 
and interests of women, and toward helping women make the transition into the outside 
world. 
 
 The Office of Community Corrections is in the process of developing community 
corrections programs and centers that provide education and training specifically for 
women. 
 



 In addition to seeing the graduation ceremony, legislators and staff also got to 
view the living accommodations, and the skills and training classrooms.  Representatives 
Kay Kahn, Gloria Fox, Anne Paulsen, Susan Pope, and Marie St. Fleur all attended, along 
with staff from the offices of Representatives Patricia Jehlen, Harriette Chandler, and 
Alice Wolf. 
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