
HOUSE No. 830
By Mr. Jewett of Lowell, petition of Sinclair Weeks, mayor of the

city of Newton, and another for an amendment of the law relative to
the use of buildings for the storage of motor vehicles. Public Safety.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty

An Act relative to Fire Prevention and the Use of Build-
ings for the Storage of Automobiles.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter one hundred and forty-eight of the General
2 Laws, as amended in section fourteen by section three
3 of chapter four hundred and eighty-five of the acts of
4 nineteen hundred and twenty-one, by chapter two
5 hundred and fifty-four of the acts of nineteen hundred
6 and twenty-four, by section one of chapter three hun-
-7 dred and thirty-five of the acts of nineteen hundred
8 and twenty-five and by section one of chapter two
9 hundred and sixty and section one of chapter three

10 hundred and twenty-five of the acts of the year nine-
-11 teen hundred and twenty-eight, is hereby further
12 amended by striking out said section fourteen and
13 inserting in place thereof the following:
14 Section 14- No building or other structure shall,
15 except as provided in section fifteen, be used for the
16 keeping, storage, manufacture or sale of any of the
17 articles named in section ten, except fireworks, fire-
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18 crackers and torpedoes, unless the aldermen or select-
-19 men shall have granted a license therefor after a public
20 hearing, held in the case of cities by the aldermen or
21 any committee thereof designated by them, notice of
22 the time and place of which hearing shall have been
23 given, at the expense of the applicant, by the clerk of
24 the city or of the commission having the authority to
25 grant such licenses or by the selectmen, by publication,
26 not less than seven days prior thereto, in a newspaper
27 published in the representative district, if any, other-
-28 wise in the city or town, wherein the land on which
29 such license is to be exercised is situated, and also by
30 the applicant by registered mail, not less than seven

31 days prior to such hearing, to all owners of real estate
32 abutting on said land, and unless a permit shall have
33 been granted therefor by the marshal or by some official
34 designated by him for the purpose; provided, that
35 any building or other structure once used under a
36 license and permit granted as aforesaid, or any build-
-37 ing or other structure lawfully used for any of said
38 purposes, may be continued in such use from year to
39 year if the owner or occupant thereof shall annually,
40 on or before April thirtieth, while such use continues,
41 file for registration with the clerk of the city or town
42 where such building or other structure is situated, a
43 certificate reciting such use and occupancy; and pro-
-44 vided, further, that any building used as a garage for
45 storing not more than four vehicles, when once used
46 under such a license and permit, or lawfully used for
47 such purpose, may be continued in such use from year
48 to year without such annual registration, and con-

-49 tinuous use and occupancy thereof for such purpose
50 shall be presumed. The department may by regulation
51 prescribe the amount of explosives, crude petroleum
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52 or any of its products, or of any other inflammable
53 fluid or compound, that may be kept for private use
54 in a building or other structure without a license,
55 permit or registration, or any of them. Every license
56 and permit issued hereunder shall expire on April
57 thirtieth following the date of issue, and registrations
58 hereunder shall be effected on or before April thirtieth
59 to take effect on May first following. Such fee as may
60 be established from time to time by ordinance or by-
-61 law may be charged for any such license, permit and
62 registration, respectively; provided, that the fee for
63 such registration shall be one half of the amount of the
64 fee for such a license.
65 The right to use a building or other structure for
66 any of said purposes may be revoked for cause, after
67 notice and a hearing given to such owner or occupant,
68 by the aldermen or selectmen having authority to
69 grant licenses for such use, or by the marshal. Such
70 building or structure shall always be subject to such
71 alterations in construction and to such regulations of
72 its use in respect to protection against fire or explosion
73 as the department may prescribe.




