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Legislative Victory for Caucus
As Legislature Overrides EC Veto
Thursday September 15, 2005 the Legislature overwhelmingly overrode the Governor’s veto of the Emergency Contraception
bill, a legislative priority of the Caucus of Women Legislators.
Through a margin of 139-16 in the House and a unanimous vote in the Senate, the bill was adopted. Supporters of the
bill believe emergency contraception will greatly reduce the number
of unplanned pregnancies for women whose birth control has failed
and will provide rape victims a measure of comfort that they will not
be further victimized by a pregnancy due to their assault.
Under the new law, all hospitals are required to make
emergency contraception available to victims of rape and sexual
assault. Additionally, specially trained pharmacists who enter into a
special arrangement with a physician will be able to dispense the
pill without a prescription. The U.S. Food & Drug Administration,
who approved EC as a form of birth control in 1999, is currently
considering a proposal to allow over the counter sales of the pill.
Although it remains to be seen what impact the FDA’s decision will have on the state’s law, it is possible that those under 17
years of age would be prohibited from purchasing the pill directly
from the shelf but still allowed to get it from a pharmacist under the
state law. With the passage of this law, the state Department of
Public Health is now required to write regulations to implement the
new rules. Ninety days from the time the bill was adopted, emergency rooms will be required to make the pill available to rape victims.
“I am proud of my colleagues and I am proud to see this
bill become law,” said Senator Resor, Caucus member and lead
Senate sponsor of the bill.
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A long time coming
Anne Hutchinson Statue Dedicated
Perhaps you have
noticed the statue of a
woman standing on the State
House lawn. Although the
statue of Anne Hutchinson
was placed on the lawn 84
years ago in 1921, it was not
until September 9, 2005 that
a dedication ceremony was
held.
Over a hundred people, including history enthusiasts, State House employees, and representatives
from women’s organizations
gathered to recognize Anne
Hutchinson’s life.
Speakers at the ceremony included Susan
Greendyke LaChevre, Art Collections Manager of the Massachusetts Art Commission; Former Governor Michael Dukakis;
and Eve LaPlante, descendant of Anne Hutchinson and author of American Jezebel: The Uncommon Life of Anne Hutchinson, the Woman Who Defied the Puritans
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(www.evelaplante.com).
The event was part of Boston Charter Day, which is
an annual celebration of Boston’s founding. The Partnership
(Continued on page 2)
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of the Historic Bostons, Inc. and the
Charter Day Committee coordinated the
2005 Charter Day Events.
The statue of Hutchinson was
sculpted by Cyrus Dallin, who is also
known for his statue entitled Appeal to
the Great Spirit, which sits outside the
Museum of Fine Arts/Boston as well as
the statue of Paul Revere at Revere
Mall in Boston’s North End. He is credited for over 260 sculptures. A museum in his honor is located in Arlington, MA (www.dallin.org).
Originally from England, Hutchinson came to Boston and was soon
lecturing to groups of as many as eighty
women and men in her parlor at what is
now the corner of Washington and
School Streets. A pioneer of women’s
rights and religious freedom, Hutchinson was banished in 1637 by the Great
and General Court of the Massachusetts Bay Colony and excommunicated
by the First Church in Boston.
After being banished, Hutchin-

son walked to Rhode Island, where she
became the only woman ever to cofound (with Roger Williams) an American colony.
According LaPlante, “Anne
Hutchinson is an icon of our culture’s
suspicion of a woman wielding public
power. She exemplifies why there are
so few women, even today, in American
politics, and why no woman has attained the presidency.”
In 1976 Governor Michael
Dukakis pardoned Anne Hutchinson.
The proclamation, which Governor Dukakis again read at the September 9,
2005 ceremony, is paraphrased:
“Whereas, the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts has encouraged the
participation of all of the people in the
process of community life. The rightful
place of women in our political, social,
and religious life has been achieved
only by the great sacrifice of many noble women. Anne Marbury Hutchinson
was banished from the Massachusetts
Bay Colony in 1637 for her religious
beliefs. Therefore, I, Michael S. Dukakis, Governor of the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts, in order to signify an
end to all discrimination against
women and to mark the beginning of a
new era of recognition for the value of
all people in the life of the Commonwealth, do hereby declare and proclaim
that the banishment of the said Anne
Marbury Hutchinson should be, and to
the full extent of my powers, thereby is
revoked.”
At left, LaPlante stands before the Hutchinson Statue while addressing the
crowd. Former Governor Dukakis is
seated to her side.

The Massachusetts Caucus of Women Legislators is a bi-partisan, bicameral group of female legislators whose mission is to work to enhance the status of women throughout the Commonwealth. In
2005, with 50 legislators, women comprise 25% of the 200-person
MA Legislature. This monthly publication produced by the Caucus of
Women Legislators aims to inform elected state officials and the
public of the activities of the Caucus. To learn more about the Caucus, please visit our website at www.masswomen.org.
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85th Annual Women’s Equality Day
Women’s Equality Day, designated a national holiday by Congress in 1971, commemorates the passage of
the 19th Amendment in 1920, which gave women the right to vote.
The Boston Women Memorial at the Commonwealth Avenue Mall was the site of the 85th anniversary of
Women’s Equality Day the August 26, 2005. The event featured women’s professional advancement in particularly
male-dominated fields while recognizing the women’s suffrage movement as a foundation for these achievements.
Prominent female speakers from a variety of professional fields included:
●

JudyAnn Bigby, M.D., Brigham and Women’s Hospital

Barbara Lee (Emcee), President, Barbara Lee Family Foundation

●

●
●

Stacy Madison, Co-Owner, Stacy’s Pita Chip Company Inc.
Kathleen O’Toole, Commissioner, Boston Police Department
Susana Segat, President, SEIU Local 888

●

“I believe that in order for America to be as good in practice as it is in promise, we must have a critical
mass of women in leadership positions in town halls, state houses and in the corridors of power in Washington,
DC. When women are at the table the conversation changes---and women and families benefit,” said Barbara Lee.

At right (left to right):
JudyAnn Bigby; Kathleen
Casavant, MCSW Chair &
Treasurer
of
the
Massachusetts AFL-CIO;
Margo Hill, Deputy
Superintendent Boston
Police Dept. - DV unit;
Linda Brantley, MCSW
Executive Director; and
Kathleen O'Toole, Boston
Police Commissioner

Would you like to contribute to the next issue of the CWL Newsletter?
Photo and writing submissions are welcome. The deadline is October 15.
For more information, please contact:
Erica Mattison, Executive Director
Phone: 617-722-2266
E-mail: Erica.mattison@state.ma.us
Address: Room 460, State House
Boston, MA 02133
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UPCOMING EVENTS
In recognition of Domestic Violence Awareness Month,
we bring you three days of informative events.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS WEEK EVENTS

October 17-20
Sponsors include: Governor Mitt Romney,
Lieutenant Governor Kerry Healey,
The Governor's Commission on Sexual and Domestic Violence,
Senate President Robert Travaglini,
Senator Edward Augustus, Senator Pamela Resor, Representative Kay Khan, and
The Massachusetts Caucus of Women Legislators

Press Conference and Performance
Monday October 17, 1pm
Monday we will kick off a series of events designed to raise awareness about domestic violence and its consequences. First, we will hold a press conference during which a legislative resolution will be presented to recognize
the many advocates in Massachusetts working on behalf of victims of domestic violence.
The press conference will be followed by a play performed by Ben Atherton-Zelman, a nationally renowned
playwright. The one man play “Voices of Men” is a 36 minute, multi-media play that deals with sexual assault, dating & domestic violence, and sexual harassment & objectification.
Members of the public, including high school and college students are encouraged to attend.
Location: Gardner Auditorium, Massachusetts State House, Boston

Information Fair
Tuesday October 18, 10am-3pm
Members of the public and State House employees are invited to attend an information fair to learn about advocacy and direct service organizations working in the field of domestic violence.
Open to members of the public.
Location: Great Hall, State House

Battered Women and Child Custody Cases
Thursday October 20, 11am-1pm
Come hear an overview of “Battered Mothers Speak Out,” a human rights research report that examines what happens to battered women when they pursue child custody cases in the Massachusetts family courts.
Report Co-Author Monica Driggers will present a brief video on the Human Rights Tribunal, the testimonies
of battered women who have gone through difficult custody and visitation battles in the family courts. The video
will be followed by an overview of the report and its recommendations.
Following the talk, attendees will be able to view “Breaking the Silence: Children’s Stories,” a powerful new
PBS documentary that chronicles the impact of domestic violence on children and the recurring failings of family
courts across the country to protect them from their abusers. Questions to follow.
Open to members of the public.
Location: Hearing Room A-2, State House
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UPCOMING EVENTS
9th Annual Conference on Women's Health and the Environment
Monday October 24
9am-4pm
Boston Convention and Exhibition Center
Free. Registration is on a first come first served basis until October 14. To register, visit
www.reginavilla.com/heinz2005.html. Open to members of the pubic.

Caucus of Women Legislators Open House
Thursday October 27
2pm-3pm
Room 460, State House
The Caucus will hold an Open House during which attendees may view and learn about the
Suffrage Movement prints the Caucus has on display. Oakes Plimpton, grandson of artist
Blanche Ames, will be on hand to tell about the prints.
Light refreshments will be provided.
Open to legislators and State House staffers.

Money Conference for Women
A Project of State Treasurer Timothy Cahill
Saturday October 29
8am-3pm
Bunker Hill Community College, Boston
Free. Advance registration is required. For more information, please visit
www.themoneyconference.com. Open to members of the public.

Overview of the Commonwealth’s Affirmative Market Program
Thursday November 3
11:30am-12:30pm
Room 437, State House
The Caucus of Women Legislators invites you to meet Monserrate Quinones, Executive Director of The
Affirmative Market Program (AMP). Established by Executive Order 390, the AMP works with executive
branch departments and certified vendors. The AMP’s mission is to assist minority- and woman-owed
businesses (MBEs-WBEs) gain access to contracting opportunities with participating state entities.
Quinones will provide an overview of AMP and its services.
Open to members of the public.
Disclaimer: Only events specifically labeled as sponsored by The Caucus of Women Legislators have the endorsement of the organization. This calendar is a compilation of some CWL-sponsored events as well as other non-sponsored related topic events.
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Bringing Women to the Table

Left to right: Caucus House Chair Ellen Story, Caucus Executive Director, Guest
Speaker and Author Evelyn Murphy, and Caucus Senate Chair Marian Walsh.

Dozens of leading Massachusetts women gathered
on September 21, 2005 for Bringing Women to the Table, an
event sponsored by the MA Caucus of Women Legislators
and the MA Commission on the Status of Women.
This evening facilitates discussion among leading
women working in a variety of fields from politics to law to

education to business.
This fall’s speaker
was Evelyn Murphy, the
first female Lt. Governor of
Massachusetts and author
of “Getting Even: Why
Women Don't Get Paid
Like Men - and What to Do
About It.”
Murphy spoke
about the prevalence of
sex discrimination in hiring
and in compensation. The
more education a woman
has, the less she is making
in comparison to her male
peers who have an equal
amount of education.
“Female high school graduates will lose $700,000
because of sex discrimination; female college graduates will
lose $1.2 million; and female professional school graduates
will lose $2 million,” says Murphy.
Murphy, the founder and president of The Wage
(Women Are Getting Even) Project, encouraged attendees to
(Continued on page 7)

Up and Coming: A Reception for Young Women
While Bringing Women to the Table is designed for female
legislators, judges, CEO’s, and Presidents to come together to discuss areas of concern, the Caucus of Women Legislators also realizes the value of holding events for young professional women. This
fall the Caucus held “Up and
Coming: A Reception for
Young Women” for emergent
leaders to meet one another.
Women who work at
the State House were joined
by staff from area non-profit
organizations and universities on September 7 for the
event. Staff from organizations such as Preservation
Mass, The Women’s Union,
The Center for Women in PoliState Representative Linda Dorcena
tics and Public Policy at
Forry with Lindsay Snyder of the
Women’s Union, Monica Driggers of the UMass Boston, and the Center
for Women and Enterprise
Wellesley Centers for Women, and Bettina Fest, Aide to Legislator Pat Jehlen.
attended the reception.

“The Up and Coming Reception was an impressive event. I
was happy to see so many women attend and network. The informal
atmosphere made it very easy to talk and get to know one another,”
said State Representative Jennifer Flanagan, a former State House
Aide.
Other attendees commented:

•

“I met many interesting women and heard more encouragement for me to run for office one day!”

•

“It was a great opportunity to meet and network with other
young politically minded women.”

•

“I found it really inspiring to meet the women legislators on a
one-to-one level and hear about their journey to Election Day.”
“The event provided a chance to meet and network with women
from my generation who are politically aware and active.”
The Caucus of Women Legislators plans to hold at least
two “Up and Coming Receptions” each year, with the next being
scheduled for spring of 2006.

To view more photos from either event, please visit www.masswomen.org.
2005, Issue 8

Page 6

Department of Labor Women’s Bureau
The Caucus of Women Legislators was pleased to welcome to the State
House Jacqueline Cooke, Regional Administrator to the U.S. Department of
Labor Women’s Bureau on August 30.
The event was part of a series of chats
the Caucus hosted in August for aides
and legislators to become more familiar
with several topics and organizations.
The mission of the Department
of Labor Women’s Bureau is to promote
the well being of wage-earning women,
improve their working conditions, increase their efficiency, and advance their
opportunities for profitable employment.
Cooke shared information about
the many projects she oversees for the
New England region.
One initiative, the Group EMentoring in Nursing (GEM-Nursing), is
designed to increase awareness of the
benefits of a career in nursing for both

men and women. It
consists of a dynamic
website
featuring
valuable information
on the nursing profession, educational programs, and links to
financial aid resources.
Cooke is also
Jacqueline Cooke
promoting the replication of a Women's Bureau Demonstration Project, the Girls E-Mentoring In Science, Engineering & Technology (GEMSET), which links girls ages 13-18 with
volunteer women mentors in the fields of
science, engineering and technology via
e-mail and a website to help increase the
awareness of the economic benefits and
the career options available in these
fields. The 3-year-old project promoted
mentorship and family and community

involvement to prepare and encourage
girls to study and enter the fields of science, engineering and technology.
The Bureau also recognizes the
importance of providing financial advice
to women. Wi$e Up is a financial education demonstration project targeted to
Generation X women ages 22 to 35. The
centerpiece of the program is an eightmodule curriculum offered online, as
well as in a classroom setting in educational institutions and other organizations.
In addition to administering
these projects, Cooke stated that "the
Women's Bureau sponsors educational
conferences, advises women on issues
of concern in the workplace, and connects working women with organizations
and government services."

Congratulations to Caucus Co-Chair Senator Marian Walsh for being named the Massachusetts Nurses Association Legislator of the Year!

At Caucus Dinner, Murphy Addresses Wage Gap
(Continued from page 6)

take action so that companies do not continue to unfairly compensate women workers. In her book, she lays out a 10-year
plan for eliminating the wage gap.
“I was pleased to have the opportunity to hear from
Evelyn Murphy,” said event attendee Charlene Neu of the Center for Women and Enterprise. “She draws on her economic
expertise, as well as public policy and elected office experience in her compelling book about the state of women's
wages in the U.S. Lt. Governor Murphy provides a topic of dis-

cussion, a rallying point and a blueprint for business, government and academia to examine the issue of pay equity in the
workplace.”
"It was a great evening,” commented State Representative Anne Paulsen. “Evelyn Murphy provided excellent comments about women's economic disadvantages. I had the
opportunity to meet two wonderful juvenile court judges and
learn of their concerns about children, especially girls, in the
court system."
The next Bringing Women to the Table dinner will be
held in spring 2006.
Left to right: Former State Representative Carol Donovan; Barbara
McCarthy, Mass Bay Community College Dean for Faculty Development and Academic Effectiveness; Judge Barbara Lenk; Kate
McDonough, National Association of Women Business Owners; Charlene Neu, Manager of Principal Gifts and Events at the Center for
Women and Enterprise; and Donna Mullen Good, CEO of the Center
for Women and Enterprise.
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