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House of Representatives, Feb. 14, 1930.

The committee on Legal Affairs, to whom was referred
so much of the annual report of the Judicial Council of
Massachusetts (Pub. Doc. 144) as relates to the disposi-
tion of fines in connection with cases involving violations
of the laws relating to motor vehicles, report the accom-
panying bill (House, No. 1048).

For the committee,

PHILIP BARNET.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty.

An Act requiring that so much of Any Fine imposed
or Sum ordered paid in a Motor Vehicle Violation
Case as represents the Expense of the Trial be credited
to the Political Subdivision chargeable therewith.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section six of chapter two hundred and eighty of
2 the General Laws is hereby amended by adding at
3 the end thereof the following: Any such expense
4 thus determined and included in fines in motor
5 vehicle cases or ordered paid in such cases shall not
6 be remitted to the commonwealth, but credited to
7 the county, or municipality, required by law to pay
8 such expense, or chargeable therewith, —so as to
9 read as follows; Section 6. Before imposing a

10 fine as a penalty or part penalty for a crime, the
11 court or justice shall determine the reasonable and
12 actual expenses of the prosecution, including the
13 services of officers and witnesses, the detention and
14 support of the defendant and the expense of serving
15 a mittimus or other warrant of commitment; and
16 may impose a fine, not exceeding the maximum fine
17 prescribed for the crime, which shall include the
18 whole or any part of the amount of the expenses so
19 found and determined. If the presiding justice is of
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20 opinion that the maximum fine is an inadequate pen-
-21 alty for the crime committed, he may impose such
22 maximum fine and order the defendant to pay the
23 whole or any part of the expenses of the prosecution.
24 Defendants who pay such expenses after commit-
-25 ment shall also pay the expense of commitment.
26 Any such expense thus determined and included
27 in fines in motor vehicle cases or ordered paid in such
28 cases shall not be remitted to the commonwealth,
29 but credited to the county, or municipality, required
30 by law to pay such expense, or chargeable therewith.




