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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

From various sources, apparently thoroughly reliable,
come alarming reports of the increased use of and traffic
in habit-forming drugs. This is profoundly disturbing
since there is probably nothing that strikes a more in-
sidious blow at the foundations of a free people than such
a traffic which renders its victims powerless to carry their
share of responsibility as citizens. By habit-forming
drugs we ordinarily think of morphine, cocaine, and their
derivatives. There has of late been added through the
extensive sales of preparations purporting to relieve pain
the menace of addiction to drugs derived from coal tar.

These matters were extensively studied by a special
commission some fifteen years ago and data on the prev-
alence of addiction and plans for service to these unfor-
tunate groups were suggested and steps to follow out
these suggestions taken. With Federal legislation on this
matter which seemed to give promise of control, the
State’s activities in caring for these addicts somewhat
lapsed.

With the institution of prohibition there was some ap-
prehension that there might be a very serious increase in
morphine addiction. There seems to be no definite evi-
dence that this increase has occurred in anything like the
magnitude feared. I find, however, that in the various
State departments which have contact with one phase or
another of these problems there are little data on the
present prevalence of addiction or traffic in these drugs,
so that it is impossible to say to what extent the situation
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is more menacing than it was when so carefully studied
fifteen years ago.

Because of the vital importance of these matters to the
State, because of the disturbing rumors in regard to them,
and because of the almost complete lack of precise data on
these matters, I request that the Legislature authorize
the Governor to appoint a Special Commission of seven
persons representing the various aspects of this complex
matter which shall study the prevalence of the addiction
to habit-forming drugs within the Commonwealth, and if
conditions warrant make recommendations as to how the
Commonwealth can best protect itself against this grave
menace, and report to the next General Court.

FRANK G. ALLEN.






