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House of Repeesentatives, April 2, 1930.

ERNEST J. DEAN.

HOUSE No. 1230

The committees on Rules to the two branches acting
concurrently, to whom was referred the petition (accom-
panied by bill, House, No. 705) of Ernest J. Dean that the
messengers of the General Court be designated as court
officers and be vested with the necessary powers therefor,
report the accompanying bill (House, No. 1230).

For the committee,
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty.

An Act to change the Name of the Messengers of the
General Court and to define their Powers and Duties.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 in part defeat its purpose, therefore it is hereby de-
-3 dared to be an emergency law, necessary for the
4 immediate preservation of public convenience.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section seventeen of chapter three of
2 the General Laws is hereby amended by adding at the
3 end thereof the following; For any criminal offence
4 committed in any part of the state house, or on any
5 premises occupied by a committee traveling under
6 authority of the general court when away from the
7 state house, the sergeant-at-arms, the doorkeepers,
8 assistant doorkeepers of either branch of the general
9 court, and the court officers shall have and exercise

10 within the commonwealth all the powers of police
11 officers and in respect to the service of such processes
12 and orders as may be enjoined upon them by the
13 general court or any committee thereof shall have the
14 powers of constables within the commonwealth.

1 Section 2. Section eighteen of said chapter three,
2 as most recently amended by section one of chap-
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3 ter three hundred and forty of the acts of nineteen
4 hundred and twenty-seven, is hereby further amended
5 by striking out, in the eighth line, the word “mes-
-6 sengers” and inserting in place thereof the words:
7 court officers, —soas to read as follows: Section 18.
8 There shall be a doorkeeper for each branch, each
9 at a salary of twenty-five hundred dollars, and such

10 assistant doorkeepers as it may direct, each at a

11 salary of two thousand dollars; a postmaster at a
12 salary of twenty-five hundred dollars; an assistant
13 postmaster at a salary of fifteen hundred dollars; a
14 porter in the lobby of the house of representatives at
15 a salary of fifteen hundred dollars; court officers,
16 each at a salary of eighteen hundred dollars; pages
17 whose compensation shall be six hundred and fifty
18 dollars each for the regular annual session and a sum
19 not exceeding three dollars for each day’s service
20 after said session; a clerk to take charge of the legis-
-21 lative document room at a salary of twenty-five hun-
-22 dred dollars, an assistant clerk of said room at a salary
23 of nineteen hundred dollars, and such assistants
24 therein as may be necessary, for whose fitness and
25 good conduct the sergeant-at-arms shall be respon-
-26 sible.

1 Section 3. Section nineteen of said chapter three,
2 as amended by section one of chapter two hundred
3 and twenty-eight of the acts of nineteen hundred and
4 twenty-three, is hereby further amended by striking
5 out said section and inserting in place thereof the
6 following:
7 Section 19. The number of doorkeepers, assistant
8 doorkeepers, court officers and pages of the senate
9 and of the house shall not exceed forty-one in all.
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1 Section 4. Section twenty of said chapter three,
2 as most recently amended by section one of chapter
3 two hundred and one of the acts of nineteen hundred
4 and twenty-eight, is hereby further amended by
5 striking out, in the second and third lines, the word
6 “messengers” and inserting in place thereof the
7 words: • court officers, —soas to read as follows:
8 Section 20. The sergeant-at-arms, doorkeepers, as-
-9 sistant doorkeepers, court officers and pages, the

10 postmaster and assistant postmaster, the clerks in
11 the sergeant-at-arms’ office, and the clerk, assistant
12 clerk and other assistants in the legislative document
13 room shall each receive for each annual session four
14 dollars and twenty cents for every mile of ordinary
15 traveling distance from their places of abode to the
16 place of the sitting of the general court. Payments
17 to persons authorized to receive compensation under
18 this section shall be made from the treasury of the
19 commonwealth in anticipation of an appropriation, in
20 the month of January of each year, upon the cer-
-21 tificate of the sergeant-at-arms approved by the
22 president of the senate and the speaker of the house
23 of representatives.


