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Executive Department Boston, May 23, 1930.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

There is no matter which is of greater concern to our
people than the maintenance of fair prices for those
commodities which are termed the necessaries of life. If
exorbitant and unreasonable rates are demanded, it
works a direct hardship upon a very large majority of our
people. Unwarranted prices of food, rent, clothing or
fuel create distress particularly among our wage earners.
This is especially true during periods of business depres-
sion, when unemployment prevails. It is essential, there-
fore, that every safeguard possible should be provided
in order to prevent unjust and extortionate charges for
the necessaries of life.

To be sure, when the Special Commission on the
Necessaries of Life was created in 1919, an emergency
existed which required immediate relief. The Com-
mission was alert to its opportunities and ably demon-
strated its utility in a new field of economic research and
social service. Moreover, there has been a continued
public demand for the service which only a board with
the powers of this one could render. The General Court
has recognized this and continued the Commission from
year to year.

The agreement between the operators and the anthra-
cite coal miners expires September first and a condition
may arise which will seriously interfere with our securing
our domestic supply of fuel for next winter. It therefore
appears highly desirable to retain to the Governor the
power and authority to appoint an emergency fuel ad-
ministrator formerly contained in the act under which
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the Special Commission on the Necessaries of Life func-
tioned. The Commonwealth should not at the present
time dispense with the unique and valuable service
which a board of this character can provide.

I earnestly recommend legislation providing for the
establishment of a division on the Necessaries of Life
in the Department of Labor and Industries. This
division should be established in the usual manner and
should be provided with all the powers which recently
resided in the Commission on the Necessaries of Life.
Provision should be made for a Director to administer
the division and a sufficient appropriation to allow for
current expenses.

FRANK G. ALLEN.






