
SENATE 29
To accompany the petition of Joseph Finnegan for an investiga-

tion by a special commission (including members of the General
Court) of the organization, work and expenditures of the existing
administrative departments of the Commonwealth, with a view to
relieving the tax burden of the Commonwealth by reducing the
number of said departments. Rules.

One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirtv-Thr

Resolve establishing a Special Commission to investi-
gate the Organization, Work and Expenditures of
the Existing Administrative Departments of the
Commonwealth, with a View to relieving the Tax
Burden of the Commonwealth by reducing thenumber of said departments.

Number of Said Departments.
1 Resolved, That a special commission is hereby
2 established, to consist of three members of the
3 senate to be appointed by the president, five
4 members of the house of representatives to be
5 appointed by the speaker and five persons not
6 members of the general court to be appointed by
7 the governor with the advice and consent of the
8 council. The commission shall choose its chair-
9 man, and shall be known as the commission on

10 state administration and expenditures. It shall
11 be the duty of the commission to investigate and
12 consider the administrative organization of the
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13 state government, the functions and duties of the
14 several departments, and the possibility of reduc-
-15 ing the number of state departments with result-
-16 ant reduction of expenditures, without impairing
17 efficiency, including the following:
18 (1) Whether the provisions of Article LXVI of
19 the amendments to the constitution and of the
20 laws for the reorganization of the executive and
21 administrative work of the commonwealth into
22 not more than twenty departments have been
23 carried out in letter and spirit, and what, if any,
24 administrative changes should be made to pro-
-25 mote efficiency and to prevent waste and duplica-
-26 tion of effort and unnecessary expense.
27 (2) The method of administering the provisions
28 of the constitution and the laws with reference to
29 the budget, and whether any changes are ad-
-30 visable in method, procedure or law governing the
31 appropriation and expenditure of public money.
32 (3) Whether, having in view the entire pro-
-33 gramme of the state’s undertakings, the needs of
34 the state, and the cost and relative importance of
35 each undertaking, there are any which it is ad-
-36 visable that the state should curtail or wholly
37 give up.
38 (4) Concerning departmental and institutional
39 business organization and management, and the
40 method of handling and auditing departmental,
41 institutional and other accounts of the common-
-42 wealth.
43 (5) Ways and means whereby comprehensive
44 plans may be made in advance concerning the
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45 needs of the several departments for a series of
46 years, especially with respect to construction of
47 new buildings, highways, harbor improvements,
48 development of state forests, and other public
49 works.
50 (6) Whether any changes are desirable in the
51 number of positions in the services of the several
52 departments or in the amounts and method of
53 classification and standardization of salaries,
54 including those established by law, having a view
55 to economy on the one hand and to the value of
56 the services performed and to efficiency of man-
-57 agement and operation on the other.
58 (7) What changes in the method of purchasing
59 supplies, disposing of the products of the state’s
60 institutions and disposing of property not in use
61 and fit for salvage are desirable, with a view to the
62 greatest economy.
63 (8) The advisability of taking further steps
64 toward placing any of the activities of the state
65 on a self-supporting basis, through the charging of
66 fees or otherwise.
67 The commission shall report its findings, with
68 such recommendations and drafts for such legis-
-69 lation as it may deem expedient, to the next
70 annual session of the general court by filing the
71 same with the clerk of the house of representatives
72 on or before the first Wednesday in January,
73 nineteen hundred and thirty-four. Upon the
74 filing of such report, the existence of the commis-
-75 sion shall terminate. The commission shall be
76 furnished with rooms in the state house. The
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77 commission may give public hearings, and may
require by summonses the attendance and testi-
mony of witnesses and the production of books
and papers relating to any matter under investi-
gation, and may administer oaths to witnesses
testifying before it. Such summonses shall be
issued and such oaths administered by the chair
man of the commission. A witness who gives false84
testimony or who fails to appear when duly sum85
moned shall be subject to the same penalties to86
which a witness before a court is subject when so87
offending.88

The commission may expend such sums for ex89
90 penses, travel, clerical and other assistance as may
91 be approved by the governor and council, not ex-

ceeding such sum as the general court may appro-92

priate; provided, that the members of the com93
mission shall not receive compensation except94
for expenses actually incurred in the discharge of95

commission may avail itself of96 their duties. The com

97 the services of the department of the commission
m administration and finaOs


