
SENATE 30
To accompany the petition of Peter G. Adell and others for an

investigation by a special commission (including members of the
General Court) relative to the administration of the city of Boston
and the finance commission of said city and also relative to the
application of laws, regulations and practices applicable to the civil
service and school system of the city of Boston. Rules of the two
branches acting concurrently.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Three,

A Resolve providing for an Investigation by a Special
Commission of the Administration of the City of
Boston including the Finance Commission.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this Resolve
2 would cause substantial inconvenience, therefore,
3 it is hereby declared to be an emergency law
4 necessary for the immediate preservation of the
5 public convenience.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Resolved, That a special commission consisting
2 of the attorney general or an assistant attorney
3 general designated by him, one member of the
4 senate to be designated by the president thereof
5 and three members of the house of representatives
6 to be designated by the speaker thereof shall
7 investigate the present financial condition, the
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8 fiscal system, and the sound future paying ability
9 and limitations of the city of Boston, including the

10 municipal expenditures and undertakings of said
11 city during the administration of the present
12 mayor, and the administration of said city by its
13 officers, boards, departments, and employees,
14 including the finance commission, during the
15 administration of the present mayor, and during
16 such previous periods as the commission may
17 deem expedient, and shall further investigate civil
18 service laws, regulations and practices applicable
19 to the city of Boston, and any and all laws appli-
-20 cable to Boston governing the expenditures for
21 schools, schoolhouses and school buildings, and
22 the administration of schools, with a view to dis-
-23 covering whether the administration under the
24 present mayor has been economically and finan-
-25 daily wise, sound, efficient, and honest, or
26 whether it has been the cause of tax levies un-
-27 necessarily burdensome, and with a view to
28 determining whether the civil service laws or laws
29 relating to school expenditures, schoolhouses,
30 school buildings or school administration, or any
31 of them, are an undue hindrance to a wise and
32 economical determination or administration of
33 the expenses of said city, and with a view to
34 recommending such changes in the city charter,
35 fiscal system, or administration as it shall deem
36 necessary or desirable to provide an efficient,
37 sound, and honest administration of said city.
38 The commission shall be provided with quarters
39 in the state house or elsewhere. For the purposes
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40 of this resolve it may hold public hearings, may
41 require the attendance and testimony of wit-
-42 nesses under oath, and the production of books
43 and papers pertinent to the matter under investi-
-44 gation. Such a summons may be issued by the
45 attorney general, or by any member of the com-
-46 mission, and shall be served in the same manner
47 as summonses for witnesses in criminal cases
48 issued in behalf of the commonwealth, and all
49 provisions of law relative to summonses issued in
50 such cases shall apply to summonses issued under
51 authority of this resolve, so far as they are appli-
-52 cable. Such witnesses shall, before testifying, be
53 sworn by a member of the commission. Any
54 justice of the supreme judicial or of the superior
55 court may, upon application of the attorney
56 general or of counsel for the commission, compel
57 the attendance of witnesses summoned as afore-
-58 said and the giving of testimony before the com-
-59 mission in furtherance of any investigation under
60 this resolve, in the same manner and to the same
61 extent as before said courts. No person shall be
62 excused from attending and testifying in the
63 course of such investigation, or from producing
64 any books, papers, or documents, on the ground
65 that his testimony or evidence, documentary or
66 otherwise, may tend to incriminate him or subject
67 him to a penalty or forfeiture; but he shall not be
68 prosecuted or subjected to penalty or forfeiture
69 for or on account of any action, matter or thing
70 concerning which he may be required to testify or
71 produce evidence, documentary or otherwise, in
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72 the course of such investigation, except for per-
-73 jury committed in such testimony.
74 The commission may employ one or more
75 counsel, a secretary, and such other agents and
76 employees as it deems advisable, and shall recom-
-77 mend the compensation of any and all such to the
78 governor. It may expend, after an appropriation
79 has been made therefor, for legal, clerical and
80 other services and expenses such sums not ex-
-81 ceeding in the aggregate one hundred thousand
82 dollars as may be approved by the governor and
83 council. Any and all money expended shall be
84 made a charge against said city, and included in
85 the next state tax assessed on said city.
86 The commission shall report, not later than
87 June first, nineteen hundred and thirty-three, to
88 the general court the results of its investigations
89 and recommendations, if any, including recom-
-90 mendations for the submission to the attorney
91 general or the district attorney of any county,
92 where it believes a crime or crimes may have been
93 committed, of such evidence or information as it
94 deems pertinent, and shall file with such report to
95 the general court such drafts of legislation as it
96 may deem necessary or advisable to carry its
97 recommendations or any of them into effect, by
98 filing the same with the clerk of the house of
99 representatives.


