
SENATE 161

To accompany the petition of Charles G. Miles for legislation
relative to the composition of local boards of health and to the powers
and duties of chairmen and health officers of said boards. Public
Health.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Three.

An Act relative to the Composition of Local Boards
of Health and to the Powers and Duties of Chair-
men and Health Officers of Said Boards.
Be it enacted by the Senate and Home of Repre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section twenty-six of chapter one
2 hundred and eleven of the General Laws, as
3 appearing in the Tercentenary edition thereof,
4 is hereby amended by striking out, in the second
5 line, the words “one of whom shall be a phy-
-6 sician” and inserting in place thereof the words:
7■— two of whom shall be physicians, —so as
Bto read as follows: —Section 26. In each city,
9 except Boston, the board of health shall consist

10 of three persons, two of whom shall be physi-
-11 cians. No one of them shall be a member of
12 the city council. One member shall be appointed
13 in January of each year for three years from the
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14 first Monday of the following February. Unless
15 a different mode of appointment or election is
16 provided in the city charter, the members shall
17 be appointed by the mayor, subject to confirma-
-18 tion by the board of aldermen, and may be
19 removed by the mayor for cause, and vacancies
20 shall be filled by appointment for the residue
21 of the unexpired term. Members of the board
22 shall receive such compensation as the city
23 council may determine. Boards of health in
24 towns shall be chosen as provided in chapter
25 forty-one.

1 Section 2. Section twenty-seven of said chap-
-2 ter one hundred and eleven, as so appearing,
3 is hereby amended by inserting after the word
4 “chairman” in the second line the words:
5 , who shall direct the policy of the board, and
6 by adding at the end thereof the words: —No
7 person shall perform the duties of health officer
8 elected by the board, unless he is a duly registered
9 physician, —so as to read as follows: - Section 27.

10 Every such board shall organize annually by the
11 choice of one of its number as chairman, who shall
12 direct the policy of the board. It may make rules
13 and regulations for its own government and for the
14 government of its officers, agents and assistants.
15 It may appoint a physician to the board, who
16 shall hold his office during its pleasure, may
17 choose a clerk, who in a city shall not be a mera-
-18 ber of the board, and may employ the necessary
19 officers, agents and assistants to execute the
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20 health laws and its regulations. It may fix the
21 salary or other compensation of such physician
22 and its clerk and other agents and assistants.
23 No person shall perform the duties of health
24 officer elected by the board, unless he is a duly
25 registered physician.

1 Section 3. This act shall take effect January
2 first, nineteen hundred and thirty-four.




