
SENATE 243
To accompany the petition of Thomas Worcester for legislation

relative to the non-criminal disposition of certain motor vehicle cases.
Joint Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Three.

An Act relative to Minor Traffic Violations.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter ninety of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section twenty the
3 following section:
4 Section 20A. In addition to the usual method
5 for the prosecution of violations of any ordinance,
6 by-law, rule or regulation of cities and towns
7 relative to traffic and the regulation thereof,
8 there shall be the alternative method hereinafter
9 set forth.

10 Any person violating any ordinance, by-law,
11 rule or regulation of cities and towns relative to
12 traffic and the regulation thereof may be given a
13 notice directing him to appear at any time during
14 office hours, but not earlier than four days nor
15 later than ten days after the date of said notice,
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16 before the clerk of the district court having
17 jurisdiction.
18 Such notice shall contain the name, address
19 and operator’s license number if known, of the
20 offender; the registration number of the vehicle
21 involved; the time and place of the violation,
22 and the specific offence charged and the specified
23 fine therefor; and a copy shall be transmitted to
24 the clerk of the court before whom the offender
25 has been notified to appear not later than the
26 second court day after the delivery or mailing of
27 the same to an offender.
28 If a person receiving such a notice does not
29 desire to contest the case, he may, within the
30 time specified in the notice, either in person or

31 by agent or attorney authorized by him in writ
32 ing pay said clerk such fine or forfeiture as may
33 be established for such violation by standing
34 order of the chief justice of the municipal court
35 of the city of Boston for said court, and by
36 standing order of the administrative committee
37 of the district courts as created by section forty-
38 three A of chapter two hundred and eighteen for
39 said courts, not to exceed the maximum fine or
40 forfeiture provided by law. Such payment shall
41 operate as a final disposition of the case and the
42 proceedings shall not be deemed criminal.
43 If a person receiving such a notice desires to
44 contest the case, he shall notify said clerk within
45 the time specified in the notice. The clerk shall
46 forthwith notify the police department concerned
47 to this effect and the case shall thereafter be
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48 prosecuted as a criminal complaint in the usual
49 manner.
50 If a person receiving such a notice fails to
51 appear before said clerk within the time specified
52 in the notice, or to comply with the provisions of
53 one of the preceding two paragraphs, the said
54 clerk shall forthwith upon the expiration of ten
55 days from the date of such notice so advise the
56 police department concerned. Such department
57 may forthwith make a complaint and follow the
58 usual procedure established for criminal cases,
59 and the offender shall not thereafter have the
60 benefit of the non-criminal disposition of the
61 case unless permitted by the court. The court
62 which hears the criminal complaint shall be
63 advised that a notice under the procedure herein
64 established was delivered or mailed to the de-
65 fendant, who failed to appear as therein directed,
66 and the court may in its discretion impose a
67 sum, not exceeding ten dollars as costs in addi-
68 tion to any other penalty provided by law.
69 A full record shall be kept by th 6 clerk of each
70 district court of every case disposed of by the
71 payment of a fine or forfeiture to the clerk of the
72 court, as provided herein.




