
SENATE 296

January 18, 1933.

The committee on Constitutional Law, to which was
referred the Message (from files of 1932) from the Gov-
ernor (Senate, No. 50) transmitting, in accordance with
the request of the Department of State, a certified copy
of a Resolution of Congress, entitled “Joint Resolution
proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the
United States fixing the commencement of the Terms of
President and Vice President and Members of Congress
and fixing the time of the assembling of Congress”,—
accompanied by a letter of the Honorable Secretary of
State of the United States, requesting the submission of
the same to the Legislature, reports the accompanying
resolutions (Senate, No. 296).

For the committee,

ANGIER L. GOODWIN.

Che Commontoealth of Massachusetts
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Three.

Resolutions ratifying the Proposed Amendment to the
Constitution of the United States fixing the Com-
mencement of the Terms of President and Vice Presi-
dent and Members of Congress and fixing the Time of
the Assembling of Congress.

1 Whereas, The seventy-second Congress by both
2 houses passed the following proposed amendment to
3 the Constitution of the United States by a constitu-
-4 tional majority of two thirds thereof, to wit,
5 “Joint Resolution proposing an amendment to the
6 Constitution of the United States fixing the com-
-7 mencement of the Terms of President and Vice
8 President and Members of Congress and fixing the
9 time of the assembling of Congress.

“Article
10 “Section 1. The terms of the President and Vice
11 President shall end at noon on the 20th day of Janu-
-12 ary, and the terms of Senators and Representatives at
13 noon on the 3d day of January, of the years in which
14 such terms wT ould have ended if this article had not
15 been ratified: and the terms of their successors shall
16 then begin.
17 “Sec. 2. The Congress shall assemble at least
18 once in every year, and such meeting shall begin at
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19 noon on the 3d day of January, unless they shall by
20 law appoint a different day.
21 “Sec. 3. If, at the time fixed for the beginning
22 of the term of the President, the President elect shall
23 have died, the Vice President elect shall become
24 President. If a President shall not have been chosen
25 before the time fixed for the beginning of his term,
26 or if the President elect shall have failed to qualify,
27 then the Vice President elect shall act as President
28 until a President shall have qualified: and the Congress
29 may by law provide for the case wherein neither a
30 President elect nor a Vice President elect shall have
31 qualified, declaring who shall then act as President,
32 or the manner in which one who is to act shall be
33 selected, and such person shall act accordingly until
34 a President or Vice President shall have qualified.
35 “Sec. 4. The Congress may by law provide for
36 the case of the death of any of the persons from whom
37 the House of Representatives may choose a President
38 whenever the right of choice shall have devolved
39 upon them, and for the case of the death of any of the
40 persons from whom the Senate may choose a Vice
41 President whenever the right of choice shall have
42 devolved upon them.
43 “Sec. 5. Sections 1 and 2 shall take effect on the
44 15th day of October following the ratification of this
45 article.
46 “Sec. 6. This article shall be inoperative unless
47 it shall have been ratified as an amendment to the
48 Constitution by the legislatures of three-fourths of
49 the several States within seven years from the date
50 of its submission.”;

51 Resolved, That the said proposed amendment is
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52 hereby ratified by the legislature of the commonwealth
53 of Massachusetts;

54 Resolved, That a certified copy of the foregoing pre-
-55 amble and resolution be forwarded by the Governor to
56 the Secretary of State of the United States, in ac-
-57 cordance with section two hundred and five of the
58 Revised Statutes of the United States.

Senate, Jan. 18, 1933.

Adopted. Sent down for concurrence

IRVING N. HAYDEN,
Clerk.


