
To accompany the petition of W. Harold Hitchcock and others for
legislation relative to the consolidation of certain departments in the
town of Dedham. Towns.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Three.

An Act to consolidate Certain Departments in the
Town of Dedham under the Selectmen.

1 Section 1. Upon the acceptance of this act as
2 hereinafter provided and upon the election and
3 qualification of the selectmen of the town of
4 Dedham to be elected at the annual town election
5 of nineteen hundred and thirty-four, all the
6 powers, rights, duties and liabilities conferred or
7 imposed by law or by any by-law of the town of
8 Dedham upon the sewer commissioners, the park
9 commissioners, the tree warden, the cemetery

10 commissioners, and the gypsy moth superin-
-11 tendent of such town shall be transferred to and
12 conferred and imposed upon the selectmen, and
13 the said offices shall be abolished, whether estab-
-14 lished under general or special law.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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1 Section 2. As soon as practicable after the
2 acceptance of this act, the selectmen shall ap-
-3 point a commissioner of public works for a term
4 expiring April first, nineteen hundred and thirty-
-5 five. Thereafter the selectmen shall annually
6 in March appoint such commissioner for a term
7 of one year beginning on April first. He shall
8 be appointed without regard to his political
9 belief and he may or may not be, when appointed,

10 a resident of the town or the commonwealth.
11 The selectmen by a majority vote may at any
12 time remove him for cause after a hearing, pro-
-13 vided a written statement setting forth specific
14 reasons for such removal is filed with the town
15 clerk and a copy thereof delivered to or sent by
16 registered mail to him. Such decision of the
17 selectmen shall be final.

1 Section 3. The commissioner of public works
2 shall be the administrative head of all the de-
-3 partments of the town government mentioned
4 in section one hereof and likewise shall be super-
-5 intendent of streets and have charge of street
6 lighting. He shall be subject to the direction
7 and supervision of the selectmen. His powers
8 and duties in addition to those otherwise imposed
9 upon him shall include the following:

10 (a) To organize, continue or discontinue, from
11 time to time, such divisions or departments, not
12 inconsistent with the provisions of this act, as
13 may be determined by vote of the selectmen.
14 (5) To appoint upon merit and fitness alone,
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15 and except as otherwise provided herein, to
16 remove all superintendents or chiefs of the said
17 departments and all subordinate officers and
18 employees therein and to fix the salaries and
19 wages of all subordinates and employees except
20 as otherwise provided. The superintendents or

21 chiefs of departments shall not be removed by
22 the commissioner of public works, except after
23 five days’ notice in writing, which notice shall
24 state the cause of the removal.
25 (c) To attend all regular meetings of the
26 selectmen when requested by them, and to
27 recommend to the selectmen for adoption such
28 measures requiring action by them or by the
29 town as he may deem necessary or expedient.
30 (d) To keep full and complete records of his
31 office, and to render as often as may be required
32 by the selectmen a full report of all operations
33 during the period reported on; and annually, or
34 oftener if required by the selectmen, to make a
35 synopsis of all the reports for publication.
36 (e) To keep the selectmen fully advised as to
37 the needs of the town within the scope of his
38 duties, and to furnish the selectmen on or before
39 the thirty-first day of December of each year a
40 detailed list of the appropriations required dur-
-41 ing the next ensuing fiscal year for the proper
42 conduct of all departments of the town under his
43 control.

1 Section 4. This act shall be submitted to the
2 voters of the town of Dedham for acceptance at
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3 the next annual election. The vote shall be
4 taken by ballot in answer to the following ques-
-5 tion which shall be printed on the official ballot
6 to be used at said election for the election of
7 town officers: “Shall an act passed by the
8 General Court in the year 1933 entitled ‘An
9 Act to Consolidate Certain Departments in the

10 Town of Dedham under the Selectmen’ be
11 accepted?” If this act shall be accepted by a
12 majority of the voters voting thereon it shall take
13 effect forthwith.

1 Section 5. So much of this act as authorizes
2 the submission of the question of its acceptance
3 to the registered voters of said town shall take
4 effect upon its passage.


