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Senate, June 15, 1933.
The committee on Highways and Motor Vehicles, to

whom was recommitted the Senate Bill prohibiting the
use of trailers on the ways of the Commonwealth (Senate,
No. 389), report that the same ought to pass, with an
amendment substituting therefor a new draft entitled
“An Act prohibiting the use of Certain Trailers on the
Ways of the Commonwealth” (Senate, No. 455).

For the committee,

EDWARD H. NUTTING.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Three.

An Act prohibiting the Use of Certain Trailers on the
Ways of the Commonwealth.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section one of chapter ninety of the
2 General Laws, as most recently amended by section
3 one of chapter two hundred and seventy-one of the
4 acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-two, is hereby
5 further amended by inserting after the word “ve-
-6 hides” in the forty-sixth line, as appearing in the
7 Tercentenary edition, the following new paragraphs:—
8 “Semi-trailer”, a trailer so designed and used in
9 combination with a tractor that some part of its own

10 weight and that of its load rests upon, and is carried
11 by, the tractor.
12 “Semi-trailer unit”, a motor unit composed of a
13 tractor and a semi-trailer.

1 Section 2. Said section one, amended as afore-
-2 said, is hereby further amended by striking out the
3 definition of “Trailer” as contained in the fifty-second
4 to the fifty-sixth lines, inclusive, as so appearing, and
5 inserting in place thereof the following definitions:
6 “Tractor”, a motor vehicle of the tractor type
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7 having no independent carrying capacity, but which
8 is designed and used for drawing another vehicle, or
9 for industrial or agricultural purposes.

10 “Trailer”, a vehicle used for carrying passengers
11 or personal property and having no motive power of
12 its own, but which is drawn by, or used in combina-
-13 tion with, a motor vehicle. It shall not include a
14 pole dolly or pole dickey, so called, nor a pair of
15 wheels commonly used as an implement for other
16 purposes than transportation.

1 Section 3. Section nineteen of said chapter ninety,
2 as so appearing, is hereby amended by striking out the
3 last sentence and inserting in place thereof the fol-
-4 lowing: No trailer having a carrying capacity of
5 more than one thousand pounds, other than a semi-
-6 trailer, shall be operated or drawn on the ways of the
7 commonwealth; and no motor vehicle shall be op-
-8 erated on any way to draw more than one trailer or
9 other vehicle.

1 Section 4. Section thirty-three of said chapter
2 ninety is hereby amended by striking out the para-
-3 graph contained in the twenty-first to the forty-first
4 lines, inclusive, as so appearing, and inserting in place
5 thereof the following two paragraphs:
6 For the registration of every non-gasoline driven
7 automobile used for the transportation of goods,
8 wares or merchandise except an electric motor truck
9 or an electric commercial automobile, fifty cents, or,

10 in the case of an electric motor truck or an electric
11 commercial automobile so used, twenty-five cents,
12 and of every gasoline driven automobile and of every
13 trailer so used, fifteen cents, for every hundred pounds
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14 of the weight of such vehicle and of its maximum
15 carrying capacity, but in no event less than twenty
16 dollars in the case of a non-gasoline driven automobile
17 so used or six dollars in the case of a gasoline driven
18 automobile or trailer so used; provided, that for the
19 registration of every automobile of the semi-passenger
20 type of a carrying capacity not exceeding one thou-
21 sand pounds used for the transportation of tools,
22 utensils, goods, wares or merchandise, the fee shall be
23 fifteen dollars when non-gasoline driven and four
24 dollars and fifty cents when gasoline driven and for
25 the registration of every trailer of like capacity used
26 for the transportation of goods, wares or merchandise,
27 four dollars and fifty cents, and when not so used, one
28 dollar; and provided further that the provisions of
29 this paragraph shall not apply to any vehicle the fee
30 for the registration of which is provided for in the
31 second preceding paragraph. The aforesaid weight
32 shall mean the weight of such vehicle when fully
33 equipped for the road. The commissioner of public
34 works may establish rules for determining the weight
35 of such vehicle and its maximum carrying capacity,
36 and he may in his discretion use the maker’s weight
37 with due allowance for extras.
38 For the registration of every tractor, six dollars.

1 Section 5. This act shall take effect on the first
2 day of January, nineteen hundred and thirty-six.


