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Senate, July 17, 1933.

The committee on Bills in the Third Reading, to which
was referred the Bill relative to the rate of wages and
preference in the employment of mechanics, teamsters,
chauffeurs and laborers in the construction, addition to
and alteration of public works (Senate, No. 443), reports
recommending that the same be amended by substitut-
ing therefor a new draft entitled “An Act regulating
certain conditions of employment on public works”
(Senate, No. 483); and that, when so amended, the
same will be correctly drawn.

For the committee,

NEWLAND H. HOLMES.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Three.

An Act regulating Certain Conditions of Employment on
Public Works.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

P Chapter one hundred and forty-nine of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by striking out sections
3 twenty-six and twenty-seven, as appearing in the
4 Tercentenary edition thereof, and inserting in place
5 thereof the following:
G Section 26. The following terms, as used in this
7 section and in section twenty-seven, shall have the
8 following meanings;
9 “Veteran”, any person who has served in the

10 army, navy or marine corps of the L Tnited States in
11 time of war or insurrection and has been honorably
12 discharged therefrom or released from active duty
13 therein and who is qualified to perform the work for
14 which he is hired.
15 “Workmen”, mechanics, teamsters, chauffeurs and
16 laborers, including those who are regularly employed
17 in the construction of public works by the common-

-18 wealth or any political subdivision thereof under
19 special appropriations.
20 “Construction”, as applied to public works shall
21 include additions to and alterations in such works.
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22 In the hiring of workmen in the construction of
23 public works by the commonwealth or any political
24 subdivision thereof, or by any person contracting
25 therewith for such construction, preference shall be
26 given to applicants who are citizens of the United
27 States, in the following order:
28 (1) Veterans residing within the limits of the politi-
-29 cal subdivision wherein the construction is to occur;
30 (2) Residents therein who are not veterans, and
31 veterans residing within the commonwealth but not
32 within such political subdivision, on an equal footing;
33 (3) Residents of the commonwealth generally.
34 Every contract with a person so contracting shall
35 provide for such preferences.
36 Prior to advertising or requesting bids for such
37 construction by contractors, the officials authorized
38 to act on behalf of the commonwealth or political
39 subdivision shall, subject to appeal as provided in
40 section twenty-seven, determine what constitutes a
41 fair rate or rates of wages in the locality wherein the
42 work is to be performed for the different workmen
43 to be hired therefor, and for such purpose may take
44 into consideration the rates paid in the same lines of
45 work in the immediate vicinity of the proposed work,
46 and shall stipulate in the specifications that the bids
47 are to be based on wage rates not less than the rates
48 so determined. Said officials shall likewise stipulate
49 in the contract that the wages paid thereunder shall
50 be not less than the rates so determined. Any per-
-51 son or contractor who knowingly or wilfully violates
52 any provision of this section shall be punished, for
53 a first offence, by a fine of not more than one hundred
54 dollars, and, for a second or subsequent offence, by a
55 fine of not more than three hundred dollars.
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56 Section 27. In case of any dispute as to what is a
57 fair rate or rates of wages in the locality wherein the
58 work is to be performed, the department, upon appeal
59 of a person submitting bids for the construction of
60 public works, or of any official calling for such bids,
61 or of any other interested party, filed within seven
62 days after the opening of such bids and after investi-
-63 gation, shall determine the same and there shall be
64 inserted in the contract a provision that the wage
65 rates shall be not less than the rates so determined.


