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Boston, December 5, 1934

To the Honorable Senate and He f Represent

In compliance with the
chapter 30 of the General
the following parts of the i

provisions of section 33 of
Laws we respectfully present
ixteenth annual report of the

Board of Trustees of the Boston Elevated Railway Com-
pany for the year ending December 31, 1934 (Pub. Doc.
No. 132),(which contains recommendations for legislative
action, accompanied by drafts of bills embodying the
legislation recommended, which drafts have been sub-
mitted to Counsel to the House of Representatives for
advice and assistance as to the form thereof.
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1. Trial Motor Coach Routes.
The motor coach, because of its flexibility, increases in

importance as a part of local transportation.
Citizens or civic bodies frequently request the opera-

tion of motor coach lines. Sometimes, only from actual
trial can be ascertained whether or not such lines would
meet a public need sufficient to warrant their establish-
ment. As the law now stands, in order to make such a
trial the Railway must first secure a license from the
local city council or board of selectmen, as the case may
be, and thereafter secure a certificate of public conven-
ience and necessity from the Department of Public
Utilities. This is a time-consuming and somewhat
cumbersome process.

The Board feels that public interest would be better
served if a simple method were available whereby the
Railway might obtain a license from the Department of
Public Utilities to operate a trial route for a period of
not longer than four months. If trial operation showed
that the service was not meeting a public need, it would
automatically terminate. If, on the other hand, the trial
established the fact that it was a necessary service, then
the existing procedure for obtaining a permanent license
would be followed. Such a trial would aid the local li-
censing authority and the Department of Public Utilities
in determining the necessity and desirability of such a
route.

We recommend legislation authorizing the Depart-
ment of Public Utilities to grant temporary licenses for
the operation of trial motor coach routes for periods of
not more than four months.

RECOMMENDATIONS.
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2. Relief from the Obligation to Maintain and

Repair Highways and Bridges.

In its report of November 21, 1934, the Department of
Public Utilities renews its recommendation of last year,
as follows:

We renew our recommendation of a year ago that legislation be
enacted to relieve the company from the obligation to keep in repair
any portion of the surface of highways or bridges. All other street
railways in the Commonwealth are relieved from such requirement,
and we see no reason why the Boston Elevated Railway Company
should do that which other street railway companies in the Common-
wealth are relieved from doing. We understand that legislation along
the line recommended by us was considered by the Legislature but
it was not adopted. We trust that the Trustees will renew this recom-

iation to the General Court

The requirement that a street railway company keep
in repair the paving, upper planking and other surface
material of portions of the streets, roads or bridges oc-
cupied by its tracks, and in addition keep in repair 18
inches on each side of its tracks if the tracks occupy
unpaved streets, was instituted in the day of the horse
car. Then streets were much less generally paved, and
the hoofs of the horses that were pulling the cars wore out
the surface of the highways and bridges. Conditions, of
course, have entirely changed since that time, and such
changed conditions have been reflected in legislation
which has relieved all the street railway companies of the
Commonw'ealth except the Boston Elevated Railway
Company from this obligation.

Today the heaviest cost to the Railway arises from the
reconstruction by various cities and towns of streets in
which there are tracks. The Railway is forced, generally,
to rebuild its tracks and to pay for the new paving in
that portion of the streets occupied by its tracks. The
wear and tear on this paving now results from its use by
automobiles and taxicabs which are the Railway’s com-
petitors. Moreover, the abnormal increase of street
and bridge reconstruction work because of Federal
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projects substantially increases the Railway’s burden in
this respect.

We again recommend legislation which will relieve
the Railway from the obligation of maintenance and
repair of any portion of the surface of highways and
bridges, thus placing the Railway in the same legal
status as other street railways of the Commonwealth.


