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Department of Edo
ate House, Boston, December 1, 1934

To the General Court of Massachusetts

In accordance with the provisions of section 33 of chap-
ter 30 of the General Laws, a copy of the recommenda-
tions for legislation to be contained in the annual report
of this Department (Pub. Doc. No. 2) is submitted here-
with, together with a draft of the bill embodying the
legislation recommended. This draft has been sub-
mitted to counsel for the House of Representatives, as
required by law.

Yours very truly,

PAYSON SMITH,

Cl)c Commontoealtf) of aijassa cl)usetts

Commissioner of Educatior
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I. Raising the Age Limit for Compulsory School
Attendance for Minors from Fourteen to Six-
teen Years,

In several ways the laws of Massachusetts relative to
compulsory school attendance fall consideiably behind
the laws of other States with relation to the practices
which now prevail as a result of changing conditions
within the industries and the operation of national legis-
lation. The Department proposes changes in the present
law, as follows:

Advance the age at which minors may be legally em-

ployed from fourteen to sixteen years of age, and requiie
minors between sixteen and seventeen to be in school 01

at work properly certificated.
Increase the grade educational requirement, except in

cases of physical or mental deficiencies, two or more
grades to the completion of the eighth grade, or eight

years at school (now sixth grade, or seven years in school).
Retain for minors leaving school to go to work at six-

teen (except high school graduates) one school year of

continuation school education and guidance sixteen

to seventeen, one full day’s session per week (now two

years fourteen to sixteen, four hours per week).
Specifically open the continuation school for full-time

attendance in employment preparation classes of minors

who are at least fourteen years of age and who have com-

pleted the sixth grade (now four hours per week for em-

ployed minors and twenty hours per week for those tem-

porarily out of employment fourteen to sixteen years
of age).

,

. , ,

Require co-operative pupils to be sixteen years of age

(now fourteen).

RECOMMENDATIONS.
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11. Increasing the Required Number of Days of
Elementary School from 160 to 180.

Since 1898 the law has required towns to maintain
elementary schools either for 8 months, 32 weeks, or 160
days during the school year. The law requires high
schools to be in session 180 days during each school year.
In general practice, the grade and high schools operate
on the same school calendar, and the school year in both
schools is equal in length. That the law may conform
to present-day educational needs, I recommend that the
legal requirement of 160 days of elementary school dur-
ing the school year be changed to 180 days.

111. Transportation of Physically Handicapped

Children.
Massachusetts has been recognized for many years as

one of the leading States in offering educational oppor-
tunities to handicapped children. There are within the
Commonwealth many children who are able to attend
school but who are unable to walk to and from school.
Often parents are unable to furnish transportation. I
recommend that towns be required to furnish transporta-
tion for such children when, in the opinion of the school
physician, such transportation is necessary.

IV. Printed Material for Use in Connection with
Physical Examination to be Furnished Boards
of Health.

Section 58 of chapter 71, General Laws, now provides
$BOO annually to be expended by the Department for
printing and distributing material used in connection
with the physical examination of school children. At
present the Department is authorized to supply such
material to school committees. In many cities the physi-
cal examination of school children is made by boards of
health. In view of this fact, I recommend that $1,200
be provided annually, and that the Department be author-
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ized to distribute printed material used in connection with
the physical examination of school children to school
committees and to boards of health.

V. Outside Courses for Pupils at the Perkins
Institution and Massachusetts School for the
Blind.

Section 26 of chapter 69, General Laws, authorizes
the Department, with the approval of the Governor, to
place blind children in the Perkins Institution and Mas-
sachusetts School for the Blind for a period of ten years,
and provides in the cases of meritorious pupils that the
Department, with the approval of the Governor, may
continue pupils in the school for longer periods. Occasion-
ally there are meritorious pupils who can carry on courses
profitable to them, but not offered at Perkins Institution,
in near-by high schools, colleges or universities. In order
that such pupils may live at Perkins Institution and have
the help of the instructors there while taking courses in
other institutions, I recommend that the Department,
with the approval of the Governor, be authorized to con-
tinue blind students at the Perkins Institution while
they are taking courses in outside institutions.

VI. Prohibiting the Directing op Vehicular
Traffic by School Boy Patrols.

Section 48A of chapter 71 now gives school committees
the right to make expenditures from funds appropriated
for school purposes for the purchase of traffic belts to
be used by pupils in the directing of traffic. Boys of ten
or twelve years of age or even older do not possess judg-
ment sufficiently mature and reliable to direct traffic.
To endanger the boys’ lives is inconsistent with safety
teaching. Too great a responsibility for the safety of his
mates is placed upon the patrol boy when he is required
to direct traffic. The essential thing to remember is that
these patrols are organized to direct school children and
not traffic. Leaders should not step into the street. They
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may hold the lines on the sidewalk until the traffic on
the highway permits them to pass safely to the other side.
The patrols should not be used to reduce the number of
uniformed police officers.

I recommend that the law be changed so as to prohibit
pupils from directing vehicular traffic.

VII. An Act relative to authorizing the Depart-

ment of Education to grant the Master of
Arts Degree in Teachers Colleges.

There is a real and proper demand on the part of teach-
ers to secure a degree beyond that of the Bachelor of
Science in Education, which is now offered in the State
Teachers Coll

The degree Master of Education is offered to teachc
in several Massachusetts colleges, including Boston Uni-
versity, Boston College, Harvard University, Tufts Col-
lege and Teachers College of the City of Boston.

The Department recommends that chapter 73 of the
General Laws be so amended that the Department may
confer the degree Master of Education in the State
Teachers Colleges.

VIII. Extension of Degree granting Power to
Lowell Textile Institute.

The Department recommends that the Lowell Textile
Institute be given the right to grant the degrees of Master
of Science in Textile Chemistry and Master of Science
in Textile Engineering.

The need of such a privilege is based on two conditions:
first, that graduates from the Institute should be given
an opportunity for advanced study in the sciences in-
volved in the manufacture of textiles; and second, those
graduates from colleges and technical institutions who
wish to pursue advanced courses of instruction to prepare
them for the textile industry.

The Institute would offer a two-year course to gradu-
ates from other colleges holding a Bachelor’s degree.
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These men would spend a great deal of time in the manu-
facturing laboratories to acquire the technique of textile
manufacturing in the fields of cotton, wool, designing
and chemistry as covered by their undergraduates.

For graduates of the Institute holding a Bachelor’s
degree a one-year graduate course in advanced work in
textile chemistry, physics and textile engineering would
be offered.
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