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Department of Mental Diseases,
Room 167, State House, Boston, November 3, 1934

To the General Court of Massachusetts

In compliance with the provisions of section 33 of chap-
ter 30 of the General Laws, Tercentenary edition, there is
submitted herewith such part of the annual report of the
Commissioner of Mental Diseases (Pub. Doc. No. 117)
as contains recommendations or suggestions for legislative
action, accompanied by drafts of bills.

WINFRED OVERHOLSER,

etc Commomucaltt o( asasoadnisctts

Commissioner of Mental Diseases.
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1. Change of Name of Gardner State Colony.

The Gardner State Colony, when opened in 1902, was
intended primarily for the colony type of care of the so-
called “quiet chronic insane.” A distinctive name was
given to the institution, and certain qualifications have
been inserted in the laws relative to commitments to that
institution. During the past decade the building develop-
ments at the institution have been such that it is now pre-
pared to give the same standard of care to mental cases
as are the other state hospitals of the Commonwealth.
It has, to a very large extent, lost the characteristic
features which distinguished it when it was opened, and
is now, to all intents and purposes, a state hospital with
several colonies attached. The Trustees of the institution
concur with the Department of Mental Diseases in
recommending to the General Court that the name of the
Gardner State Colony be changed to the Gardner State
Hospital, and that the qualifications relative to the com-
mitment of patients to that institution be stricken from
the existing law.

2. Supervision of Patients Boarded in Families.
In 1885 legislative authority was given to the State

Board of Health, Lunacy and Charity, to place at board,
in families, patients under commitment in mental hos-
pitals. Somewhat later, similar authority was given to
the Trustees of the respective hospitals to place patients
out in family care. It was provided by the statutes that
all persons placed at board by the Department in families
at public expense were to be visited at least once in three
months, and that all persons placed out by the Trustees
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should be visited by an agent of the Department at least
once in six months. For many years most of the patients
boarded out have been placed in family care by the hos-
pitals, and since December 1, 1933, no patients have been
boarded out except by the hospitals. There are, in other
words, at the present time, no patients boarded out by
the Department, and there would seem to be no good
reason why this should be done. With the development
of social service, the supervision given to the patients
boarded out by hospitals has improved markedly. There
would appear to be no reason why the Department should
be compelled to visit these patients who are already ade-
quately supervised. The Department, accordingly, rec-
ommends that section 19, chapter 123, General Laws, be
repealed, thus placing the responsibility for the supervi-
sion of family-care patients squarely upon the hospitals
who are properly charged with such supervision.

3. Roads at State Hospitals,

From time to time it appears advisable, in connection
with the laying out or construction of roads at the respec-
tive state hospitals, to obtain the assistance of the Depart-
ment of Public Works of the Commonwealth. That
Department is thoroughly familiar with the problems of
road planning and construction, and it would be extremely
helpful to the Department of Mental Diseases if it might
have the legal right to ask for such assistance from the
Department of Public Works. The statutes at present
are silent on the matter of such assistance, and for this
reason, and with the approval of the Commissioner of
Public Works, the Department hereby requests legisla-
tion authorizing the Department of Public Works to lay
out, construct and/or maintain roads on the premises of
the various state hospitals, at the request of the Depart-
ment of Mental Diseases, and at its expense.




