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In accordance with the provisions of section 33 of
chapter 30 of the General Laws, a copy of the recom-
mendations for legislation to be contained in the annual
report of this Department (Pub. Doc. No. 17) is sub-
mitted herewith, together with drafts of the bills em-
bodying the legislation recommended. These drafts
have been submitted to the Counsel to the House of
Representatives, as required by law.

RICHARD K. CONANT
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I. Relative to the Disposition of Unclaimed Funds
BELONGING TO WARDS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
Public Welfare.

Small amounts of money held by the Department in
savings banks in trust for its wards are unclaimed because,
in a few cases, wards have disappeared and their where-
abouts is unknown.

I recommend that the Department be authorized to
pay to the State Treasurer funds which have remained
unclaimed seven years after the ward has reached the
age of twenty-one, and that the State Treasurer be
authorized to pay the income of these unclaimed funds
to the Department for the purpose of securing special
training or education for its wards or otherwise aiding
or assisting them.

11. Relative to the Removal from One Town to
Another of Persons receiving Old Age
Assistance.

Controversies arise between towns in cases where per-
sons who are receiving old age assistance move from one
town to another within the Commonwealth and expect
that assistance will be continued. While the statute,
section 1 of chapter 118 A of the General Laws, probably
makes it incumbent upon the new town of residence to
grant the assistance, many towns object to the additional
outlay which they have not provided for in their appro-
priations. It seems desirable, therefore, to have it
expressly stated in the statute that assistance shall be
continued.
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New York, which has a similar law, has recently
amended its statute to make this point clear, and directs
that assistance shall be given, provided that the town of
settlement approves. The purpose of this approval is
apparently to ensure that notice is given to the town of
settlement, which ultimately has to pay the bill for the
town’s share of the assistance.

111. Relative to the Expenses of the Department
of Public Welfare for the Administration
of Old Age Assistance.

The share which the Commonwealth contributes
toward old age assistance is paid from fees received by
the Alcoholic Beverages Control Commission, which, for
the year ending November 30, 1934, are estimated to be
over $3,100,000. The amount of reimbursement by the
Commonwealth to cities and towns for old age assistance
for the twelve months ending April 30, 1934, will be less
than $2,000,000. The statute provides that the expenses
of the Alcoholic Beverages Control Commission shall be
paid out of the fees received, and its expenses this year
are approximately $96,000.

I recommend that the salaries and expenses of the
persons employed In’ the Department of Public Welfare
in the administration of old age assistance shall also be
paid from the fees received by the Alcoholic Beverages
Control Commission.

IV. Relative to the Reimbursement of Cities and

Towns from the Estates of Recipients of
Old Age Assistance.

In some cases, recipients of old age assistance at their
death leave small amounts of real estate or other prop-
erty. Such cases sometimes occur in the smaller towns.
The aged person has owned a small house, and the Bureau
of Old Age Assistance has made it possible for him to
continue living in this home. If such property does
exist at the death of the aged person, the city or town



[Jan. 1935.HOUSE No. 67.4

should be entitled to reimbursement from the estate on
account of the old age assistance which has been granted.
This is the law in regard to property owned at death by
the recipients of ordinary assistance.

I recommend that the statutes which provide for such
reimbursement from the estates of persons who receive
ordinary assistance be amended so that they cover, also,
the estates of recipients of old age assistance.

V. Relative to Funds received by the Director
of the Division of Aid and Relief for the

Benefit of Persons under the Care and

Supervision of the Department of Public
Welfare, and providing for the Bonding of

Said Director.
Under section 8 of chapter 121 of the Geneial Lavs

the Department is authorized to prosecute cases of
illegitimacy if the mother has no settlement in the Com-
monwealth. In pursuance of this law the Director of
the Division of Aid and Relief has received, either volun-
tarily or on court order, funds which he holds in trust

to use for the benefit of mother and child. As at present
he holds these funds voluntarily there is no provision for
an official bond. It seems desirable to bring this matter

under the authorization of the statute and to make

provision for an official bond.


