
HOUSE 84

Accompanying the fourth recommendation of the Secretary of the
Commonwealth (House, No. 80), Election Laws.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Five.

An Act relative to the Recounts of Votes cast at Elec-
tions.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

Cfce Commontoealtf) of e@assac|)usctto

1 Section one hundred and thirty-five of chaptei
2 fifty-four of the General Laws, as appearing in the
3 Tercentenary edition, and as most recently amended
4 by chapter two hundred and seventy of the acts of
5 nineteen hundred and thirty-three, is hereby further
6 amended by striking out, in the seventh line, the
7 word “April” and inserting in place thereof the
8 word: —January, —so that the first paragraph of
9 said section will read as follows: If, on or before

10 five o’clock in the afternoon on the third day following
11 an election in a ward of a city or in a town, ten or
12 more voters of such ward or town, except Boston, and
13 in Boston fifty or more voters of a ward, shall sign
14 in person, adding thereto their respective residences
15 on the preceding January first, and cause to be filed
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16 with the city or town clerk a statement, heart
17 certificate by the registrars of voters of the numbei
18 of names of subscribers which are names of registers

19 voters in such ward or town, and sworn to by one c
20 the subscribers, that they have reason to believe ai

21 do believe that the records, or copies of records, ma>
22 by the election officers of certain precincts i
23 ward or town, or in case of a town not vot
24 precincts, by the election officers of such town,
25 erroneous, specifying wherein they deem them to 1
26 in error and that they believe a recount of the balloi
27 cast in such precincts or town will affect the electioi
28 of one or more candidates voted for at such electioi
29 specifying the candidates, or will affect the dec:
30 of a question voted upon at such election, specifyir

31 the question, the city or town clerk shall forthwit
32 transmit such statement and the envelope cental

voters, wh33 the ballots, sealed, to the regist
34 shall, without unnecessary delay, but not before th
35 last hour for filing requests for recounts as afores.

36 open the envelopes, recount the ballots and detenr

37 the questions raised; but upon a recount of votes

38 town officers in a town where the selectmen are me

39 bers of the board of registrars of voters, the rccoi

40 shall be made by the moderator, who shall have

41 the powers and perform all the duties conferred
42 imposed by this section upon registrars of voters.


