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State House, Boston, November 21, 1934

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representative

In compliance with General Laws, Tercentenary edi-
tion, chapter 30, section 33, I have the honor to submit
herewith such portions of my annual report for the year
1934 as embody recommendations for legislation, accom-
panied by drafts of bills to cover said recommendations.

Recommendations.

1. To Facilitate the Performance of Official Duties by the
Director and Inspectors of Standards.

Previously to the year 1907, the Treasurer of the
Commonwealth was State Sealer of Weights and Meas-
ures, ex officio, such enforcement of weights and measures
laws as was possible being accomplished through a single
Deputy State Sealer.

At that time the statute provided a penalty of a fine of
not more than $3OO, or imprisonment for not more than
two months, for w'hoever hindered, obstructed or in any
way interfered with the deputy in the performance of his
duty.

Through subsequent legislation, the duties of the
Deputy State Sealer have been successively assumed by
the Commissioner of Weights and Measures (1907), the
Commissioner of Standards (1918), and the Director of
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Standards (1919). During this time the penalty referredto has remained unchanged.
So many additional duties and responsibilities havebeen imposed by statutory enactment in the past twenty

years that at present the enforcement of weights andmeasures laws is but one of many phases of the work ofthe Director and Inspectors of Standards, and it appears
desirable that sections 30 and 32, chapter 98 of the Gen-
eral Laws, should be amended so as to make the penalty
applicable to hindrance, obstruction or interference inthe performance of any of their official duties, instead of
being limited to those involved in the enforcement of
weights and measures laws.

2. To Require that Meats and Poultry be Sold by Net
Weights as Determined at Time of Sale.

Within the past few years there has been an increasing
tendency on the part of certain markets to offer poultry
and certain classes of meats for sale upon a “piece” basis,
contrary to the long established custom of selling these
commodities by weight.

This method of sale is very indefinite, and might
readily result in the perpetration of fraud. The average
person cannot easily discern variations of one-half pound
or more in chickens, ducks, geese, turkeys, etc., so that,
under the “piece” system, the purchaser would have no
definite assurance as to the quantity he should receive.

The same conditions apply to sales of hams, shoulders,
corned beef and other kinds of meats. Some establish-
ments have offered “combination” sales, specifying a
“chicken,” a “slice” of ham, a “piece” of corned beef,
etc., in combination with certain vegetables, etc., without
any declaration of the weight of any of these items.
This method is not only undesirable from the standpoint
of the consumer, but also from a competitive standpoint,
as the “bargain” prices generally quoted in connection
with these combination sales lead purchasers to the belief
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that they are receiving an extraordinary value for their
money.

In order to eliminate this questionable practice, I
would recommend the enactment of the accompanying
bill requiring that meats and poultry be sold on the basis
of net weight at time of sale.

JOHN P. McBRIDE,
Director of Standar




