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By Mr. Casey of Boston, petition of Bernard P. Casey for abolition
of the State Boxing Commission and the State Racing Commission
and for establishment of a state sporting commission and defining its
powers and duties. State Administration.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Five.

An Act abolishing the State Boxing Commission and the
State Racing Commission, creating a State Sporting
Commission and defining its Powers and Duties and
providing for Regulation of Wrestling Matches or
Exhibitions.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, therefore it is hereby de-
-3 dared to be an emergency law, necessary for the im-
-4 mediate preservation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

C&e Commontoealt!) of

1 Section 1. Section seventeen of chapter six of the
2 General Laws, as most recently amended by section
3 one of chapter three hundred and seventy-four of the
4 acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-four, is hereby
5 amended by striking out, in the eighth line, the word
6 “racing” and inserting in place thereof the word:
7 sporting, —so as to read as follows: Section 17.
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8 The armory commissioners, the art commission, the
9 commission on administration and finance, the com-

-10 missioner of state aid and pensions, the commissioners
11 on uniform state laws, the public bequest commission,
12 the state ballot law commission, the board of trustees
13 of the Soldiers’ Home in Massachusetts, the milk
14 regulation board, the alcoholic beverages control com-
-15 mission, the trustees of the state library, the state
16 sporting commission and the Greylock reservation
17 commission shall serve under the governor and council,
18 and shall be subject to such supervision as the governor
19 and council deem necessary or proper.

1 Section 2. Said chapter six is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section forty-eight and the
3 heading “state racing commission”, inserted by
4 section two of said chapter three hundred and seventy-
-5 four, and inserting in place thereof, under the heading
6 “state sporting commission”, the following:
7 Section 48. There shall be a commission to be
8 known as the state sporting commission, to consist of
9 five persons to be appointed by the governor, with the

10 advice and consent of the council. Not more than
11 three of such members shall be members of the same
12 political party. Said members shall be designated in
13 their original appointments to serve for one, two, three,
14 four and five years, respectively. Upon the expiration
15 of the term of a member, his successor shall be ap-
-16 pointed in the manner aforesaid for five years.
17 Each member shall hold office until the appointment
18 and qualification of his successor. The governor shall,
19 from time to time, designate one of the members as
20 chairman and, with the advice and consent of the
21 council, may remove any member for cause and, with



1935.] HOUSE —No. 137. 3

22 like advice and consent, shall fill any vacancy for the
23 unexpired term. Whenever any action by the com-
-24 mission is required to be in writing, such writing shall
25 be sufficient when signed by any three of the members.
26 The commission shall make an annual report in Janu-
-27 ary of each year to the general court.
28 The chairman shall receive a salary of five thousand
29 dollars and each other member shall receive a salary
30 of four thousand dollars. The members shall also
31 receive their necessary expenses incurred in the dis-
-32 charge of their official duties.
33 The commission may appoint and remove a secre-
-34 tary and other assistants who shall be exempt from
35 the provisions of chapter thirty-one. The commission,
36 subject to the approval of the governor and council,
37 may fix the salary of such secretary.
38 The commission may deputize one or more persons
39 to represent the commission and to be present at any
40 match or exhibition authorized to be held under sec-
-41 tions thirty-two to fifty-three of chapter one hundred
42 and forty-seven. Such persons may receive such
43 compensation for actual services as shall be fixed by
44 rule or regulation of the commission, together with
45 their traveling expenses necessarily incurred in the
46 discharge of their duties.

1 Section 3. Section twelve of chapter twenty-two
2 of the General Laws is hereby repealed.

1 Section 4. Section two of chapter one hundred
2 and twenty-eight A of the General Laws, inserted by
3 section three of chapter three hundred and seventy-
-4 four of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-four,
5 is hereby amended by striking out, in the third line,



HOUSE— No. 137. [Jan.4

6 the word “racing” and inserting in place thereof the
7 word: sporting, —so that the first sentence of said
8 section will read as follows: Any person desiring
9 to hold or conduct a horse or dog racing meeting

10 within the commonwealth shall make an application
11 to the state sporting commission, hereinafter called the
12 commission, for a license so to do.

1 Section 5. Section thirty-two of chapter one
2 hundred and forty-seven of the General Laws is
3 hereby amended by striking out, in the fifth line, the
4 word “boxing” and inserting in place thereof the
5 word: sporting, and by striking out, in the sixth
6 line, the word “forty-seven” and inserting in place
7 thereof the word: fifty-three, —so as to read as
8 follows: Section 32. No boxing or sparring match
9 or exhibition for a prize or a purse, or at which an

10 admission fee is charged, either directly or indirectly,
11 in the form of dues or otherwise, shall take place or be
12 conducted in this commonwealth except in pursuance
13 of a license granted as hereinafter provided by the
14 state sporting commission, in sections thirty-two to
15 fifty-three, inclusive, called the commission. In no

16 case shall any boxing or sparring match or exhibition
17 occur on Sunday. Applications for the license shall be
18 accompanied by such fee, not less than twenty-five
19 nor more than eight hundred dollars, as the commis-
-20 sion may establish on the basis of the population of
21 the city or town in which the match or exhibition is
22 to be held. Any persons holding, conducting, partici-
-23 pating in or attending a match or exhibition held
24 without a license, as provided in the following section,
25 shall be punished by a fine not exceeding one hundred
26 dollars or by imprisonment for a term not exceeding
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27 three months, or both. In the case of exhibitions or
28 bouts held in accordance with the rules and regulations
29 of such amateur organizations as may be approved by
30 the commission, the commission may issue special
31 licenses without the requirement of a bond as provided
32 in section thirty-four or of payment of the annual fee.

1 Section 6. Said chapter one hundred and forty-
-2 seven is hereby further amended by adding at the end
3 thereof the two following new sections:
4 Section 52. No wrestling match or exhibition for a
5 prize or a purse, or at which an admission fee is
6 charged, either directly or indirectly, in the form of
7 dues or otherwise, shall take place or be conducted in
8 this commonwealth except in pursuance of a license
9 granted by the commission, under such conditions and

10 restrictions, and in accordance with such rules and
11 regulations as said commission may make, and author-
-12 ity is hereby conferred on said commission to make
13 such rules and regulations in regard to said wrestling
14 matches or exhibitions to provide for the proper regu-
-15 lation thereof, similar to the rules and regulations, so
16 far as applicable, governing boxing or sparring matches
17 or exhibitions in this commonwealth.
18 Section 53. Every licensee holding or conducting
19 any such wrestling match or exhibition shall, within
20 seventy-two hours after its conclusion, pay to the
21 state treasurer a sum equal to ten per cent of the total
22 gross receipts from the sale of tickets or from admission
23 fees; provided, that if such match or exhibition is
24 conducted as an incidental feature in an event or
25 entertainment of a different character, such portion
26 of the total receipts shall be paid to the commonwealth
27 as the commission may determine or as may be fixed
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28 by rule adopted under section forty-six. Within said
29 time the licensee shall furnish to the commission a
30 report, duly verified by the treasurer and secretary,
31 showing the exact number of tickets sold and admis-
-32 sion fees collected for the contest, and the gross receipts
33 thereof, and such other data as the commission may
34 require. All sums received under this section by the
35 state treasurer shall be distributed to the cities and
36 towns wherein such matches or exhibitions were held,
37 for the sole use by such cities and towns for public
38 welfare purposes, in the assistance of needy persons;
39 provided, that one per cent of such sums shall be re-
-40 tained in the state treasury, to defray the expenses of
41 the administration and enforcement of the rules and
42 regulations made by the commission in regard to said
43 matches or exhibitions. Said sums shall be so dis-
-44 tributed by the state treasurer on or before the fifteenth
45 of each month, for the period covered by the preceding
46 calendar month.

1 Section 7. Upon the appointment and qualifica-
-2 tion of the members of the state sporting commission
3 hereunder, the existence of the state boxing commis-
-4 sion and the state racing commission shall terminate
5 and the respective chairmen of said commissions shall
6 transfer to the state sporting commission all records
7 kept under the direction of, or in connection with the
8 work of, said commissions respectively.
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