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By Mr. Murray of Watertown, petition of Wycliffe C. Marshall
and John A. Murray that expenditures for advertising by gas or
electric or telephone companies be made subject to approval by the
Department of Public Utilities. Power and Light.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Five.

An Act subjecting to Approval of the Department of
Public Utilities of All Expenditures for Advertising
made by Gas or Electric or Telephone Companies.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, therefore it is hereby
3 declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the
4 immediate preservation of the public welfare.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter one hundred and sixty-four of the General
2 Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary edition
3 thereof, is hereby amended by inserting after section
4 eighty-three the following new section:
5 Section 83A. Sixty days before the beginning of
6 each fiscal year, every gas or electric or telephone
7 company operating in the commonwealth of Massa-
-8 chusetts shall furnish to the department of public
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9 utilities an estimate of the amount of expense to be
10 incurred for advertising purposes during the ensuing
11 fiscal year. The estimate shall be a complete and
12 detailed statement, showing the various mediums of
13 advertising to be used, the names of all companies or
14 persons by whom the advertising will be published to
15 the public, the kind of advertising, the services of the
16 gas or electric or telephone company advertised, and
17 the amount of compensation to be paid each company
18 or person for the publication of said advertising.
19 Such statements or estimates shall be in such form as
20 the department may prescribe, and shall be open to
21 public inspection.
22 No gas or electric or telephone company shall
23 include in its operating expenses any amount of com-
-24 pensation for advertising purposes, until the depart-
-25 ment has reviewed, after notice and a public hearing,
26 and determined the amount of compensation to be
27 expended by the said gas or electric or telephone
28 company for advertising purposes. The department
29 shall have the power to decrease the amount of com-
-30 pensation to be expended for advertising purposes to
31 an amount consistent with the public interest and to
32 cause the distribution of compensation among the
33 companies or persons publishing the said advertising
34 to be made in a manner consistent wdth the public
35 interest.
36 Any contract concerning said advertising expendi-
-37 tures the compensation of which is not so reviewed
38 and approved by the department, with or without
39 changes as determined by the department, shall be
40 null and void for all purposes.
41 Violations of this section shall be punished as pro-
-42 vided in section eighty-four of this chapter.
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43 Upon an information in equity in the name of the
44 attorney general, at the relation of the department of
45 public utilities, the supreme judicial court may
46 restrain any foreign corporation from assuming or
47 exercising any corporate rights, privileges or franchises
48 in this commonwealth until this section has been
49 complied with by said foreign corporation.




