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PRELIMINARY REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COM-
MISSION ESTABLISHED TO INVESTIGATE
RELATIVE TO THE AGE OF PERSONS EM-
PLOYED AND OLD AGE ASSISTANCE.

[Pensions.]

December 5, 1934

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representative

During the 1934 session of the General Court the fol-
lowing resolve was passed:
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Chapter 39,

Resolve providing for an Investigation by a Special Commis-
sion RELATIVE TO THE MATTER OF PREVENTING DISCRIMINATION
against Certain Persons in Employment on Account of
their Age and relative to Old Age Assistance, so called,
and Certain Related Matters.

Resolved, That a special unpaid commission, to consist of one mem-
ber of the senate to be designated by the president thereof, three
members of the house of representatives to be designated by the speaker
thereof, and three persons to be appointed by the governor, is hereby
established to investigate and study the causes of the tendency toward
discrimination by industry and business against persons in employ-
ment who have reached a certain age in early middle life, and to make
such studies within the spirit of this resolve as shall be helpful in abolish-
ing such discrimination and in eventually placing this class of persons
again in employment in industry and business to the end that they
may be self supporting, thereby preventing the possibility of their
becoming public charges with the consequent problem of providing
additional taxation, as set forth in current house document numbered
three hundred and eighty-five. In making said investigation, said



HOUSE —No. 216. [Jan.2

commission shall also consider the subject matter of current house
document numbered seven hundred and eighty-four. Said commis-
sion is hereby further authorized and directed to investigate the sub-
ject matter of current house documents numbered two hundred and
seven, three hundred and twenty-five, three hundred and twenty-six,
three hundred and eighty-nine, four hundred and thirty-nine, five
hundred and seven, six hundred and twenty-seven, six hundred and
sixty-four, seven hundred and forty-nine, seven hundred and fifty,
eight hundred and eighty-four, ten hundred and forty-four and eleven
hundred and forty-six, relative to the granting of adequate assistance
to certain aged citizens of the commonwealth, and certain related
matters. Said commission shall hold hearings, shall be provided with
quarters in the state house or elsewhere and shall avail itself of the
services of the actuarial staff of the division of insurance for such
actuarial assistance as it may need in the course of its investigation.
Said commission shall have the power to summon witnesses, require
the production of books, records, contracts and papers, and require
the giving of testimony under oath. Said commission may expend for
expenses and legal, clerical and other assistance such sums, not ex-
ceeding, in the aggregate, three thousand dollars, as may hereafter be
appropriated. Said commission shall report to the general court the
results of its investigations and its recommendations, if any, together
with drafts of legislation necessary to carry said recommendations into
effect, by filing the same with the clerk of the house of representatives
not later than the first Wednesday of December in the current year.
[Approved June 25, 1934.

In conformity with the provisions of the act President
Erland F. Fish of the Senate appointed Senator Angier
L. Goodwin of Melrose as the Senate member of the Com-
mission. Representatives Arthur A. Hansen of Waltham,
Fred A. Hutchinson of Lynn axrd Michael T. O’Brien of
Easthampton were appointed by Speaker Leverett Salton-
stall as the House members. His Excellency the Governor
named Wendell P. Thore of Boston, Stanley C. Lary of
West Medford, and Charles B. Campfield of Boston as
his appointees.

The Commission met at the State House August 2 and
organized. Senator Angier L. Goodwin was elected chair-
man and Wendell P. Thore was elected vice-chairman.
Karl J. Ryan of Boston was elected secretary.

Because of the difficulty of conducting public hearings
during the summer vacation period, the Commission did
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not begin its active work until early in September. The
Commission has already conducted twelve public hearings,
four of which were held in the State House. Hearings
have been held in Lynn, Lawrence, Brockton, New Bed-
ford, Worcester, Springfield and Pittsfield. In addition
the Commission has arranged to conduct public hearings
in Fall River, Lowell, Haverhill and Quincy during the
month of December.

The investigation covers such a wide field and is of
such importance that the Commission found it difficult
to prepare its report within the time specified in the act
creating the Commission. The Commission therefore
makes a report of progress and asks that the Legislature
extend until February 1 the time within which to file a
final report.

Respectfully submitted

ANGIER L. GOODWIN.
MICHAEL T. O’BRIEN.
CHARLES B. CAMPFIELD.
ARTHUR A. HANSEN.
WENDELL P. THORE.
FRED A. HUTCHINSON.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Five,

Ordered, That the time be extended to February 1,1935,
within which the General Court will receive the report of
the special commission (including members of the General
Court) established (under chapter 39 of the Resolves of
1934) to investigate relative to means of preventing dis-
crimination against certain persons in employment on
account of their age and relative to old age assistance and
certain related matters.
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