
HOUSE 355

By Mr. Dillon of Cambridge, petition of Matthew W. Bullock
relative to granting special permits to be at liberty from the State
Prison and the Reformatory for Women. Public Welfare.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Five.

An Act relative to the Granting of Special Permits to
be at Liberty from the State Prison and the Re-
formatory for Women.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section one hundred and thirty-one of chapter
2 one hundred and twenty-seven of the General Laws
3 is hereby amended by striking out the entire sec-
-4 tion and substituting in the place thereof the fol-
-5 lowing:
6 Section 131. The board of parole may grant a
7 special permit to be at liberty from the state prison
8 and the reformatory for women to a prisoner held
9 therein or transferred therefrom to any other penal

10 institution of the commonwealth upon a sentence
11 with a minimum term of more than two and one
12 half years or for the term of his natural life, when
13 the prisoner has served two thirds of such minimum
14 term and if the sentence is for the term of his
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15 natural life when not less than fifteen years of such
16 sentence has been served, if it appears to the board
17 that the prisoner is likely to lead an orderly life,
18 and they have a reasonable assurance that he will
19 not become a charge upon public or private charity;
20 but no such permit shall be granted to any prisoner
21 until he has served at least two and one half years.
22 Provided, however, that nothing in this act shall
23 require the release of a prisoner serving life sentence
24 because he has faithfully observed all the rules of
25 the prison and has not been subjected to punishment.
26 A prisoner held in the state prison upon two or

27 more sentences may be eligible for release under
28 this section when he has served two thirds of the
29 aggregate of the minimum terms of his sentence.
30 Such permit shall be granted on terms and condi-
-31 tions prescribed by the board.


