
HOUSE No. 420
By Mr. Sargent of Clinton (by request), petition of Joseph L.

Richards and others relative to classification of forest lands for the
purpose of relieving oppressive taxation of such lauds and relative
to promoting the growth of timber and protecting forest soil from
erosion. Taxation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Five.

An Act providing for an Alternative Method of Classi-
fying Forest Lands, for the Keeping of an Adequate
Growing Stock of Trees Thereon and for a Method
of Collecting a Just and Steady Public Revenue
Therefrom.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter sixty-one of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by adding after section six thereof the
3 following sections:
4 Section 7. Any land eligible for classification as
5 forest land under section one of chapter sixty-one
6 of the General Laws may be classified as reserved
7 land of the commonwealth.
8 Section 8. When the eligibility of any land for
9 classification has been determined either by the

10 assessors of the town or city in which it is situated or
11 by the state forester as provided in sections two and
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five respectively, classification as reserved land may
be completed as follows:

12
13

The owner shall give a deed of the premises to
the town or city in which they are situated. Simul-
taneously, the selectmen or other governing body
of the town or city in which the land is situated
shall give a deed of the standing trees and of all
improvements upon or in the land back to the
owner and shall grant a lease of the reserved land
to the owner of the trees and improvements for
the term of ninety-nine years, which lease shall
be transferable with the trees and improvements
and be renewable at the option of the lessee or those
entitled to claim under the lessee. The lease shall
provide for payment to the town or city of the
economic rent of the land apart from the trees and
improvements thereon or therein to be assessed
annually and shall be terminable upon reasonable
notice for non-payment of the economic rent as-

sessed. The lease shall provide for payment to
the town or city of the value in or on the ground
of any non-renewable natural resource situated in
or on the reserved land which is removed therefrom
by the lessee or the agent of the lessee, within year
of the time of its removal. It shall provide, also,
that so long as the classified reserved land is used
exclusively for growing trees, its economic rent
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shall be deemed to be the economic rent of the
land for that purpose and that in the event of dis-
pute regarding the amount of such economic rent,
its amount shall be determined by the state forester
by means of the mathematical formulae of forest
valuation and the decision of the state forester in
that event shall be final.
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46 The legal expenses of classification of land as
47 reserved land of the commonwealth shall be paid
48 by the applicant for classification.
49 Section 9. All parcels of land classified as re-
-50 served lands of the commonwealth shall be reported
51 by the assessors of the cities and towns to the state
52 forester, who shall examine them and have au-
-53 thority to prescribe the minimum average growing
54 stock of trees which shall be kept upon each parcel
55 of reserved land and to redetermine the amount of
56 said minimum growing stock and to make reason-
-57 able exceptions in the event of damage by war,
58 insects, fungi, fire, wind or other catastrophy.
59 Section 10. In the event of forfeiture of lease
60 for non-payment of the economic rent, the tax
61 collector of the town or city in which the reserved
62 land under lease is situated shall sell or take title
63 to such standing trees as are of sufficient value to
64 cover or pay the rent due, but said collector shall
65 not cause any cutting of trees to take place which
66 will reduce the growing stock of trees upon the
67 reserved land below the minimum growing stock
68 prescribed by the state forester. The value of the
69 standing trees in excess of the rent due from the
70 lessee at the time of forfeiture of lease or accrued
71 and due because of delay necessary to permit the
72 accumulation of sufficient mature wood or timber
73 to meet the economic rent due from the lessee, as
74 determined by the state forester or an authorized
75 agent of the state forester, shall be credited to the
76 account of the lessee and paid to the lessee when
77 the standing trees are sold or the wmod and lumber
78 therefrom is marketed without reducing the grow-



HOUSE —No. 420. [Jan.4

79 ing stock of trees below the minimum prescribed
by the state forester.80

81 Section 11. In the event that a lessee of re-
served land of the commonwealth desires to with-
draw any parcel or part of any parcel of reserved
land from use for the exclusive purpose of growing
trees, the assessors of the town or city in which
such parcel or parts thereof are situated shall have
drawn such new lease or leases as are necessary to
provide for the tenure of such land or lands and
shall assess upon such parcels or parts thereof the
economic rent or rents of such parcel or parts thereof
for all purposes for which each is or may be used,
but in no case shall taxes be levied upon reserved
land of the commonwealth which is under lease for
its economic rent or upon the trees or other improve-
ments thereon or therein.
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In event of dispute regarding the economic rent
for the use of reserved land for other purposes than
growing trees, the commission or commissioner
charged with assessing and collecting the general
revenue of the commonwealth shall have the same
powers with respect to fixing the economic rent in
dispute as in determining the value of real estate
for purposes of taxation.
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Section 12. The attorney general shall draw up
forms of deeds and leases suitable for carrying out
the purposes of this act.
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Section 13. One tenth of all revenue from leases
of reserved lands of the commonwealth shall be
paid by the tax collectors of the towns and cities
receiving it to the treasurer of the commonwealth.
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Section Any holder of a lease of reserved
land of the commonwealth who commits any fraud
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113 relative thereto, who removes any non-renewable
114 natural resource from the land covered by such
115 lease without notice to the assessors or payment
116 therefor to the tax collector or who causes any strip
117 of the minimum growing stock of trees prescribed
118 by the state forester without first making arrange-
-119 ments for paying the economic rent due on account
120 of use of the land for other purposes than growing
121 trees, shall forfeit the lease thereof, shall be liable
122 in civil action for damages to be brought by the
123 attorney general in the name of the commonwealth
124 on account of such strip and/or waste of the natural
125 resources of the commonwealth and shall be sub-
-126 ject to the penalties authorized in section six.
127 Section 15. If any section, sentence or clause of
128 this act be held unconstitutional, such unconstitu-
-129 tionality shall not affect the remainder thereof.
130 Section 16. This act shall take effect upon its
131 passage.
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