
HOUSE No. 496

By Mr. Dorgan of Boston (by request), petition of Robert Gardiner
Wilson, Jr., and others for legislation to provide for election at large
in the city of Boston of a city council of nine members. Cities.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Five,

An Act to amend the Charter of the City of Boston with
Relation to the City Council.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section forty-eight of chapter four
2 hundred and eighty-six of the acts of the year
3 nineteen hundred and nine, as amended, is hereby
4 further amended by striking out all of the same
5 and inserting in place thereof the words:
6 At the municipal election held in November of the
7 year nineteen hundred and thirty-five and at each
8 election every four years thereafter there shall be
9 elected at large nine members of said city council

10 to hold office for a term of four years and no voter shall
11 vote for more than nine. All terms shall begin with
12 the first Monday of January following the election.

Cl)c Commontoealt!) of Massachusetts

] Section 2. Section forty-nine of chapter four

2 hundred and eighty-six of the acts of the year
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3 nineteen hundred and nine, as amended by chapter
4 three hundred and forty-eight of the acts of nine-
-5 teen hundred and thirty, is hereby further amended
6 by striking out the words “two thousand dollars”
7 and substituting in place thereof the words: thirty-
-8 five hundred dollars.

1 Section 3. Said chapter four hundred and eighty-
-2 six is hereby further amended by striking out from
3 section fifty the words “during the first eighteen
4 months of his term, order a special election in his ward
5 to fill such vacancy for the unexpired term” and sub-
-6 stituting in place thereof the words: elect by vote
7 of a majority of all the members a registered voter of
8 said city to fill the vacancy until the next biennial
9 municipal election; at said next biennial municipal

10 election the vacancy shall be filled for the remainder
11 of the unexpired term.

1 Section 4. Said chapter four hundred and eighty-
-2 six is hereby further amended by striking out from
3 section fifty-three, as amended by section sixteen of
4 chapter one hundred and thirty-six of the acts of
5 nineteen hundred and twenty-five, the words “three
6 hundred registered voters in the ward, for which
7 said nomination is sought” and substituting in place
8 thereof the words: three thousand registered voters
9 in said city.

1 Section 5. Chapter four hundred and eighty-six
2 of the acts of nineteen hundred and nine is hereby
3 further amended by striking out section four and
4 inserting in place thereof the following:—-
5 Section J. Every appropriation, ordinance, order,
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6 resolution and vote of the city council, except votes
‘ relating to its own internal affairs and resolutions or
S orders expressing opinions or requesting information
9 or action through the mayor, shall be presented to the

10 mayor, who shall make or cause to be made a written
11 record of the time and place of presentation, and it
12 shall be in force if he approves the same within fifteen
13 days after it shall have been presented to him or if it
14 is not returned by him to the city clerk within said
15 period of fifteen days with his objections thereto in
16 writing. If within said period said appropriation,
17 ordinance, order, resolution or vote is disapproved by
18 the mayor by filing with the city clerk his objections
19 thereto in writing it shall be returned by said clerk to
20 the city council who shall again consider it. If the
21 city council notwithstanding such disapproval by the
22 mayor, shall again pass such appropriation, ordinance,
23 order, resolution or vote by a two thirds vote of all
24 its members within thirty days from the date of said
25 filing with the city clerk it shall be in force, otherwise
26 it shall be void.




