
HOUSE No. 744
By Mr. McDonald of Chelsea, petition of Lawrence F. Quigley,

mayor of Chelsea, for legislation to authorize the retirement and
pensioning of all persons at age fifty-five. Pensions.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Five.

An Act authorizing the Payment of a Retirement Pension
to Each Person Over Age of Fifty-five in the Com-
monwealth.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Any person fifty-five years of age or
2 over, who is a citizen of the United States, and a
3 resident of the commonwealth of Massachusetts for
4 not less than fifteen years immediately preceding
5 arrival of such age, subject to a continuity of resi-
-6 dence as the department in charge may determine,
7 and who wishes to retire from active employment,
8 service or business, or who is unemployed shall have
9 credited to his or her name in the office of the state

10 treasurer and comptroller of Massachusetts, the sum
11 of fifty dollars each month, against which said person
12 may draw. Any and all balances remaining un-
-13 expended at the expiration of the month shall revert
14 back to the treasury of the commonwealth.
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1 Section 2. No person shall be eligible to receive
2 this pension who has been convicted of, or pleaded
3 guilty to a felony. Any person convicted of drunken-
-4 ness while receiving money under the retirement act,
5 shall have all payments suspended for a period of
6 one year, and if convicted for a third similar offence,
7 shall be permanently dropped from the same.

1 Section 3. Any recipient from this fund who falls
2 heir to a legacy or receives an endowment or wins
3 money in a lottery of five thousand dollars or more,
4 shall pay back to the Retirement Fund all moneys
5 received therefrom.

1 Section 4. The revenue necessary to pay this
2 Retirement Fund shall be raised from a manufac-
-3 turer’s sales tax sufficient to meet the obligation
4 under this act as well as to defray the cost of admin-
-5 istration. The power to determine the amount of
6 said tax shall be invested in the tax commissioner of
7 Massachusetts.
8 The tax shall cover all goods manufactured in and
9 all goods sold in the state. No article shall be exempt

10 with the exception of gasoline and that only as long
11 as it bears a four cent tax or more, which is diverted
12 to other state purposes. If a tax smaller than four
13 cents be imposed on gasoline for other state purposes
14 then the difference between the said determined price
15 and four cents shall be transferred to the Retirement
16 Fund.

1 Section 5. There shall be imposed an additional
2 tax of one per cent on all inheritances and a tax of
3 five cents on all tickets sold for entertainment and
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4 amusement purposes up to and including twenty-five
5 cents. A further tax of five cents shall be imposed
6 on each additional dollar or component thereof.

1 Section 6. Any and all annuities that now may
2 be found in the possession of the treasury of the
3 commonwealth or shall be left in the future for the
4 old age pension, shall be transferred to this fund
5 known as the retirement act.

1 Section 7. There shall be created in the depart-
-2 ment of the state treasury a state board of retirement,
3 consisting of the state treasurer, state auditor, attor-
-4 ney general and two citizens of the commonwealth to
5 be appointed by the governor, with the advice and
6 consent of the council, who shall be designated in
7 their initial appointments to serve three years and
8 five years respectively. The citizen members shall
9 receive such compensation as the other three members

10 shall decide. This board shall make all rules and
11 regulations governing payments and the administra-
-12 tion of the retirement pension.

1 Section 8. In the event that the federal govern-
-2 ment puts into operation a pension act, then this act
3 is to be void.

1 Section 9. No person receiving this pension shall
2 be deemed to be receiving relief.

1 Section 10. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.
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