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By Mr. Kirkpatrick of Holyoke, petition of T. Herbert Webster
and others, selectmen and town counsel, for legislation to establish
non-partisan municipal elections in the town of South Hadley. Towns.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Five.

An Act establishing Non-Partisan Municipal Elections
in the Town of South Hadley.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. At every special o>- regular election in
2 the town of South Hadley at which any municipal
3 office is to be filled, the qualified voters shall give in
4 their votes by ballot and the person receiving the
5 highest number of votes for any office shall be deemed
6 and declared to be elected to such office, and when-
-7 ever two or more persons are to be elected to the same
8 office, the several persons, up to the number required
9 to be chosen, receiving the highest number of votes

10 shall be deemed and declared to be elected.

1 Section 2. Any person who is qualified to vote at
2 any regular or special election for a candidate for any
3 elective municipal office in said town, and who is a
4 candidate for election thereto, shall be entitled to have
5 his name as such candidate printed on the official
6 ballot to be used at such election, provided he shall
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7 have submitted within the time limit and as provided
8 by this act, his nomination papers.

1 Section 3. No ballot used at any election in said
2 town shall have printed thereon any party or political
3 designation or mark, and there shall not be appended
4 to the name of any candidate any such party or po-
-5 litical designation or mark, or anything indicating his
6 views or opinions, except, that to the name of a can-
-7 didate for re-election there may be added the words
8 “candidate for re-election”.

1 Section 4. Nomination papers shall be signed by
2 not less than twenty-five registered voters of the town
3 and filed with the town clerk at least fifteen days
4 before the election.

1 Section 5. This act shall be submitted to the
2 registered voters of the town of South Hadley at any
3 annual or special town election called within two
4 years from the passage of this act. The vote shall be
5 taken in precincts by ballot in accordance with the
6 provisions of general law, so far as the same shall be
7 applicable, in answer to the question, which shall be
8 placed upon the official ballot to be used in the several
9 precincts in said town at such election: “Shall an

10 act passed by the General Court in the year nineteen
11 hundred and thirty-five, entitled ‘An Act establishing

12 Non-partisan Municipal Elections in the Town of
13 South Hadley/ be accepted?” If this act shall be
14 accepted by a majority of the registered voters of said
15 town voting thereon, it shall take effect for the next
16 regular or special municipal election subsequent to
17 the date of acceptance and all municipal elections
18 thereafter.


