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By Mr. Barry of Boston, petition of Frederick W. Mansfield, mayor
of Boston, relative to obstruction of harbors by grounding of vessels
and other floating structures and to licensing theremoval of such ves-
sels or structures. Harbors and Public Lands.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Five.

An Act relative to the Obstruction of Harbors by the
Grounding of Vessels and Other Floating Structures,
and providing a Penalty for Failure to obtain License
required prior to the Breaking up or Altering of
Any Vessel or Floating Structure lying within the
Limits of Any Harbor of the Commonwealth.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter ninety-one of the General
2 Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary edition
3 thereof, is hereby amended by striking out section
4 forty-nine thereof and inserting in place thereof the
5 following:
6 Section 49. Whoever grounds or abandons any
7 vessel, scow, lighter or other floating structure within
8 the limits of any harbor or on any of the shores of
9 the commonwealth or permits any other person or

10 persons to do so, or whoever being the owner of, in
11 whole or in part, or agent or other person exercising
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12 any control over, such vessel or structure which has,
13 or has been, so grounded or abandoned, fails to re-
-14 move the same within such time as shall be desig-
-15 nated in any written notice by the department of
16 public works, shall be punished by a fine of not less
17 than fifty dollars nor more than five hundred dollars.
18 But this provision shall not apply in any case, where,
19 by reason of accident or emergency, or in order to
20 prevent loss of life or the sinking of a vessel or other
21 structure within a channel or fairway the owner or
22 agent in charge thereof grounds the same, provided
23 such vessel or other structure is removed by the
24 owner or agent, in such manner and to such place
25 and within such time, as shall be designated in writ-
-26 ing by said department. The provisions of this sec-
-27 tion shall be enforced by the department of public
28 safety and by all other officers authorized to make
29 an arrest.

1 Section 2. Said chapter ninety-one is hereby
2 further amended by inserting after section forty-six
3 thereof the following new section: —-

4 Section 46A. Whoever, without first obtaining the
5 license required by section forty-six, causes or per-
-6 mits the work of breaking up or altering of any ves-
-7 sel, scow, lighter or other structure described in sec-
-8 tion forty-six, shall be subject to a penalty of not
9 less than five dollars nor more than five hundred

10 dollars to the use of the commonwealth to be recov-
-11 ered by an information in equity brought by the
12 attorney general in the superior court.

1 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


