
HOUSE 871
By Mr. Paul of Boston, petition of Benjamin E. Waite and others

for establishment in the Department of Labor and Industries of a
system of unemployment and old age insurance. Labor and In-
dustries.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Five

An Act providing for the Establishment of Unemploy-
ment, Old Age, and Social Insurance, and for Other
Purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

CJ)c CommontoealtJ) of SgassacJuisetts

1 Section 1. This act shall be known by the title
2 “The Workers’ Unemployment, Old Age, and Social
3 Insurance Act. ”

1 Section 2. The department of labor and indus-
-2 tries is hereby authorized and directed to provide
3 for the immediate establishment of a system of
4 unemployment insurance for the purpose of provid-
-5 ing compensation for all workers and farmers above
6 eighteen years of age, unemployed through no fault
7of their own. Such compensation shall be equal
8 to average local wages, but shall in no case be less
9 than ten dollars per week, plus three dollars for
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10 each dependent. Workers willing and able to do
11 full-time work but unable to secure full-time em-
-12 ployment shall be entitled to receive the difference
13 between their earnings and the average local wages
14 for full-time employment. The minimum com-
-15 pensation guaranteed by this act shall be increased
16 in conformity with rises in the cost of living. Such
17 unemployment insurance shall be administered and
18 controlled, and the minimum compensation shall be
19 adjusted by workers and farmers under rules and
20 regulations which shall be prescribed by the depart-
-21 ment of labor and industries in conformity with the
22 purposes and provisions of this act through unem-
-23 ployment insurance commissions directly elected by
24 members of workers’ and farmers’ organizations.

1 Section 3. The department of labor and indus-
-2 tries is hereby further authorized and directed to
3 provide for the immediate establishment of other
4 forms of social insurance for the purpose of provid-
-5 ing compensations for all workers and fanners who
6 are unable to work because of sickness, old age,
7 maternity, industrial injury, or any other disability.
8 Such compensation shall be the same as provided by
9 section two of this act for unemployment insurance

10 and shall be administered in like manner. Com-
il pensation for disability because of maternity shall
12 be paid to women during the period of eight weeks
13 previous and eight weeks following childbirth.

1 Section 4. All moneys necessary to pay com-
-2 pensation guaranteed by this act and the cost of

3 establishing and maintaining the administration of

4 this act shall be paid by the government of the
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5 commonwealth. All such moneys are hereby ap-
-6 propriated out of all funds in the treasury of the
7 commonwealth not otherwise appropriated. Further
8 taxation necessary to provide funds for the pur-
-9 poses of this act shall be levied on inheritances,

10 gifts, and individual and corporation incomes of
11 five thousand dollars a year and over. The benefits
12 of this act shall be extended to workers, whether
13 they be industrial, agricultural, domestic, office, or
14 professional workers, and to farmers, without dis-
-15 crimination because of age, sex, race, color, religious
16 or political opinion or affiliation. No worker or
17 farmer shall be disqualified from receiving the com-
-18 pensation guaranteed by this act because of past
19 participation in strikes, or refusal to work in place
20 of strikers, or at less than average local or trade-
-21 union wages, or under unsafe or unsanitary condi-
-22 tions, or where hours are longer than the prevailing
23 union standards of a particular trade or locality,
24 or at an unreasonable distance from home.

1 Section 5. This act shall be in effect until such
2 time as the Workers’ Unemployment, Old Age, and
3 Social Insurance Act (H.R. 2827) shall have been
4 enacted by the United States congress and shall
5 have gone into effect.
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