
HOUSE No. 916

By Mr. Morrison of Boston (by request), petition of Charles A.
Waterman that purchase of certain prison-made goods by cities and
towns be made permissive instead of mandatory. Public Welfare.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Five.

An Act making the Purchase of Prison-made Goods by
Cities and Towns Permissive instead of Mandatory.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter one hundred and twenty-seven of the
2 General Laws is hereby amended by striking out
3 section fifty-seven, as appearing in the Tercentenary
4 edition, and inserting in place thereof the following: —•

5 Section 57. Annually in January the commissioner
6 shall send to the comptroller, to the auditing and dis-
-7 bursing officers of the several counties, and to
8 the auditor and treasurer of each city and town
9 a list of the articles and materials that can be

10 produced by the labor of prisoners for the use of
11 offices, departments and institutions of the common-
-12 wealth and of the counties, cities and towns. The
13 requisitions hereinafter provided for shall conform to
14 said list unless it appears that special style, design or
15 quality is needed and shall be on forms provided by
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16 the commissioner. The state purchasing agent or
17 the proper officer of a county shall, and the purchas-
-18 ing agent of a city or town may, make requisition
19 therefor to the commissioner before purchasing such
20 articles or materials elsewhere than from a prison or
21 other penal institution; provided, that in the case of
22 articles or materials needed by a state office, depart-
-23 ment or institution and not required to be purchased
24 by the state purchasing agent, or needed by a county,
25 or by a city or town not having a purchasing agent,
26 the requisition shall be made by the officer in charge
27 of the state, county, city or town office, department
28 or institution in which such articles or materials are
29 needed. The commissioner shall forthwith inform
30 said state, county, city or town purchasing agent or
31 other officer in what institutions they are produced,
32 and such state or county officer shall, and such town
33 officer may, purchase them from any institution so
34 designated. If they are needed immediately and are
35 not on hand the commissioner shall forthwith so
36 notify the officer making the purchase and he may
37 purchase the articles or materials elsewhere. No bill
38 for any such articles or materials purchased for the
39 use of any state or county office, department or insti-
-40 tution, otherwise than from a prison or from another
41 penal institution, shall be allowed or paid unless it is
42 accompanied by a certificate from the commissioner
43 showing that a requisition therefor has been made
44 and that the goods cannot be supplied from the
45 prisons.


