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Happy Holidays from the EPP Purchasing Program 
 

The Environmental Purchasing Program at OSD 
would like to wish all of you a happy, healthy, 
holiday season filled with friends, family, fun and gift 
giving with an eco-purpose! Make it your holiday 
resolution to enlighten several recipients this year to 
the joys of green gift giving. Our hope is that it will 
“snowball” into everyday responsible purchasing for 
all holiday shoppers in the years to come!  

 Christmas Quandary

Should I buy a fresh or an     
artificial tree this season?  

Buying a tree for the holidays is often a fun, 
family adventure that marks the beginning of 
Christmas for many families; but lately, some 
folks find themselves faced with the dilemma of 
which choice is the most eco-friendly – fake or 
fresh? Here are a few facts to consider before 
making that purchase:  

Artificial: Most artificial trees are made of 
polyvinyl chloride (PVC), a material associated 
with a host of human health and environmental 
issues. To make matters worse, lead is used in 
many such PVC products as a stabilizer, so you 
may notice that labels often caution buyers of 
inhaling the dust from the tree and warnings to 
keep broken bits away from young children. If 
that’s not bad enough, remember that while 
plastic may last six years or more in your home, it 
will take up space in a landfill for many more 
decades. To our knowledge, recycling is not a 
current option. 

Fresh: One the other hand, you may worry that 
fresh cut trees are grown using pesticides and 
herbicides and when we cut acres of them down 
by the truckload, we are losing the ability to 
remove tons of CO2 from our atmosphere – right? 
Not necessarily.   More on page 2.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Deck the Halls (and Streets)
with Holiday LEDs! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

If you think stringing up lights for the 
holiday season around your home is the most 
tortuous of holiday tasks, consider the work 
to decorate the streets of a city!  Untangling 
wires, balancing on equipment and attaching 
them to a few miles of poles only to find that 
a mysterious broken bulb has spoiled the 
display can put a crimp in anyone’s holiday 
spirit.  That’s why the City of Medford is 
celebrating with a different bulb this year - 
the glow of colorful LEDs. 
 

“In order to achieve greater energy efficiency in several of our displays, we’ve 
purchased 1100 LED bulbs from Standard Electric on [statewide contract 
#FAC22],” says Patricia Barry, Environmental Agent for the City of Medford, 
MA.  The decision to purchase these bulbs came from Mayor Michael McGlynn, 
as part of the City's Climate Action Plan.  The lights mark just the latest in a 
series of energy-reduction steps the City has taken since they adopted their 
Action Plan back in 1999.  
 
LED stands for light emitting diodes, which are illuminated by the movement of 
electrons in a semi-conductor material rather than an extremely hot filament 
emitting light (which is what happens in traditional incandescent lights).  A string 
of LEDs uses about one-tenth of the electrical current of the more commonly 
used incandescent lights. These energy efficient decorations are also encased in 
thick plastic rather than flimsy glass, so breaking a bulb or even mistakenly 
stepping on one won't result in a holiday tragedy.  More on Page 2. 

 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

If you joined us on 
October 25, at the 
DCU Center in 
Worcester, you know 
the 12th Annual event 
was bursting with 
attendees, activities 
and close to 150 
exhibitors of the  

latest and greatest EPPs and services! Despite some added excitement (and 
shortage of parking spaces as a result) of a political rally that ended up at 
the DCU on the same day as the show, over 1200 attendees were 
registered along with the Massachusetts Facility Managers Association 
(MAFMA) who held their bi-annual meeting at the event.  “This is a 
quality show,” one vendor stated, “I wouldn’t change a thing.” 

In addition to nearly a dozen workshops, we even brought a little taste of 
television to the show this year, as our lunch speaker Roger Cook of This 
Old House shared his experiences with organic landscaping and tips for 
water conservation that were handy for the home as well as the facility. He 
told the audience that in February, 2007 This Old House will feature a 
program dedicated to a recent sustainable building project the crew is 
undertaking.  

State governments from as far as Washington State, Texas, Nevada, 
Minnesota, North Carolina, Alabama, and Maryland, as well as from the 
neighboring states of New York, Rhode Island, Connecticut and Maine 
came to learn about EPPs.  As more than one attendee stated, “there is just 
not enough time to do and see everything at this event.” We hope this will 
just remind everyone to stay the whole day so you don’t miss out! In the 
meantime, if you would like to get copies of the workshop presentations, 
please email Marcia.deegler@osd.state.ma.us. Also visit our website 
www.mass.gov/epp to see details on the Environmental Purchasing and 
Sustainability Award winners who were recognized at a ceremony at the 
State House on October 19, 2006. 

Subscription Information.  EPP Buyer Updates are published by the 
Environmentally Preferable Products Purchasing Program at the MA 
Operational Services Division.  Visit us online, subscribe and unsubscribe at 
http://www.mass.gov/epp 

 
 
“Although we have not yet determined the full efficiency benefit of the 
LEDs,” says Barry, “a huge part of the cost savings will result from the 
fact that they are 90% more efficient and have a longer lifespan.  
Conventional bulbs break and burn out frequently, causing them to need 
replacement every couple years.  The LED bulbs are durable, put off less 
heat and have at least a 10-year life, which translates to fewer staff hours 
maintaining the displays and replacing bulbs.” 

LEDs have actually been around for a while, but have only recently been 
introduced as Christmas and holiday lights.  Now you can find them for 
both home and commercial purposes in multiple shapes and sizes, several 
different colors and even a blinking variety. Many vendors offer them on 
state contracts FAC 22, FAC27 and FAC28.  Check them out for yourself 
and light up with less energy for your holiday celebration!  

LEDs (continued) 

Thank You, Sponsors of 
EPP Vendor Fair 2006! 
 

Platinum 
American Plastics Council (APC) 

Got Books? 
 

Gold 
CCS Presentation Systems • Conservation 
Solutions Corporation • Dennis K. Burke • 
Facility Contract Services / Electrolyzer • 
Interstate Refrigerant Recovery • Nature 
Friendly Products • Northeast Electrical 
Distributors • Responsible Purchasing 

Network • Sun Microsystems, Inc. 
 

Silver 
Creative Office Solutions • Conigliaro Industries 

Dell, Inc. • Grainger Industrial Supply • IKON Office 
Solutions, Inc. • Institution Recycling Network (IRN) 

• Mansfield Paper Co. Inc. • New England Office 
Supply • Office Resources • Patcraft Commercial 
Carpet • Standard Electric • Veolia ES Technical 

Solutions 
 

Supporters 
International Paper / xpedx  • Lindenmeyr Monroe

The good news is that according to numerous sources, 
close to 98% of all Christmas trees are grown on 
designated farms. Typically, the practice on these farms 
is to plant 2-3 seedlings for each tree that is harvested. It 
is estimated that over 73 million trees will be planted in 
2006 for this purpose. And you will be happy to know 
that it is also reported that 93% of all consumers recycle 
their Christmas trees.  

As far as pesticides and herbicides are concerned, tree 
farms indeed use them, but, according to the research by 
North Carolina State University Extension, chemical use 
at tree farms is significantly lower than at neighboring 
agricultural facilities.  Many farms also use integrated 
pest management (IPM) to further reduce the use of 
toxics.   

So as you enjoy the hot cider and outdoor shopping 
experience - don’t just buy a tree this year – make an 
investment toward a healthy tomorrow.  And once the 
holiday is over and it is time for the tree to leave your 
home, visit www.earth911.org (enter your zip code for 
local information) or call your city or town’s department 
of public works to get Christmas tree recycling 
instructions.

 Christmas Quandary (continued) Vendor Fair Recap 

EPP Vendor Fair Draws Record Crowd
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