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As we all struggle with high fuel costs and search for ways to 
reduce our environmental impact, purchasers in 
Massachusetts will be happy to know that the statewide 
contract for rental cars just got greener. Contract #OVM02, 
Short-term Rental of Various Light Duty Vehicles was 
awarded to one contractor, Enterprise Rent-A-Car in late 
2008 to provide the rental of light-duty and basic 
transportation for a variety of different classes of vehicles, 
most importantly, hybrids. 

One reason the contract went to Enterprise is that as a 
company, they are providing more hybrid vehicles 
nationwide than any of their competitors (reportedly 7000 as 
of 2009). In addition, the rental giant recently announced a 
program of “hybrid branches,” involving 80 designated 
locations throughout the country where customers can reserve 
hybrids in person, online or by phone. Hybrid cars include the 
Toyota Prius, Nissan Altima, Ford Escape and Toyota Camry. 

New England “hybrid branch” locations include Government 
Center in downtown Boston, Moody Street in Waltham and 
Second Street in Manchester, NH.  In addition to hybrids, 
these locations also offer vehicles that get over 28mpg or 
more and others that are capable of running on ethanol fuel.    

Enterprise has also introduced a new transportation option, 
WeCar, a car sharing option that offers hourly rentals of 
hybrid cars that can be reserved 24 hours in advance and are 
parked strategically throughout many cities such as St. Louis, 
Washington D.C, and cities in Washington and California.  

Enterprise Rent-A-Car has the 
Keys to Going Green 

There are hybrids and then there are Plug-in Hybrids 
(PHEVs). What’s the big difference? How does 
100+MPG sound; far fetched? Not so. The technology 
is here and the timing couldn’t be better. 

PHEVs are essentially a regular hybrid with an electric 
cable that you can use to recharge the vehicle in your 
garage overnight. Just plug it in to any 120 volt outlet 
and fill up your “electric tank”; likely for much less 
than it will cost to fill that gasoline back-up tank. While 
driving, you run cleaner, quieter and cheaper (mpg 
wise) even compared to regular hybrids.  

Unfortunately, there is a caveat or two – at least for a 
while; One is that PHEVs are not yet available for 
public sale and the other is that the battery required to 
run the car on electricity is expensive.  According to 
most automotive industry reports, Daimler Chrysler is 
already testing prototypes of the technology, and GM 
has announced that they hope to release PHEVs by next 
year (2010); so it appears that the first issue will be 
resolved in the not too distant future. 
 
In response to the second dilemma, MA EEA has taken 
a first step to jump start greater production of PHEVs 
by issuing statewide contract ENV 08 PHEV 01, which 
affords agencies and others the chance to purchase 
“conversions,” or retrofits for the Toyota Prius hybrids 
model year 2004 to present currently in their fleets. 

A New Era of Sustainable 
Travel: Plug-in Hybrid 

The Executive Office of Energy & Environmental Affairs 
(EOEEA) is an eligible applicant. If you have project ideas or 
questions, please contact Linda Benevides at 617-626-1197 or at 
Linda.Benevides@state.ma.us as soon as possible. 

National Clean Diesel Emissions Campaign (NCDS) competitive 
funding opportunities for diesel emission retrofit for Fiscal Year 
2009 will soon be made available under the Economic Stimulus 
Package. The additional funds may significantly increase the total 
budget for FY 2009 NCDC projects. 

2009 FUNDING OPPORTUNITY 

(continued on next page) 



Deicer Statewide Contract asks 
Vendors to “Hold the Salt”
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When it comes to salt, it doesn’t matter if it is a recipe or a 
roadway, too much can be a detriment as well as damaging.  
Sodium Chloride, or good old fashion table salt, is the most 
widely used product used to mitigate the hazards associated 
with snow and ice because it is cheap and relatively safe when 
used properly.   

However, the misuse of salt as a deicer, or more commonly 
the overuse, has negative effects on the surrounding 
environment. More is not better. Increased salt levels prevent 
plant life, both above and below ground, from absorbing water 
and nutrients. The melting snow and ice carries deicing 
chemicals onto vegetation and into soils along the roadside 
where they eventually enter local waterways and pose hazards 
to aquatic life.  

To control the potential misuse of salt and other deicing 
chemicals, the Operational Services Division recently issued 
statewide contract VEH86: Alternative Snow and Ice Control 
Products. The purpose of the contract is to provide more 
environmentally preferable – yet still high performing 
products to be used for highway, road, and other surface 
treatment. To date, one company, All States Asphalt, has been 
awarded for two different products under the contract; 
Meltdown 30% and Caliber M1000. Two other vendor awards 
are pending. Visit www.comm-pass.com for details.  

The technical specifications for VEH86 were designed based 
on the most recent iteration of the “Snow and Ice Control 
Chemical Products Specifications and Test Protocols for the 
Pacific Northwest Snowfighters (PNS) Consortium of British 
Columbia, Idaho, Montana, Oregon and Washington.”   

The PNS Consortium is an organization comprised of 
technical experts in the fields of chemistry, environment, 
maintenance operations, insurance law, public affairs and 
purchasing within the states cited above.  PNS strives to serve 
the traveling public by evaluating and establishing 
specifications for products used in winter maintenance that 
emphasize safety, environmental preservation,  high 
performance, infrastructure protection, and cost-effectiveness. 
As a result, the PNS approved list of snow and ice control 
products serves as a trusted standard and benchmark used by 
purchasers across the northwest region. 

For more information on the PNS organization and their list of 
approved products, visit their website at 
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/partners/pns/. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The WeCar program is designed to reduce pollution, ease 
traffic congestion, and promote sustainable practices. 
Membership costs are $35 per year and cost per hour of 
rental is $10.  The company plans to implement the program 
to Boston sometime in the near future. 

Other green initiatives reported by the company include 
investing several million dollars toward the research for 
algae-based alternative fuel and a program started last year 
that gives customers the option to pay $1.25 to purchase a 
“carbon offset” — which Enterprise then matches — from 
TerraPass, a company that transfers the money to wind farm 
development, landfill gas collection and cow power 
production using methane gas. About 1,000 customers a day 
choose to buy carbon credits, or 2% of reservations. 

Some 264,000 of the company’s vehicles have earned the 
U.S. EPA’s SmartWay certification mark – a distinction the 
EPA grants to vehicles that emit relatively low levels of 
both regulated pollutants and greenhouse gases such as 
CO2. Details on the program can be found at 
http://www.epa.gov/smartway/.  
 

 
Plug-in Hybrids (continued) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Subscription Information.  EPP Buyer Updates are 
published by the Environmentally Preferable Products 
Purchasing Program at the MA Operational Services 
Division.  Visit us online, to subscribe and unsubscribe at 
http://www.mass.gov/epp 

EEA has also pledged to 
purchase several conversions 
for the Commonwealth in an 
effort to join other states in 
sending the message to 
manufacturers that clean 
power is the direction of 
choice for our future.  

 

 

As manufactures respond and if the history of other new 
technologies is a good indicator, greater competition 
should result, which in turn breeds higher quality and 
lower prices. 

The awarded vendor under the state contract is A123 
Systems of Watertown, MA. The notable product that 
they are offering MA fleet managers is the Hymotion 
L5 Plug-in Conversion Module which converts a 
Prius hybrid into a PHEV capable of achieving 100+ 
mpg for 30-40 miles. 

Hymotion plug-in requires a L5 battery, which is also 
environmentally friendly, recyclable, and contains no 
heavy metals or toxins. The battery is installed into the 
spare tire well in your trunks in only a few hours at 
Westboro Toyota in Westboro, MA.  

The battery takes approximately 5 hours to charge fully 
on a 120V GFCI rated outlet. And A123 estimates that 
the cost for a full charge to be $0.50!  

For info on A123 Systems or PHEVs, visit their site at 
www.a123systems.com/. 
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