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By Mr. Markley of Springfield, petition of Philip M. Markley for
investigation by the Department of Public Health of the condition of
the Connecticut River and its tributaries in the matter of sewerage and
sewage disposal. Public Health.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Five.

Resolve providing for an Investigation by the Depart-
ment of Public Health of the Matter of Sewerage and
Sewage Disposal in the Valley of the Connecticut
River.

1 Resolved, That the department of public health is
2 hereby authorized and directed to investigate the
3 condition of the Connecticut river and its tributaries
4 and the matter of sewerage and sewage disposal in the
5 valley of said river within the limits of the common-
-6 wealth. The said department shall consider and
7 report upon a general system or systems of sewerage
8 and sewage disposal for the prevention of the pollution
9 of the said river and its tributaries and for the re-

-10 moval and disposal of the sewage of the cities and
11 towns or parts thereof in the valley, including also
12 the removal or disposal of industrial wastes which
13 may contribute materially to the pollution of said
14 river and its tributaries.
15 It shall be the duty of said department
16 (1) To prepare general plans for main trunk sewers
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17 to collect the sewage now discharged into the Con-
-18 necticut river or its tributaries and to convey the
19 sewage thus collected to such suitable disposal works
20 as the said department may determine to be the most
21 advantageous under the circumstances.
22 (2) To prepare general plans of tributary or main
23 branch sewers to intercept and collect the sewage and
24 industrial wastes and remove the same from the present
25 sewer outlets into the said river and its tributaries,
26 with pumping stations or such other appurtenances
27 thereto as may be necessary.
28 (3) To consider and report whether any city or

29 town or any group of two or more cities or towns can

30 more advantageously provide for itself or themselves
31 a distinct system of sewerage, drainage and disposal
32 works, and the said department shall prepare general
33 plans of such distinct system or systems with outlets
34 or disposal works, if recommended.
35 (4) Said department shall consider and report
36 whether the treatment or disposal of industrial wastes
37 separately from the domestic sewage can be effected
38 to advantage and shall report a general plan for such
39 separate treatment or disposal of such wastes if
40 recommended.
41 (5) Said department shall consider the question of

42 the disposal of sewage and industrial wastes entering

43 the Connecticut river and its tributaries in the states
44 of New Hampshire and Vermont and recommend, if
45 the department deems it necessary, any arrangements
46 that may be entered into by the commonwealth with
47 the states of New Hampshire and Vermont to abate
48 by treatment or otherwise any existing nuisances.
49 Said department may examine in connection with
50 this investigation all sewers discharging into said
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51 river or its tributaries in the Connecticut river valley
52 and may enter the premises of any industrial estab-
-53 lishments within the limits of the commonwealth for
54 the purpose of making an examination of the amount
55 and character of sewage or waste discharged
56 therefrom into the river or its tributaries.
57 Said department shall make such surveys as may be
58 necessary to determine upon locations for sewers,
59 drains, sewer outlets or disposal works, and may
60 employ such engineers or other assistants as may be
61 necessarjr for the proper carrying out of the investi-
-62 gation and the preparation of plans, and may expend
63 therefor such sum as may hereafter be appropriated,
64 not exceeding twenty-five thousand dollars.
65 The expenses incurred under this resolve shall be
66 reported by the said department to the governor and
67 council, and shall, when approved by them, be paid
68 out of the state treasury. Said department shall
69 apportion the amount of the expenses so paid upon
70 the cities and towns in this valley, in proportion to
71 the benefits derived by each city or town from the
72 work done under authority of this resolve, and the
73 amount so apportioned on each city and town shall
74 be assessed, collected and paid over to the state
75 treasurer in the same manner and at the same time
76 as state taxes.
77 All reports under this resolve shall be made by said
78 department to the general court on or before the
79 first Wednesday in December, nineteen hundred and
80 thirty-six.




