
No. 1116HOUSE
By Mr. Giroux of Somerville (by request), petition of William H.

Gardner for investigation by a special commission of circumstances
surrounding the passage of the horse and dog racing act and the ap-
pointment and confirmation of the State Racing Commission. Legal
Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Five.

Resolve providing for an Investigation by an Unpaid
Commission of the Facts and Circumstances sur-
rounding the Enactment of the Pari-Mutuel Act and
the Appointment and Confirmation of the State
Racing Commission.

1 Resolved, That the governor is hereby empowered
2 and directed to forthwith appoint an unpaid com-
-3 mission of three suitable persons, other than mem-
-4 bers of the general court, to conduct a comprehensive
5 inquiry into all the facts and circumstances sur-
-6 rounding the enactment of the so-called pari-mutuel
7 racing act of nineteen hundred and thirty-four, and
8 particularly the extent to which, if at all, money or
9 other improper or unlawful means were used, directly

10 or indirectly, to bring about the passage of said act
11 and its approval by the governor.
12 Said commission shall also make full inquiry into
13 all the facts and circumstances surrounding the ap-
-14 pointment by the governor of certain persons to be
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15 members of the racing commission created by said
16 pari-mutuel racing act, for the purpose of determin-
-17 ing whether or not any improper or unlawful means
18 or fraudulent influence was exerted by any persons
19 whatsoever in the procurement of the selection of
20 said board by the governor and its confirmation by
21 the executive council.
22 It shall be the particular duty of said commission
23 to ascertain whether or not any persons, firms, part-
-24 nerships, associations or corporations, within or
25 without the commonwealth, have directly or indi-
-26 rectly, to any extent whatsoever exerted, or at-
-27 tempted to exert any improper or unlawful influence
28 upon the general court or upon either the governor
29 or the members of the executive council, in an en-
-30 deavor to secure legislation favorable to their inter-
-31 ests and/or the appointment of persons of their own
32 selection and preference as members of said racing
33 board, for the purpose of endeavoring to monopo-
-34 lize and control horse and dog racing under the pari-
-35 mutuel system in Massachusetts through a control
36 of the issuance of license franchises to conduct pari-
-37 mutuel horse and dog racing within the common-
-38 wealth as authorized by the racing act of nineteen
39 hundred and thirty-four.
40 Said commission shall report its findings with such
41 recommendations as it may deem expedient, to-
-42 gether with drafts of any legislation necessary to
43 give effect to the same, to the general court by filing
44 the same with the clerk of the house of representa-
-45 tives, on or before, but not later than March first,
46 nineteen hundred and thirty-five.
47 The commission shall be furnished with rooms in
48 the state house, shall hold public hearings in Boston,
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49 may require by summons the attendance and testi-
-50 mony of witnesses and the production of books and
51 papers before it relating to any matter under in-
-52 vestigation, and may administer oaths to witnesses
53 testifying before it. Such summonses shall be issued
54 and such oaths administered by the chairman of the
55 committee.
56 The commission may employ counsel and may
57 expend for such legal, clerical or other assistance,
58 such amount, out of money in the treasury not other-
-59 wise appropriated, and not in excess of fifteen thou-
-60 sand dollars, as the governor and council may ap-
-61 prove.




