
No. 1225HOUSE
By Mr. Giroux of Somerville, petition of Eugene H. Giroux for

adoption of resolutions memorializing Congress in favor of a national
manufacturers sales tax and the distribution of the proceeds thereof
to municipalities. Constitutional Law.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Five.

Resolutions in Favor of the Enactment of a National
Manufacturers Sales Tax by the Federal Government
and the Distribution Thereof to Cities and Towns
for the Relief of Realty Taxpayers.

1 Whereas, The economic conditions prevalent dur-
-2 ing the past four years have brought about an enor-
-3 mous increase in real estate taxes; and
4 Whereas, Governmental income from sources other
5 than real estate taxes has been drastically reduced
6 during the past four years; and
7 Whereas, In spite of substantial governmental
8 economies, expenditures, especially of town and city
9 governments, have increased enormously as a result

10 of welfare costs; and
11 Whereas, Under our prevailing system of taxa-
-12 tion this additional burden of taxation has fallen en-
-13 tirely on the owners of real estate; and
14 Whereas, This burden of taxation is unbearable,
15 especially as it affects the home owner; and
16 Whereas, The financial credit and stability of our
17 local towns and municipalities depends on the home
18 owners ability to pay his real estate taxes; and
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19 Whereas, It is imperative that the real estate owner
20 receive substantial relief from this unjust and in-
-21 equitable burden; and
22 Whereas, In spite of the enactment of various fed-
-23 eral and state measures of relief for the real estate
24 taxpayer, realty taxes continue to increase; and
25 Whereas, The proposed state retail sales tax de-
-26 signed to relieve this tax burden is impracticable
27 and would injure and discriminate against Massa-
-28 chusetts industry and business and tend to lower
29 Massachusetts wage standards; and
30 Whereas, State retail sales taxes add confusion to
31 the complex problem of conflicting taxation; and
32 Whereas, It is necessary that our present tax base
33 be extended so that we may have a more equitable
34 distribution of the tax burden; and
35 Whereas, This tax base should be as uniform as
36 possible throughout the nation; now therefore be it
37 Resolved, That the general court of Massachu-
-38 setts hereby records itself in favor of a national
39 manufacturers sales tax to be levied by the federal
40 government in an amount sufficient to afford sub-
-41 stantial relief to real estate taxpayers, and that the
42 federal government allot to each state an amount
43 equal to sixty per cent of the amount of the revenue
44 collected from said tax within that state, and that
45 the money received by each state be apportioned to
46 the cities and towns under suitable joint supervision
47 of the state and federal government; and be it
48 further
49 Resolved, That the secretary of the commonwealth
50 forthwith forward copies of these resolutions to the
51 president of the United States, to the presiding offi-
-52 cers of both branches of congress, and to the mem-
-53 bers thereof from this commonwealth.


