
No. 1231HOUSE
By Mr. Dorgan of Boston, petition of Thomas Dorgan that teachers

and other educators be required to take oath or affirmation to support
the federal and state constitutions. Education.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Five.

An Act requiring Teachers, Instructors and Professors
to take an Oath or Affirmation to Support the Federal
and State Constitutions.

1 It shall be unlawful for any citizen of the United
2 States to serve as teacher, instructor or professor in
3 any school or institution in the public school system
4 of the state or in any school, college, university or
5 other educational institution in this state, unless and
6 until he or she shall have taken and subscribed the
7 following oath or affirmation: “I do solemnly swear
8 (or affirm) that I will support the constitution of the
9 United States of America and the constitution of the

10 state of Massachusetts, and that I will faithfully dis-
-11 charge, according to the best of my ability, the duties
12 of the position of (title of position and
13 name or designation of school, college, university or
14 institution to be here inserted), to which I am now
15 assigned.”

Be it enacted by the Senate and House oj Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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16 The oath required by this section shall be adminis-
-17 tered only by the officer or person, or in the case of a
18 board or body by a member of the board or body,
19 having authority to employ such person as a teacher,
20 instructor or professor in such school, college, uni-
-21 versity or institution, and each is hereby authorized
22 to administer it. The officer, person or member ad-
-23 ministering such oath shall make a record or notation
24 of the fact in the books or records of the school,
25 college, university or institution, and forthwith trans-
-26 mit the oath as taken and subscribed to the commis-
-27 sioner of education, who shall file it in his office, where
28 it shall be subject to public inspection. It shall be
29 unlawful for an officer, person or board having con-
-30 trol of the employment, dismissal or suspension of
31 teachers, instructors or professors in such a school,
32 college, university or institution, to permit a person
33 to serve in any such capacity therein in violation of
34 the provisions of this section. This section shall not
35 be construed to require a person to take such oath
36 more than once during the time he or she is employed
37 in the same school, college, university or institution,
38 though there be a change in the title or duties of the
39 position.


