
No. 1330HOUSE
By Mr. McDonald of Chelsea, petition of the Boston Society of

Architects for appointment of a state board to regulate the practice
of architecture and relative to the licensing of architects. State
Administration.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Five.

An Act regulating the Practice of Architecture.

1 Chapter one hundred and twelve of the General
2 Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary edition
3 thereof, is hereby amended by adding after section
4 eighty-seven S the following:

REGISTRATION OF ARCHITECTS,5

6 Section 87T. The following words, as used in
7 the following twenty-two sections, unless the context
8 otherwise appears, shall have the following mean-
-9 ings:

10 “Board” means the board of registration of
11 architects.
12 “Architect” means a person who engages in the
13 practice of architecture as hereinafter defined.
14 “Practicing Architecture” means a person who

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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15 holds himself out as able to perform any profes-
-16 sional architectural service such as consultation
17 investigation, evaluation, planning, design, including
18 aesthetic and structural design, or responsible
19 supervision of construction, in connection with any
20 private or public buildings, structures or projects,
21 or the equipment or utilities thereof, or the acces-
-22 series thereto, wherein the safeguarding of life,
23 health or property is concerned or involved, when
24 such professional service requires the application of
25 the art and science of construction based upon the
26 principles of mathematics, aesthetics, and the phys-
-27 ical sciences.
28 “Principal” means a person who has been at the
29 head of an organization practicing architecture.
30 Section 87U. No person shall practice architecture
31 in this commonwealth or use the title architect or
32 any title, sign, card or device to indicate that such
33 person is practicing architecture or is an architect,
34 unless such persons shall have secured from the
35 board a license as architect, in the manner hereinafter
36 provided, and shall thereafter comply with the pro-
-37 visions of this chapter.
38 Section 87V. This chapter shall not be construed
39 to affect or prevent the practice of engineering by
40 a professional engineer to apply to any professional
41 engineer in this commonwealth except that such
42 person shall not use the designation architect, ar-
-43 chitectural or architecture unless licensed under the
44 provisions of this chapter; nor to apply to any
45 building or structure costing two thousand dollars
46 or less and not exceeding twenty-five thousand
47 cubic feet, nor to alterations to any building or

48 structure costing one thousand dollars or less which
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49 do not involve changes affecting the structural safety
50 thereof; nor to prevent the preparation of details
51 and shop drawings by persons, other than architects,
52 for use in connection with the execution of their
53 work; nor to prevent employees of those lawfully
54 practicing as architects under the provision of this
55 chapter from acting under the instruction, control
56 or supervision of their employers, nor to apply to
57 the supervision by builders, or superintendents
58 employed by such builders, of the construction or
59 structural alteration of buildings or structures;
60 provided, however, that nothing herein contained
61 shall be construed to permit any person not licensed
62 as provided in this chapter to use the title architect,
63 or any title, sign, card or device to indicate that such
64 person is practicing architecture.
65 Section 87W. No corporation shall practice ar-
-66 chitecture in this commonwealth or be granted a
67 license under this chapter, but it shall be lawful for
68 a corporation organized and existing under the law
69 of the commonwealth of Massachusetts, and which
70 on or before the first day of January, nineteen hun-
-71 dred and thirty-five was legally incorporated to
72 practice architecture and which has been continuously
73 engaged in said practice since such time to prepare
74 drawings, plans and specifications for buildings and
75 structures which are constructed or their construction
76 supervised by such corporation, provided that the
77 chief executive officer of such corporation in the
78 commonwealth of Massachusetts shall be a licensed
79 architect under this chapter, and provided further
80 that the supervision of such buildings and structures
81 shall be under the personal supervision of said archi-
-82 tect and that such drawings, plans and specifications
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shall be prepared under the personal direction and
supervision of said architect and bear the stamp of
his official seal. No such corporation shall be per-
mitted to change its name and continue to practice
architecture, except upon the written approval of the
board.
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Section 87X. Every holder of a certificate of
registration shall display it in a conspicuous place in
his principal office, place of business or employment.
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Section 87 Y. Every architect shall have a seal,
approved by the board, which shall contain the name
of the architect and the words “Registered Architect,
Commonwealth of Massachusetts” and such other
words or figures as the board may deem necessary.
All working drawings and specifications, prepared by
such architect or under the supervision of such
architect, shall be stamped with the said seal.
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Section 87Z. No official of this commonwealth, or
of any city, town or village therein, now or hereafter
charged with the enforcement of laws, ordinances or
regulations relating to the construction or alteration
of buildings or structures, except as exempted under
this law, shall accept or approve any plans or speci-
fications that are not stamped with the seal of a
registered architect. Seal of registration shall be
supplied by the board.
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Section 87AA. Any citizen of the United States,
or any person who has duly declared his intention
of becoming such citizen, who is at least twenty-five
years of age and of good moral character may apply
for license under this chapter. He shall submit
evidence satisfactory to the board of examiners of
having completed an approved four year high school
course of study or the equivalent thereof as deter-
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mined by the department and of having satisfactorily
completed thereafter two years in an institution,
registered by the department as maintaining satis-
factory standards, conferring the degree of bachelor
of arts or science, or the equivalent as determined by
the board. He shall in addition submit evidence
satisfactory to the board of at least five years’ prac-
tical experience in the office or offices of a reputable
architect, or architects. Upon complying with these
requirements, he shall pass an examination in such
technical and professional subjects as are prescribed
by the board. Each written examination may be
supplemented by such oral examination as the board
may determine.
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Notwithstanding anything herein contained every
applicant for license as architect, otherwise required
to take an examination, shall be required, in addition
to all other requirements, to establish by written
examination his competency to plan, structurally
design and supervise the construction of buildings
and similar structures.
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Prior to January first, nineteen hundred and thirty-
seven, the board may exempt from any part of
the examination, except the written examination to
establish his competency to plan, structurally design
and supervise the construction of buildings or similar
structures, a graduate of a college or school of archi-
tecture in a course registered by the department as
maintaining satisfactory standards. Such graduate
shall not be required to submit evidence of the com-
pletion of the high school course of study nor evidence
of the completion of the two years of college study,
but shall be required to submit evidence satisfactory
to the board of at least three years’ practical experi-
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ence, of a grade and character satisfactory to the
board in the office or offices of a reputable architect
or architects.
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Section 8788. The board may exempt from
examination an applicant for license as architect
who holds a license or certificate to practice archi-
tecture issued to him upon examination by a legally
constituted board of examiners in any other common-
wealth or political subdivision of the United States
provided the requirement for such license or certificate
was the full equivalent of the requirements in this
commonwealth at the time it was issued and provided,
further, that the applicant’s record fully met the
requirements of this commonwealth in all respects
other than examination.
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Section 87CC. Any architect who has lawfully
practiced architecture for a period of more than ten
years without the commonwealth may be granted a
license upon passing a practical examination, the
character of which shall be determined by the board.
The board may accept, in lieu of such examination,
a certificate of qualification issued by the national
council of architectural registration boards.
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Section 87DD. Every applicant for license as
architect whether by examination or exemption shall
pay a fee of twenty-five dollars to the board.
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Section 87EE. Every person applying subsequent
to January first, nineteen hundred and thirty-eight
for a license as architect shall be required to pass the
examination, and before admission thereto shall
submit evidence that he graduated from a college
or school of architecture registered by the board as
maintaining satisfactory standards. He shall also
submit before admission to the examination evidence

177
178
179
180
181
182
183
184



1935.] HOUSE —No. 1330. 7

of practical experience in architectural work of a
grade and character satisfactory to the board. Each
complete year of study in the registered college or
school of architecture may be accepted in lieu of one
year of such experience and the applicant must
submit evidence of sufficient additional experience
to give him a total of eight years. In lieu of gradu-
ation from a registered college or school of archi-
tecture and the practical experience in addition
thereto, an applicant may submit evidence of twelve
years’ practical experience in architectural work of
a grade and character satisfactory to the board,
provided, however, that any person of good moral
character who has been engaged as principal in the
gainful practice of architecture for a period of ten
years, or any such person who has had fifteen years
of practical experience in the employ of a practicing
architect or architects may at any time be granted
a license upon passing a practical examination, the
character of which shall be determined by the board.
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205 Any person of good moral character upon presen-

tation of satisfactory proof that he was engaged as
principal in the gainful practice of architecture at
the time of the passage of this chapter may apply
for registration on the basis of constitutional exemp-
tion and shall be given a certificate of “License by
Exemption”.
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212 Section 87FF. The record of result of every

examination shall be kept by the board and the board
shall issue a license to every person entitled to
receive it.
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216 Section 87GG. Every person to whom such li-

cense is issued shall register in the office of the
county clerk of the county in which he maintains his
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219 principal place of business in a book kept by the clerk
for such purpose, his name, residence and post-office220
address, source, number and date of his license to221

222 practice architecture and the date of his registration,
!23 which registration he shall be entitled to make only223

upon showing to the county clerk his license and224
225 making an affidavit of the above facts, that he is the
226 identical person named in the license; that before

receiving it he complied with all the requirements of227
this chapter; that no money other than the fee228

prescribed by this chapter was paid directly or in-229

directly for such license; and that no fraud, mis-230
representation or mistake in material regard was231

232 employed or occurred in order that such license
233 should be granted; which affidavit shall be preserved
234 in a bound volume by the county clerk. The county

clerk shall issue a certificate giving the date and235
name of said architect preceded by the words “regis-236

237 tered as authority to practice as an architect, in the
clerk’s office of county”; and shall issue238
to each person duly registered and making such239
affidavit a certificate of registration in his county240
which shall include a transcript of the registration.241
In case of a person having a “license by exemption”242
the certificate of registration shall include the words243

by exemption ”. Such transcript and the certificate244
of registration may be offered as presumptive evidence245
in all courts of the facts stated therein. The county246
clerk’s fee for taking such registration and affidavit247
and issuing such certificate shall be one dollar. Any248
person who, having lawfully registered as aforesaid,249
shall thereafter change his name in any lawful manner250
shall register the new name with the marginal note251

252 of the former name, and shall note upon the margin



1935.] HOUSE —No. 1330. 9

of the former registration the fact of such change and
a cross-reference to the new registration. A county
clerk who knowingly shall make or suffer to be made
upon the book of registry of architects kept in his
office any other entry than is provided for in this
article, shall be guilty of a violation of this chapter,
punishable as hereinafter provided.
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Section 87HH. On or before the first day of May
of each year the board shall mail to every licensed
architect practicing in the commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts, a blank application for annual registration,
addressing such application to the last known post-
office address of such architect. Upon receipt of
such application blank, which shall contain space
for post-office address, date and number of his
license and such other information as the board shall
require, he shall forward the application to the board
together with the fee of five dollars. Upon receipt
of such an application, for annual registration and
fee, and having verified its accuracy, the board shall
issue a certificate of annual registration which shall
render the holder thereof a legal practitioner of
architecture for the ensuing year. These certificates
shall be dated September first, and shall expire on
the thirty-first day of August in the year following.
Applications for renewal of annual registration must
be made on or before the first day of September of
each year, and if not so made, an additional fee of
one dollar for each thirty days’ delay beyond the
first day of September and up to the first day of
January shall be added to the regular fee. On the
first day of January each year, or within ten days
thereafter, the board shall publish and mail to every
licensed architect in the commonwealth of Massa-

260
261
262
263
264
265
266
267
268
269
270
271
272
273
274
275
276
277
278
279
280
281
282
283
284
285
286



HOUSE —No. 1330. [Jan.10

chusetts a printed list of the legally licensed architects
within the commonwealth. Such published list shall
contain at the beginning thereof these words: “Each
architect receiving this list is requested to report to
the board the names and addresses of any persons
known to be practicing architecture whose names do
not appear in this list. The name of persons giving
such information shall not be divulged”. Should any
practicing architect fail to secure an annual registra-
tion certificate and continue to practice architecture
beyond the first day of January, he shall be con-
sidered an illegal practitioner and his license may be
suspended or revoked by the board.
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Section 8711. Upon recommendation of the board
and the payment of a fee of ten dollars, the board may
issue a temporary permit to practice architecture to
an architect who is not a citizen of the United States
and has not declared his intention of becoming a
citizen but who submits evidence satisfactory to the
board of established and recognized professional
standing in his own country and who submits cer-
tification as to character and qualifications from at
least two duly registered architects of this common-
wealth. Such temporary permit shall entitle the
holder to practice architecture in this commonwealth
but only in connection with the specific project for
which it is granted, and shall be subject to the same
restrictions regarding annual registration and revo-

cation as a license issued as otherwise provided in
this chapter. The annual printed list shall include
a separate list of the persons to whom such temporary
permits have been granted.
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Section 87JJ. The board shall have power to
revoke, suspend or annul the license and/or registra-
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tion of an architect, or reprimand, censure or other-
wise discipline an architect in accordance with the
following provisions and procedure in any of the
following cases:
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(a) Upon proof that the holder of such license is
practicing in violation of any section of this chapter
or of any rules or regulations promulgated by said
board;
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(5) Upon proof that such license has been obtained
or that the holder thereof has obtained such license
by fraud or misrepresentation;
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(c) Upon proof that any money was paid to secure
such license except fees prescribed by this chapter;
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(d) Upon proof that the holder of such license is
falsely impersonating a practitioner or former prac-
titioner or is practicing under an assumed, fictitious
or a corporate name;
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(e) Upon proof that the holder of such license has
been guilty of a felony;
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(/) Upon proof that the holder of such license
aided and abetted in the practice of architecture any
person not duly authorized to practice architecture
under the provisions of this act;
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(g) Upon proof that the holder of such license is
guilty of fraud or deceit or of gross negligence, in-
competency or misconduct in the practice of archi-
tecture; or

344
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348 (h) Upon proof that the holder of such license

permitted his seal to be affixed to any plans, specifi-
cations or drawings that were not prepared by him
or under his personal supervision by his regularly
employed subordinate.
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Section 87KK. Any person may prefer charges
against an architect. Such charges shall be in writing
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and sworn to by the complainant and shall be for-
warded to the board. Unless the charges are dis-
missed by the board as unfounded or trivial, they
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shall be heard by the board within sixty days after
the date on which they are filed with the board. The
accused shall have the right at such hearing to appear
personally and/or by counsel, to cross-examine
witnesses against him and to produce evidence and
witnesses in his defense. The board shall fix the
time and place for said hearing and shall cause a copy
of the charges together with a notice of the time and
place fixed for the hearing to be served on the accused
at least thirty days before the date fixed for the
hearing. Where personal service cannot be effected
and such fact is certified on oath by any person duly
authorized to make legal service, the board shall
cause to be published once a week for four consecutive
weeks, the last publication of which shall be at least
thirty days prior to the hearing, a notice that charges
have been preferred against the accused and of the
date of the hearing in a newspaper published in the
county in which the architect last practiced accord-
ing to his registration or re-registration certificate,
and a copy of such notice shall also be mailed to the
accused at his last known address. If by a majority
vote of the board the accused is found guilty of the
charges or any of them, said board shall issue an
order revoking, suspending or annulling the license
and/or registration of the accused or reprimanding,
censuring or otherwise disciplining him or dismissing
the charges. If such order be that a license be re-

voked, suspended or annulled, the board shall notify
the clerk of each county in the commonwealth that
such action has been taken.
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389 The board may re-issue a license to any person
390 whose license has been revoked. Application for the
391 re-issuance of a license shall be made in such manner
392 as the board may direct.
393 Section 87LL. It shall be a misdemeanor for any
394 person to (1) practice or offer to practice or hold
395 himself out as entitled to practice architecture unless
396 duly licensed and registered as provided in this
397 chapter; (2) present or attempt to file as his own
398 the license of another; (3) give false or forged evi-
399 dence to the board or any member thereof in obtain-
400 ing a license; (4) falsely impersonate any other
401 practitioner, of like or different name; (5) use or
402 attempt to use a license that has been revoked; or
403 (6) otherwise violate any of the provisions of this
404 act. Such misdemeanor shall be punishable by a fine
405 of not less than one hundred and not more than five
406 hundred dollars or imprisonment for not more than
407 one year or both.
408 Section 87MM. Every unrevoked license issued
409 as provided in this chapter shall be presumptive
410 evidence in all courts and places that the person
411 named therein is legally licensed and every certificate
412 of annual registration shall likewise be presumptive
413 evidence that the person named therein is legally
414 registered for the period for which it is issued
415 Section 87NN. All complaints for violations of this
416 chapter when reported to the board and duly sub-
417 stantiated by affidavit or other satisfactory evidence
418 shall be investigated by it and if the report is found
419 to be true and the evidence substantiated the board
420 shall report such violation to the attorney-general and
421 request prompt prosecution.
422 Section 8700. All officials of any city, town or
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Cl

village, in this commonwealth now or hereafter
charged with the enforcement of laws, ordinances or
regulations relating to the construction or alterations
of buildings or structures shall, under the direction
of the board, assist the board in the enforcement of
this chapter.
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Section 87PP. All fees, fines, penalties and other
moneys derived from the operation of this chapter
shall be paid to the board and shall be available for
the payment of all salaries, compensation and ex-
penses of the board, the secretary of the board in
carrying out the provisions of this chapter. The
unexpended balance of all such fees, fines, penalties
and other moneys derived from the operation of this
act remaining on the thirtieth day of April of each
year shall be paid into the state treasury.
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