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Kelly that Congress be memorialized relative to the use of labor
saving machinery and relating to the establishment of unemploy-
ment insurance. Constitutional Law.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Five.

Resolutions memorializing the Congress of the United
States relative to Unemployment Insurance.

1 Resolved, That the General Court of Massachusetts
2 urges the Congress of the United States that, before
3 any recommendations are submitted to it in relation
4 to unemployment insurance, it shall authorize a sur-
-5 vey of all corporations and industrial and manufactur-
6mg establishments. The purpose of the survey shall
7 be to ascertain how many labor-saving machines and
8 devices have been installed by corporations and indus-
-9 trial and manufacturing establishments, and whether

10 the said machines and devices are responsible for
11 unemployment; and be it further
12 Resolved, That if labor-saving machines and
13 devices are found and proven to be the causes of
14 unemployment, the Congress of the United States
15 shall, as a matter of justice to the wage earners of
16 Massachusetts and other states, enact legislation so
17 that employers shall be prohibited from taking any
18 part of the wage earners’ wages to pay part of the
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19 costs of unemployment insurance for the reason that
20 the corporations and industrial and manufacturing
21 establishments which have installed the said ma-
-22 chines and devices should bear the costs and not place
23 any burden upon the wage earners who are now taxed
24 to the limit; and be it further
25 Resolved, That the wage earners of Massachusetts
26 and other states should not be held responsible for
27 unemployment that has been brought on through the
28 inventive capacity of men who formed a league to
29 get together and agree with corporations and indus-
-30 trial and manufacturing establishments to install
31 labor-saving machines and devices for the purpose of
32 reducing the number of men and women employed
33 by the corporations and industrial and manufacturing
34 establishments; and be it further
35 Resolved, That since the world war the great
36 advance in science and inventions has brought to the
37 people of the United States serious suffering, and the
38 inventions of labor-saving machines and devices are
39 responsible and the causes of depression and unem-
-40 ployment which have replaced millions of wage earners
41 who are now unemployed throughout the United
42 States, and the effects of unemployment have proven
43 to be one of the most vital and urgent questions
44 which have affected the interest of millions of men

45 and women of the United States who are now un-

-46 employed and it is a question that cannot be ignored
47 because the conditions that now exist have been
48 forced upon the wage earners through the machine
49 age; therefore, be it
50 Resolved, That the General Court of Massachusetts
51 respectfully urges upon the Congress of the United
52 States the desirability and justice of enacting legis-
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53 lation for the protection and rights of all wage earners

54 of the United States, and if the unemployment insur-
-55 ance is to be considered, the placing of the burden
56 where it rightfully belongs, and that if labor-saving
57 machines and devices are responsible for unemploy-
-58 ment those who installed them should pay the costs
59 of unemployment insurance and the burden should
60 not be placed upon the wage earners who are now
61 employed in the United States; and be it further
62 Resolved, That copies of these resolutions be for-
-63 warded by the secretary of the commonwealth to the
64 members of Congress from Massachusetts and each
65 presiding officer of Congress.




