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By Mr. Bowker of Brookline, petition of Frederick Butler for
amendment of the law relative to fillingof vacancies in elective county
offices. Counties.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Five.

An Act relative to Filling of Vacancies in Elective County
Offices.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

CJjc Commontuealtj) of egassaeftusetts

1 Section 1. Section one hundred and forty-two of
2 chapter fifty-four of the General Laws is hereby
3 amended by striking out, in the third line, the words
4 “register of probate and insolvency or sheriff”, —■

5 and by striking out, in the eleventh and twelfth lines,
6 the words “register of probate and insolvency or
7 sheriff”, ■— and in the fourteenth line by striking out
8 the words “register of probate and insolvency or
9 sheriff”, —so as to read as follows: Section 142.

10 Upon failure to choose a district attorney, clerk of the
11 courts or in Suffolk county of the supreme judicial
12 or superior court, the governor shall cause precepts to
13 be issued to the proper officers, directing them to call
14 an election on the day appointed therein for the elec-
-15 tion of such officer.
16 Upon a vacancy by removal or otherwise in any of



2 [Jan.HOUSE — No. 1375.

17 the above named offices, he shall in like manner cause
18 precepts to be issued for an election to fill such va-
-19 cancy at the next biennial state election for which
20 precepts can be seasonably issued, unless the term of
21 the office expires on the first Wednesday of January
22 following such state election.
23 Upon a vacancy in the office of district attorney,
24 the governor with the advice and consent of the coun-
-25 cil may appoint some person thereto until a district
26 attorney is qualified. Upon a vacancy in the office of
27 clerk of the courts in any county, or of the clerk of the
28 supreme judicial court in Suffolk county, the justices
29 of said court may appoint a clerk to hold the office
30 until a clerk is qualified.
31 Upon a vacancy in the office of a clerk of the su-
-32 perior court in Suffolk county, the justices of said
33 court may appoint a clerk to hold the office until a
34 clerk is qualified.

1 Section 2. Section one hundred and forty-three
2 of said chapter fifty-four is hereby amended, in the
3 first line, by inserting after the word “treasurer” a
4 comma and the words: register of probate and in-
-5 solvency or sheriff, and again in the seventh and
6 eighth lines, by inserting after the word “treasurer” a
7 comma and the words: register of probate and in-
-8 solvency or sheriff, and again in the sixteenth line
9 by inserting after the words “thirty-six” the words:

10 or section two of chapter thirty-seven or section
11 twelve of chapter two hundred and seventeen, —so

12 as to read as follows: Section 143. Upon failure to
13 choose a county treasurer, register of probate and in-
-14 solvency or sheriff or a register of deeds for a county
15 or district, except Suffolk and Nantucket counties,
16 the county commissioners shall forthwith issue pre-



HOUSE — No. 1375.1935.] 3

17 cepts to the aldermen of each city and the selectmen
18 of each town in such county or district, directing them
19 to call an election for the election of such officer on a
20 day appointed therein.
21 Upon a vacancy by removal or otherwise in the
22 office of county treasurer, register of probate and in-
-23 solvency or sheriff or of register of deeds in a county
24 or district, except in Suffolk and Nantucket counties,
25 the county commissioners shall in like manner issue
26 precepts for an election to fill such vacancy at the next
27 biennial state election for which precepts can be sea-
-28 sonably issued, unless the term of office expires on the
29 first Wednesday of January following such state
30 election, and may appoint some person to fill such
31 office until a person is elected thereto and qualified.
32 The person so appointed shall give bond as provided
33 in section three of chapter thirty-five or section three
34 of chapter thirty-six or section two of chapter thirty-
-35 seven or section twelve of chapter two hundred and
36 seventeen, as the case may be.
37 Upon failure to choose a register of deeds in Suf-
-38 folk county, or upon a vacancy in that office, the city
39 council of Boston shall call meetings to elect a register
40 of deeds or to fill such vacancy, as is above provided
41 for an election in other counties; and, upon a vacancy
42 in that office in said Suffolk county, the superior court
43 shall appoint some person to the office until a person
44 is elected thereto and qualified.
45 Upon failure to choose a register of deeds in Nan-
-46 tucket county, or upon a vacancy in that office, the
47 selectmen of the town of Nantucket shall call a meet-
-48 ing to elect a register of deeds as is above provided
49 for an election in other counties, and may appoint
50 some person to the office until a person is elected
51 thereto and qualified.




