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By Mr. Brown of Abington, petition of William A. Brown fo:
legislation to provide for speedy commitment to State Prison o
persons convicted of capital crimes. Judiciary (Joint).

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Five.

An Act providing for the Speedy Commitment to State
Prison of Persons convicted of Capital Crimes

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter two hundred and seventy-
-2 eight of the General Laws is hereby amended by in-

-3 sorting after section twelve, as appearing in the Ter-
-4 centenary edition, the following new section:
5 Section 12A. After a person has been convicted of
6 a capital crime, he shall be immediately conveyed, as
7 secretly as may be, by the sheriff having custody of
8 him or by a deputy designated by the sheriff to the
9 state prison, and shall be delivered to the warden

10 thereof or to the officer performing the duties thereof,
11 any claim of appeal from such conviction or any pro-
-12 vision of law to the contrary notwithstanding.

Cf)e Commoutuealdj of o©asoac{nioetts

1 Section 2. Section forty-four of chapter two hun-
-2 dred and seventy-nine of the General Laws, as appear-
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3 ing in the Tercentenary edition, is hereby amended
4 by striking out all after the word “death” in the
5 second line down to and including the word “He” in
6 the eighth line and inserting in place thereof the
7 words: , the warrant shall, within ten days of the
8 first day of the week appointed for the execution of the
9 sentence of death, be delivered to the warden of the

10 state prison or to the officer performing the duties
11 thereof. The convict, —soas to read as follows:
12 Section 44- After a convict has been sentenced to the
13 punishment of death, the warrant shall, within ten
14 days of the first day of the week appointed for the
15 execution of the sentence of death, be delivered to the
16 warden of the state prison or to the officer performing
17 the duties thereof. The convict shall, unless lawfully
18 discharged from such imprisonment, be kept in a cell
19 provided for the purpose from the time of such delivery
20 until the sentence of death is executed upon him, and
21 no person shall be allowed access to him without an
22 order of the court, except the officers and employees
23 of the prison, his counsel, and such physicians, priest
24 or minister of religion as the warden may approve, and
25 the members of his family who are identified to the
26 satisfaction of the warden. If the execution of the
27 sentence of death is respited by the governor, or is
28 otherwise delayed by process of law, the convict may,
29 in the discretion of the warden, be confined in a cell
30 used for solitary confinement.


