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By Mr. Shea of Cambridge, petition of Charles H. Shea for legisla-
tion abolishing the poll tax assessed upon inhabitants of the Common-
wealth. Taxation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Five.

An Act abolishing the Poll Tax.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter fifty-one of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by striking out sections four to
3 nine, inclusive, as amended, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following:—•
5 Section J+. Except as otherwise provided by law,
6 the assessors, assistant assessors, or one or more of
7 them shall annually, in January, February or March,
8 visit every building in their respective cities and towns
9 and, after diligent inquiry, shall make true lists con-

-10 taining, as nearly as they can ascertain, the name, age,
11 occupation, and residence on January first in the cur-
-12 rent year, and the residence on January first in the
13 preceding year, of every male and female person
14 twenty years of age or older, residing in theirrespective
15 cities and towns.
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16 Any inmate of the soldiers’ home in Chelsea shall
17 have the same right as any other resident of that city
18 to vote therein.
19 The assessors shall, upon the personal application
20 of a listed person for the correction of any error in
21 their original lists, and whenever informed of any
22 such error, make due investigation, and, upon proof
23 thereof, correct the same on their books. When in-
-24 formed of the omission of the name of a person who is
25 averred to have lived in the city or town on January
26 first in the current year, and to have been listed as
27 provided in this section, there in the preceding year,
28 or to have been assessed there in such year under
29 corresponding provisions of earlier laws, they shall
30 make due investigation and, upon proof thereof, add
31 the name to their books, and give immediate notice
32 thereof to the registrars of voters. They shall pre-
-33 serve for two years all applications, certificates and
34 affidavits received by them under this section.
35 Section 5. The assessors shall, before June fifteenth
36 in each year, transmit to the registrars of voters the
37 lists required by the preceding section, or certified
38 copies thereof, and shall promptly transmit to the
39 registrars notice of every addition to and correction
40 in the lists made by them. Every assessor and assist-
-41 ant assessor shall furnish all information in his pos-
-42 session necessary to aid the registrars in the perform-
-43 ance of their duties.
44 Section 6. The assessors of cities on or before June
45 fifteenth in each year, and the assessors of towns on

46 or before July first in each year, shall prepare lists con-

-47 taining the names of all persons listed by them under
48 section four for the current year. Such lists shall be
49 arranged in cities by streets, and in towns by streets
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50 or alphabetically by the names of the persons listed,
51 and in cities and in towns of over five thousand in-
-52 habitants according to the latest national or state
53 census, by the smallest subdivision of the city or town
54 for the purpose of voting. The assessors in cities and
55 in such towns shall print such lists in pamphlet form,
56 shall deliver to the registrars as many copies thereof
57 as they may require, and shall hold the remaining
58 copies for public distribution. In every other town,
59 the assessors shall cause such lists to be conspicuously
60 posted on or before July first in each year in two or

61 more public places therein.
62 Section 7. The assessors shall name or designate in
63 such street lists all buildings used as residences, in
64 their order on the street where they are located, by
65 giving the number or other definite description of each
66 building so that it can be readily identified, and shall
67 place opposite to or under each number or other
68 description of a building the name, age and occupation
69 of every person residing therein on January first of
70 the current year who is listed under section four, and
71 his residence on January first of the preceding year.
72 Section 8. If a male or female resident in a city
73 or town on January first was not listed, such person
74 shall, in order to establish his right to be listed,
75 present to the assessors before the close of registra-
-76 tion a sworn statement that he was on said day a
77 resident of such city or town. If the assessors are
78 satisfied that such statement is true, they shall list
79 him and give him a certificate thereof.
80 Section 9. A person who becomes a resident of a
81 city or town after January first and desires to be
82 registered as a voter shall present to the assessors a
83 sworn statement that he became a resident therein at
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84 least six months preceding the election at which he
85 claims the right to vote. If the assessors are satis-
-86 fied that such statement is true, they shall give him
87 a certificate that he became a resident therein as
88 aforesaid, and shall forthwith notify the registrars
89 of voters of the city or town, if in the commonwealth,
90 where such person resided on January first, that they
91 have given such certificate.
92 Section 9A. In cities or towns where any of the
93 duties imposed by sections four to nine, inclusive, upon
94 the assessors are, under special acts performed by other
95 officers, the duties imposed upon the assessors by said
96 sections are hereby imposed upon such officers.
97 Section 98. All special acts and parts of special acts
98 relating to a poll tax in cities and towns where the du-
-99 ties of listing persons subject to such tax have been

100 performed by officers other than the assessors are
101 hereby repealed, so far as they relate to the poll tax.

1 Section 2. Section eleven of said chapter fifty-
-2 one, as appearing in the Tercentenary edition, is
3 hereby amended by striking out, in the second line,
4 the words “assessed or”, so as to read as follows:
5 —Section 11. The assessors, except in cities and
6 towns having listing boards, shall enter the name and
7 residence of each person certified under section eight
8 or section nine in a book provided therefor.

1 Section 3. Section thirteen of said chapter fifty-
-2 one, as so appearing, is hereby repealed.

1 Section 4. Section one of chapter fifty-nine of

2 the General Laws, as so appearing, is hereby re-
-3 pealed.
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1 Section 5. Section five of said chapter fifty-nine,
2 as amended, is hereby further amended by striking;
3 out, in the first line, the words “and polls”, so
4 that the first paragraph will read as follows; The
5 following property shall be exempt from taxation;

1 Section 6. Clause Eighteenth of said section
2 five is hereby amended by striking out, in the first
3 line, the words “The polls and, so as to read as
4 follows: Eighteenth, Any portion of the estates of
5 persons who by reason of age, infirmity and poverty
6 are in the judgment of the assessors unable to con-
-7 tribute fully toward the public charges.

1 Section 7. Said section five, as amended, is
2 hereby further amended by striking out clause
3 Twenty-third and inserting in place thereof the fol-
-4 lowing:
5 Twenty-third, Property of soldiers and sailors
6 who served in the military or naval service of the
7 United States in the war of the rebellion, in the
8 Indian wars, in the Spanish war, in the Philippine
9 insurrection or in the Chinese relief expedition, and

10 were honorably discharged or honorably released
11 therefrom, who are not entitled to exemption under
12 the preceding clause, and the property of their wives
13 or widows, shall be exempt from taxation to the
14 amount of one thousand dollars in the case of each
15 person; provided, that the combined exemption of
16 such a soldier or sailor and his wife shall not exceed
17 one thousand dollars, and provided, further, that
18 the combined estate, real and personal, of the person
19 so exempted and of the husband or wife of such
20 person does not exceed in value the sum of five thou-
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21 sand dollars, exclusive of the value of the mortgage
22 interest held by persons other than the person to be
23 exempted in such mortgaged real estate as may be
24 included in said combined estate; but if, said com-
-25 bined estate being less than five thousand dollars,
26 the sum total thereof and of such mortgage interest
27 exceeds one thousand dollars, the amount so ex-
-28 empted shall be one thousand dollars. If the property
29 of a person entitled to such exemption is taxable in
30 more than one town, or partly without the com-
-31 monwealth, only such proportion of the one thousand
32 dollars exemption shall be made in any town as the
33 value of the property taxable in such town bears to
34 the whole of the taxable property of such person.
35 The widows of soldiers and sailors who served as
36 aforesaid and who lost their lives in the war of the
37 rebellion, in the Indian wars, in the Spanish war, in
38 the Philippine insurrection or in the Chinese relief
39 expedition, shall be entitled to exemption as specified
40 in the preceding clause. No exemption shall be
41 made under this clause of the property of a person
42 not a legal resident of the commonwealth.

1 Section 8. Said chapter fifty-nine is hereby
2 further amended by striking out sections nine and
3 ten, as amended, and the heading preceding them,
4 and inserting in place thereof the following new
5 heading: where and to whom property shall

6 be assessed.

1 Section 9. From and after the effective date of
2 this act, assessors, collectors and deputy collectors
3 of taxes shall no longer be required to perform any
4 of the duties relative to poll taxes imposed upon
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5 them by statutes, and all forms relating to the as-
-6 sessment and collection of taxes shall be changed
7 accordingly.




