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By Mr. Swain of Nantucket, petition of William T. Swain that
the Department of Public Utilities be required to report to the Gen-
eral Court relative to its order for reduction in prices charged for
gas and electricity by the Nantucket Gas and Electric Company.
Power and Light.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Five.

Resolve providing for an Explanation by the Department
of Public Utilities of its Order for Reduction in the
Prices charged for Gas and Electricity sold and de-
livered by the Nantucket Gas and Electric Company.

1 Whereas, The rates charged for electricity by the
2 Nantucket Gas and Electric Company are the highest
3 in Massachusetts and among the highest in the United
4 States; and
5 Whereas, The department of public utilities on July
6 thirty-first, nineteen hundred and thirty-four, on peti-
-7 tion of the selectmen of Nantucket and after public
8 hearings, ordered that said rates be changed so as to
9 enable the people of Nantucket to buy electricity at

10 less exorbitant rates; and
11 Whereas, On August sixteenth, nineteen hundred and
12 thirty-four, the department of public utilities revoked
13 said order of July thirty-first, nineteen hundred and
14 thirty-four and substituted therefor an order which
15 gave less adequate relief to the people of Nantucket;
16 and
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17 Whereas, Grave doubt exists as to the fairness of
18 said order of August sixteenth, nineteen hundred and
19 thirty-four and as to the adequacy of the consideration
20 given by the department of public utilities to the law
21 and the undisputed facts in the case; and
22 Whereas, Grave doubt exists as to the protection
23 afforded to the people of Massachusetts by the de-
-24 partment of public utilities against the exaction by
25 gas and electric companies of exorbitant rates, prices
26 and charges for gas and electricity; therefore, be it
27 Resolved, That each member of the commission of
28 the department of public utilities is required and di-
-29 rected to file in duplicate with the clerk of the house
30 and the clerk of the senate, not later than thirty days
31 after the effective date hereof, a statement under oath
32 setting forth in full (a) the law and the facts upon
33 which such commissioner based his concurrence in the
34 aforesaid order of August sixteenth, nineteen hundred
35 and thirty-four; and (6) any considerations, of general
36 public interest or otherwise, which influenced such
37 commissioner in making or concurring in said order;
38 together with (c) any other comment or explanation
39 which such commissioner may care to offer in justi-
-40 fication of, or in connection with, his making or con-
-41 currence in, said order.


