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By Mr. Sirois of Lawrence, petition of Edward D. Sirois that fifty

per cent of the revenue received from the gasoline tax be apportioned
among the cities and towns for the relief of the tax burden on real
estate. Ways and Means (Joint).

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Five.

An Act providing for the Apportionment of Fifty Per
Cent of the Revenue received from the Gasoline Tax
to the Cities and Towns of the Commonwealth.

1 Section 1. Section thirteen of chapter sixty-
-2 four A of the General Laws, as appearing in the Ter-
-3 centenary edition, is hereby amended by striking out
4 the words “and shall be credited to the Highway
5 Fund,” as appearing in line three and inserting in
6 place thereof the following: fifty per cent shall, be
7 credited to the Highway Fund and fifty per cent shall
8 be apportioned and distributed to the cities and
9 towns of the commonwealth.

1 Section 2. Chapter three hundred and seventy of
2 the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-three, and
3 chapter three hundred and seventy-seven of the acts
4 of nineteen hundred and thirty-four are hereby
5 repealed.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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1 Section 3. All sums received by cities and towns
2 in accordance with this act shall be appropriated by
3 said cities and towns, for highway or street mainte-
-4 nance, repair and construction and for no other pur-
-5 pose and shall be a part of the regular appropriation
6 for such purposes, thus reducing the amounts the
7 said cities and towns will have to raise, by the annual
8 levy on real estate. The purpose of this act is to
9 relieve the burden placed on real estate, by supplying

10 from the revenue received from the gasoline tax certain
11 money by the receipt of which the tax rate may be
12 reduced.

1 Section 4. The treasurer of the commonwealth
2 is hereby ordered to withhold from any or all cities
3 or towns any apportionment due them under this act
4 if after inquiry it is shown any attempt is made by
5 such cities and towns to defeat the purposes of this
6 act. Any sums so withheld shall be reapportioned
7 between all other cities and towns complying with the
8 intent of this act. Any cities or towns so deprived
9 of their right to receive their apportionment under

10 this act shall have no right to recover any sums so
11 lost. The penalty provided in this section shall
12 apply only for the year in which the citjr or town is
13 held to be at fault and shall not preclude any city or
14 town so deprived of their apportionment from receiv-
-15 ing the same the following year if they comply with
16 the intent of this act.


